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ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO SOUTH AFRICA (SECOND BATCH) 

CZECHIA 

 Does the Government plan ratification of the OP-CAT and the establishment of a national 

preventive mechanism accordingly? How does the Government evaluate the implementation 

of the Prevention and Combating of Torture of Persons Act from 2013? How is ensured 

accountability for any act of torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment by the police or 

other prison or detention facility staff? How is ensured access to justice, redress and 

rehabilitation for victims of torture? 

 

 How does the Government ensure a free and enabling environment for civil society 

representatives and human rights defenders? How does the Government ensure a proper 

investigation and prosecution of persons responsible for any threat or violence against them? 

 

 What measures are being adopted to fight gender-based discrimination and violence, to uproot 

its societal acceptability and to support its victims to seek protection and redress for violations 

of their rights?  

 

 What measures are being adopted to ensure the registration of all children at birth as well as 

delayed registration of children that have not been registered at birth?  

 

 Can the Government provide more information about its announced intention to withdraw 

from the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court?  

 

GERMANY 

 In view of the tragic events in the wake of the relocation process of persons with psychosocial 

and intellectual disabilities from Life Healthcare Esidimeni hospitals: which steps are taken 

on all levels to ensure the rights of persons with disabilities, in line with the Convention on 

the Rights of Persons with Disabilities? 

 

 How does the government try to balance business interests and Human Rights and to 

implement the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, for example in the 

case of water pollution caused by mining companies? 

 

 As one of the main countries of destination for refugees and asylum seekers - and recognizing 

South Africa’s important efforts in this field - which concrete legislative steps does the 

government of South Africa envisage in order to further promote the integration of migrants 

into the workforce and respect their basic rights? What are the specific improvements implied 

in the White Paper on International Migration and how does the government of South Africa 

ensure it is consistent with international human rights law standards? 

 

 In which ways does the government promote the right to privacy, especially with regard to 

transparency about the use of covert surveillance? 
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SLOVENIA 

 How is the Government tackling the problem of children disproportionately affected by 

poverty (4 out of 10 children are trapped in chronic poverty)? 

 

 In what way is the Government tackling a significant drop-out rate in the secondary schools 

and the teenage pregnancy, as well as the high level of sexual violence against girls in 

schools? 

 

 How is the Government addressing the rise in hate crimes and hate speech targeting certain 

ethnic groups and non-citizens, discriminatory statements by State officials and politicians 

and the increase in the use of social media and the Internet to propagate racist hate speech? 

 

 In what way is the Government addressing the environmental, health and social issues 

relating to mining? 

 

SWEDEN 

 Sweden would like to ask the Government of South Africa what measures it is taking to 

encourage attitudinal change and to ensure that all the legislation and policies relating to 

gender based violence are enacted – especially rape and other forms of sexual violence – 

including violence against individuals and groups with so called non-normative sexualities 

and gender expressions?  

 

 What steps is the Government of South Africa taking to prevent violence and other forms of 

expressions with xenophobic overtones against foreigners?  

 

 What measures is the Government of South Africa considering to strengthen existing access 

to information frameworks and to promote a culture of transparency and information sharing? 

 

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND 

 What plans does the South African government have to improve the police response to 

violence against individuals belonging to vulnerable groups, and to further tackle violent 

crimes based on sexual orientation? 

 

 When does the South African government intend to ratify the 1954 Convention on the Status 

of Stateless Persons and the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness? 

 

 Noting the South African government’s decision to revoke its withdrawal notice from the 

International Criminal Court following a recent High Court ruling, could you outline the next 

steps with regards to parliamentary procedure? 

 

 How does the South African government intend to manage follow up to this Universal 

Periodic Review, and who will be responsible for oversight of implementation, monitoring 

and reporting? 

 


