ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA – first batch
BELGIUM


Does the Government of Tanzania intend to respond positively to the request of the Special
Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery, including its causes and consequences to visit the
country?



The Committee on the Rights of the Child has expressed several concerns regarding the issue of
child labor, among others that the national action plan is not effectively implemented and that
children remain exposed to hazardous labour, especially in agriculture, artisanal mines and stone
quarries, and to exploitation in domestic work. Could the Government of Tanzania give an update
on the implementation status of the National Action Plan for the Elimination of Child Labor from
2009?



Is the Government of Tanzania considering ratifying the Second Optional Protocol to the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death
penalty? Could the delegation provide us with information on the socio-economic background of
the people currently on death row, as well as on the measures implemented in order to ensure the
effectiveness of their right to a fair trial?



What is the state of play since the previous UPR regarding Tanzania’s intention to align its
national legislation with the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC) and to
ratify the Agreement on Privileges and Immunities of the Court (APIC).

CZECH REPUBLIC


Does Tanzania consider ratifying the CAT?



What steps is Tanzania taking to protect the right to freedom of opinion and expression? What
measures have been adopted to ensure that the bill on media services of 2015 does not threaten the
right to freedom of expression in accordance with articles 19 and 20 of the ICCPR?



What steps has the Government of Tanzania taken to ensure full transparency and impartiality in
National Electoral Commission’s and Zanzibar Electoral Commission’s decision-making
processes in order to improve the credibility of the electoral process in the country?



Does Tanzania consider revising its legislation discriminatory towards women and girls, including
customary laws, and adopting comprehensive antidiscrimination legislation prohibiting
discrimination on all grounds? Does the Government envisage decriminalizing homosexuality?



What measures does Tanzania adopt or plan to adopt in order to strengthen protection of women
against domestic violence? Do these measures include criminalization of spousal rape and
protection and support to its victims? What measures have been adopted to address gender
inequality, including through the Constitutional review?



How does the Government envisage its further efforts in fighting violence against persons with
albinism, including through more stringent punitive actions against perpetrators of such violence?
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LIECHTENSTEIN


Liechtenstein recognizes Tanzania’s commitment to international criminal justice, as evidenced
by its ratification of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal.



Liechtenstein recalls that, at the 13th Session of the Assembly of States Parties to the Rome
Statute, Tanzania informed that it was in the process of ratifying the Kampala Amendments to the
Rome Statute. When does Tanzania envision finalizing this process?

NETHERLANDS
Freedom of expression


Is the Government of Tanzania planning to amend the Newspaper Act of 1976 and review the
Cybercrime Act and Statistics Act which infringe on the freedom of expression and the right to
information?

Political rights


In view of the recent election re-run in Zanzibar, is the government of Tanzania planning to
support a reconciliation process on Zanzibar to ensure an inclusive and legitimate democracy that
respects the Government of National Unity as stipulated in the constitution of Zanzibar?

Women’s rights


Which steps is the GoT taking to adopt and implement a comprehensive law to prevent, combat
and punish all forms of violence against women and girls and specifically eradicate FGM?

People with Albinism


How far has the government succeeded in addressing root causes of stigmatization and
discrimination of People with Albinism and in ensuring the arrest and prosecution of the
perpetrators?

Human rights defenders


What concrete measures is the GoT taking to protect human rights defenders?

NORWAY


During the previous UPR cycle Tanzania accepted a recommendation from Norway to “take
appropriate measures to eliminate all forms of discrimination against rural women with respect to
ownership of land in line with the recommendations of CEDAW”. What measures has been or
will be adopted to ensure equality between men and women with regards to inheritance,
succession and land-rights?



Freedom of expression is an essential democratic right. What steps will the government take to
ensure an inclusive consultation process on the “Access to Information Bill” and the “Media
Service Bill”? How will the government ensure that these planned laws and other existing laws,
including the Cyber Crimes Act, correspond with international human rights standards?



What measures will Tanzania introduce to improve clarity and predictability regarding land use
and land rights?
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Human Rights Defenders play a crucial role in fostering a culture of human rights and democracy.
What steps will Tanzania take to ensure protection of individuals and organizations working to
defend Human Rights?

SLOVENIA


In its National Report the United Republic of Tanzania emphasized the access to clean and safe
water as a challenge. Slovenia would like to ask the distinguished delegation of Tanzania on the
faced difficulties and envisaged plans to address this issue?



Slovenia notes with appreciation the development of the road map for 2016-2020 to accelerate the
reduction of the preventable, newborn and child mortality. What are the key measures of this road
map and how will the government of the United Republic of Tanzania ensure its effective
implementation.



Slovenia is concerned about the criminalization of homosexuality and would we would be
interested to learn whether the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania is considering to
amend the Penal Code to decriminalize homosexuality?

SWEDEN


Sweden would like to ask the Government of Tanzania if a further consultation process or other
measures to ensure reflection of public opinion into the draft constitution is foreseen prior to the
proposed referendum and how progressive accountability measures are to be guaranteed in the
new constitution.



Sweden would like to ask the Government of Tanzania what it will do to safeguard that the
implementation of the Cybercrime Act 2015 does not lead to limitations and criminalization of
democratically legitimate operations of media and civil society and, furthermore, how the public
will be made aware of the content of the Act.



Sweden would like to ask the Government of Tanzania of how it will guarantee the rights of
individuals belonging to “key population”, i.e. gender- and sexual minorities, to equal treatment
in accessing health services and justice.

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND


What plans does the Government have to end violence against children, including Female Genital
Mutilation, and accelerate the campaign to end child and forced marriage, in particular by revising
the 1974 Marriage Law Act?



What plans does the Government have to commit to reviewing key electoral laws before the next
general election, including creating an independent electoral commission, permitting independent
candidates and allowing presidential election results to be challenged?



What plans does the Government of Tanzania have to review the concerns raised by civil society
to ensure human rights are not infringed through the new Cyber Crime Act and Statistics Act laws
and agree to review old laws including the 1976 Newspaper Act and other outdated media laws?
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What measures will the Government of Tanzania take to amend the interpretation of its criminal
legislation so that it adheres to both international and regional minimum standards for the use of
the death penalty?



When does the Government plan to ratify the Convention Against Torture and establish an
independent body for investigating complaints about the actions of law enforcement officials.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA


The United States has registered its deep concern about an electoral process in Zanzibar that was
neither inclusive nor representative, and which the United States does not consider a credible
expression of the will of the Zanzibari people. What is the government doing to ensure that going
forward the universal right of its citizens in Zanzibar to elect their government through genuinely
free and fair elections is respected?



What steps are being taken to ensure that the enforcement of the Cybercrimes Act of 2015 does
not infringe on human rights and fundamental freedoms?



How is the government taking steps to ensure that Tanzania’s legal framework fully supports
freedom of expression for members of the media and holds accountable individuals who violate or
abuse the rights of journalists?



What actions is the government taking to reduce violence, including mob violence, gender-based
violence, and violence against persons with albinism, and to provide support for victims?
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