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- El Salvador has one of the most dracoman abortion laws in the world crrmrnalrsrng
abortion on all grounds, even when the woman or girl’s life or health-is in danger and "
‘even in cases of rape and incest, Women suspected of having had an rllegal abortlon g

are also often cruelly and dellberately charged wrth homrude "

"On 20 February a young woman walked free after nearly a decade behlnd bars. |
' Guadalupe was Just 18 years old when she was sentenced in 2008 to 30 years mJarl Her :
“crlme" Was havrng suffered a mrscarrlage : T

' Guadalupe became pregnant arter belng raped When she mrscarned the doctors
- "accused her of having intentionally terminated the pregnancy and despite a lack of
" ____evrdence, she.was convrcted on trumped up charges of aggravated hom[crde
Her case is not unrque Accardlng to a national advocacy group, between 2000 and
© 2011,.129 WOMen were prosecuted dueto pregnancy-related issues. Guadalupe was -
- one of: 17. women, "Las 17", sentenced to up to 40 years in Jall followrng pregnancy
| _' related complrcatrons : . : :

o Whrle Guadalupe s release is Welcome, it is not enough The decrsron to pardon her
 must mark the turning pomt at which the authonties urgently review the sentences
o agarnstallwomen rmpnsoned for pregnancy related compllcatrons

f"'Agrupaciothiu_dada na por.|a D:.es_penallzacion_del A"b:o_rto__ :




' 'Fourteen recommendatrons were made to El Salvador related to sexual and
reproductive rights, mcludrng to decriminalize abortion, to ensure access to sexual and

reproductive health services, and to release ali woman |mpnsoned far pregnancy—
related compllcatlons ' : :

Whlle we we!come El Salvador s accept ofthe recommendatlons to provrde access to
: sexual and reproductwe health seivices; mcludrng contraception; we are disappointed
~that the government has merely noted the 10 recommendations to decriminalize
abortion and remove the ban on it. We hope that the public dralogue on the issue will
be Wlde and: partlmpatory as commltted to by the government.

. 'Fmai[y, e note that El Salvador's response is sr!ent with regard to two Important _
~ recommendations to |mmedlate[y and uncondrtronally release all women imprisoned
“for having Undergone an abortion o suffered a mlscarnage Weurge the government '
to mmedlately acton these recommendatlons and set the Women free

The ban on abortlon not only deny woman and glrls thelr hurnan rrghts italsof 1mposes -
*an enviroriment of suspicion and discrimination on women and glrls The human rlghts
obllgatlons of El Sa[vador requwe it to prevent d|scrlm|natron and violence agamst '
'Women ' : e TR

Thank yau, Mr. President,

HRC/zS/g, recommendatlons 105 49»105 58 [related to decrimmailzatlon of abortron],
recommendations 10559+ 105. 6o [related to releaSe], recommenda‘tlons 105 61- 1o5 b2 {access to SRR :

services and eclucatlon]




