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Thank y0u- IVIr President

. UN Watch is concerned by the grave human rlghts abuses in Lao in partlcular g

by the numerous enforced dtsappearances We are equally concerned that the
government of Lao continues to restrict such . unlversai rlghts as freedoms of
: speech assocratton and peaceful assembly '

L ‘UN Watch regrets that the responses to the recommendatlons concernlng the_ ;
. country’s recent UPR session were not submitted earlier. The government did’

- not.accept the. most” meaningful recommendatlons such as to conduct an
- independent and in- depth investigation on the cases of dlsappearances or.
L amendlng the Prlme Mrnlsters Internet decree

_Durlng the countrys UPR many states vorced thelr concern about the
widespread practice of enforced dlsappearances Lao has failed to abrde by its

| lnternatlonal obligation of transparency and accountabrllty ‘Most recently, in

:2012 civil socrety advocate and human nghts defender, -Sombath -
"Somphone ‘was seen taken from a pollce station. into an unknown vehicle,

" never to be seen agam We awart an update from the government on hrs
_rcondltlon o - '

Mr Pre3|dent the government of Lao severely restncts thelr crtlzens freedom of;

.expressron Just last September the government adopted an extreme Internet .

- decree, restricting freedom of speech in a manner that exceeds the limits set
- forth by Article 19 of the ICCPR. The government continues to- impose_harsh
~ laws for all those who dare to speak out online. All crtlzens of Lao should be >
) able to v0|ce thelr oplnlons wrthout fear of reprlsal |

L UN Watch urges Lao to |nvest|gate all cases of enforced drsappearances and tor
: put an end to such: practrces We also ask that Lao guarantee the enjoyment of
- all rights by its populatlon mcludlng the freedoms of speech assoo|atlon and |

- _peaceful assembty

Thank you IVIr Presrdent '




