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Consideration of UPR reports

~ LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

Mr. President

' 'Amnesty Internatronal we[comes recommendatlons made by 1ostates in the Worklng
- Group, on the enforced disappearance of well-known and respected civil saciety leader
Sombath Somphone, who has dedicated his life to promoting sustarnable development_ :
and poverty reduction.* His abductlon was captured on CCTV footage ashewas ..
. stopped by traffic police at around 6pm on 15 December: 2012 outside a pohce post in-
the capital, Vientiane. He was last seen belng driven away in a white pick- -up truck and. -
has not been seen or heard from since then.” Unfortunately, Laos was unable to accept
six of the recommendations; however, did commit to undertakmg a thorough and.
impartial lnvestrgatlon into his dlsappearance 3 S :

A further 10 states urged Laos to ratlfy the International Conventlon for the Protectlon
' of All Persans from Enforced Drsappearance‘* and Laos has indicated thatitis
con5|dermg ratlfy:ng it,? It is regrettable however that Laos has reJected calls by seven

AfHRszg[y, recommendatlons 121.25 (Germany), 123, 94 to 121 101 (Luxernbourg, Po|and Portugal
_ Sweden, Switzerland; UK Australla Canada) 171,151 (leand)

* See Amnesty Internatlonal report, Laos Caught on camera = the enforced drsappearance ofSombath
) Somphone (Index: ASA 26!002]2013) .
* AJHRC/20/71Add:1, page 8. B :
¥ AfHRC/29/7, recommendations 121.13 (Paraguay) 121,20 to 121, 27 (Netherlands, Canada Spam
Uruguay, Italy,. Brazn Germany, France, Argentma) : ‘
5A/HRC!29I7!Add 1, page 3he ' :




| decrees”,""

-~ avthorities to exten : y R
. particularly as it seeks miembership of the UN Human nghts Councrl in'the upcommg e

SRR 7A/HRC{29/7, recommiendation 12375 (Norway)

- | __'states to extend a standmg |nV|tat:on to the Specral Procedures, and specaﬁcally a wsrt _
- _by the Worklng Group on EnForced of !nvoluntary Dlsappearances T

_Mr Presrdent i

The declsron by the author;tles to reJect offers of technrcal assrstance in the search for
Sombath Somphone S|gnals a Iack ofgenume comimitment to upho!d the rulé of law

. and to protect the rights of its citizens.® The dlsappearance of Sombath Somphone and .
- thefailure by the authorities to adequately investigate. have bacome symbolic of a '
o climate of représsion-in Laos, wrth a lack oftranSparency and no accountabrlrty for

: 'human rlghts vrolatrons _Thls_ in turn has E chlllmg effect on crvrl soclety and on the
"exercrse of the nght to freedom of express:on more generally '

SR Desplte comments in the Openrng Statement by the head ofthe Lao delegatlon to the
21" Session of the UPR Working Group on 20 January 2015 that “[t]he rights to freedomf. o
“of expression, ‘association and assemb[y are guaranteed in the Const[tutron, lawsand
ce these nghts are, severely restricted W|th the state exercising trght B

p_‘ractr" ]
‘control over the m _d[a,
its apparent willingness to

trtutrons We caII on the

Judlcrary and political andsocral i
rticipate in the’ UPR process, and

- -_electlons, to enable mdependent monitoring .ofth_e _u'_man rlghts sitUation and to.
--__engage in genurne consultation on:the promotion nd'protectlon of human rlghts

A/HRC{29I7, recommendations 121, 67 (,Iapnan)J ale]
Netherlands Latvia, Paraguay, Norway; Uruguay), and A/HRszg,f?/Add 1 page [%

A/HRC{29f7fAdd 1, page 8
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