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During the last Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of the Republic of Cote d’Ivoire in
April 2014, Cote d’Ivoire accepted 181 of 186 recommendations. Out of the 181
accepted recommendations, only one concerned human rights defenders (HRDs),
calling on the State to ensure the adoption and implementation of
a law
on the protection of HRDs. In addition, Cote d’Ivoire accepted two
broad recommendations on civil society calling for civil society
space
in the country to be both enlarged and protected. However, Cote
d’Ivoire did not accept two recommendations calling for standing
invitations to all UN special procedures.1
criminal penalties on the press for a broad range of
offenses, such as various types of ‘incitement.’
Following outcry from rights groups, the bill was
quickly withdrawn.8

RISKS FACING HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS


HRDs experience intimidation, oral threats as well
as threats via email, and anonymous calls due to
their human rights work, especially those working
on transparency in extractive industries,
governance, State assets or the rights of LGBTI2
persons. Frontline Defenders reports that reprisals
against defenders in the country, while generally
not systematic, increase in frequency during
election periods.3



According to Amnesty International, the Ivorian
Government continues ‘to target journalists and
trade unionists and to restrict freedom of
expression and of peaceful assembly.’4



The Ivorian Coalition on Human Rights Defenders
emphasised that defenders working on extractive
industries are often forced to hide their true
identity and the name of their organisations. They
can be subject to intimidation or threats from the
industries, sometimes with the support of the
administrative authorities.5



While Cote d’Ivoire has not criminalised same-sex
relationships, it also has not instituted any legal
protections for LGBTI individuals facing
discrimination. This has allowed for numerous
incidents of violence and intimidation against
LGBTI defenders, including a wave of attacks in
early 2014, that Freedom House described as
‘unprecedented.’6

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS FACING PARTICULAR
RISKS


Women human rights defenders (WHRDs) face
specific risks including for challenging gender roles
in Ivorian society. They face intimidation
specifically targeting them as women. As a result,
WHRDs working on issues of female genital
mutilation, early marriage or other issue related to
grassroots communities, are stigmatized and
ostracized by community leaders and members,
religious groups and their families as they consider
their work to be a danger to their beliefs, honour
or culture.9



On 10 March 2015 three of the six journalists
arrested during the 2010-2011 electoral crisis were
sentenced to a deferred term of 18 months
imprisonment on charges of ‘public disorder’. As
the journalists had already been in custody for over
24 months, they were released.10



On 12 February 2017, six journalists reporting on a
recent mutiny by Ivorian soldiers, were arrested
and detained for two days on charges of
‘undermining state security and inciting soldiers to
acts of insubordination and rebellion’.11



On 26 April 2018, journalist Assale Tiemoko began
receiving death threats regarding the publication
of an article on corruption at the Ivorian customs
agency.12



On 22 March 2018 a demonstration for electoral
reform was broken up by Ivorian authorities, who
assaulted a number of protestors and arrested
others. 18 of those arrested have since been
convicted on public order charges and sentenced
to 12 days imprisonment, a fine of 50,000 CFA
francs, disenfranchisement for five years, and

OFFICIAL RESTRICTIONS ON THE SPACE FOR HUMAN
RIGHTS DEFENDERS


Human Rights Watch reports that although Law
2014-388 - the law for the promotion and
protection of the rights of HRDs - has not been fully
implemented, defenders operate largely free from
official government restrictions since its adoption.7



On 5 May 2017, the Ivorian Government
introduced a media bill that would impose harsh

restrictions on their freedom of movement for
three years. 13


In February 2017, Ivorian security forces used
excessive force, including tear gas and rubber
bullets, in reaction to peaceful protests against
government policies by the Syndicat national
autonome des producteurs de café-cacao de Côte
d'Ivoire (Synapci), a coffee and cocoa producers’
union, and Syndicat des Investisseurs Indépendants
de l'AgroBusiness (SIIABCI), a union of small
investors in agricultural businesses.14



In January 2017, members of the teacher’s union
Mouvement des instituteurs pour la défense de
leurs droits (MIDD) who had participated in public
sector strikes faced reprisals, including demotions
and transfers to remote parts of the country.15



On 20 October 2016, at least 50 opposition
members were arrested at a peaceful protest
against proposed constitutional reforms and held
in police vehicles. Some were subjected to ‘mobile
detention’, the practice of driving suspects as many
as a hundred of kilometres from home and forcing
them to walk back.16





During the presidential election period in 2015, the
Government banned a number of opposition
rallies, arrested dozens of opposition members,
and held three protestors in secret facilities for
weeks before sentencing them to six months
imprisonment on charges of disrupting public
order.17
In January 2014, a mob of 20 people surrounded
the home of Claver Touré, Director of Alternative –
Côte d’Ivoire, an LGBTI rights organisation. The
mob shouted death threats and pelted the house
with garbage, including human excrement. Two

days later, a larger crowd surrounded the offices of
his organisation and over the course of several
days, shouted homophobic slogans, defaced the
building, and stole computers. Ivorian police did
not arrive until the intervention of the French
ambassador and failed to provide Mr Touré with
protection after the incidents, forcing him to flee
and stop his human rights work.18
THE RESPONSE OF THE STATE REGARDING
PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS


The passage of Law on the Promotion and
Protection of Human Rights Defenders (Law 2014388) was explicitly recommended at the previous
UPR of Cote d’Ivoire and has since been achieved.
The Law 2014-388 was adopted by the National
Assembly of Côte d’Ivoire on 11 June 2014,
marking the first time that legislation specifically
intended to protect defenders was passed in an
African State.19



An implementation decree for Law 2014-388 was
adopted by the Ivorian Council of Ministers in
February 2017.20 While ISHR welcomed the decree,
it also expressed concern about the lack of a
specific mechanism for protection of defenders.
Human Rights Watch notes that the decree lacks
detail on how Law 2014-388’s implementation will
be monitored.21



In December 2017, the National Assembly adopted
a new press law22 which specifies that no grounds
are admissible for the detention of journalists.23



Cote d’Ivoire recently started working on a new law
to reform the current National Human Rights
Commission24 to make it more compliant with the
Paris Principles.

RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE GOVERNMENT OF COTE D’IVOIRE:
 Take all necessary measures, including adopting the new draft law currently being discussed at the National
Assembly, regarding the National Human Rights Commission and its full compliance with the Paris Principles.
 Ensure the full and effective implementation of law 2014-388 through the establishment of a protection mechanism
to monitor its implementation as provided by the implementation decree25.
 Ensure that all alleged attacks against HRDs are promptly and thoroughly investigated, that perpetrators are held
accountable and that victims have access to effective remedies.
 Develop, adopt and implement National Action Plans (NAPs) to implement the UN Guiding Principles on Business
and Human Rights in order to fully guarantee the protection of defenders working on issues related to extractive
industries.
 Guarantee, through specific policies, the protection of women human rights defenders, especially those working on
sensitive issues.
 Ensure the protection of defenders working on extractive industries by suspending business projects where
defenders have been threatened and taking the necessary measures to prevent further threats and attacks.
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