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. Mr. Pre_sident

This statement has been prepared.in consultation with a group of MENA Lesbian, Gay; Bisexual, Transsexuals,
 intersex and gender queers. . . s

We are highly concerned about the continuous human rlghts Vlolatlons to the LGBTIQ eommumty in Egypt.

Egypt has no exp1101t law crlmmahzmg homosexuality, but “debauchery” prostitution and blasphemy laws are
. used against LGBTIQ people. Further, LGBTIQ issucs are used as a political tool to undercut Islamist
~ opposition by portraying the state as the guardian of public virtue, dlstractmg pubhc opinion from the real

pohtlcal and life i issues Egypuans face.

- The current regime — as with the Mubarrak regime — is orackmg down on LGBTIQ people and since October
2013 more than 200 documented men and trans=people have been arrested. Egypt is now one of the most active
countries in disctiminating against LGBTIQ. It feeds into the country’s’ already~host1le att1tude to queer
people generatlng alarmmg levels of xenophobla homo and transmphopla

The Egyptlan Interior Mmrsti‘y recently spelt out some types of onhne commumcatlons it w111 be searchmg for
showing their intention to eradicate homosexuality as if it was a disease or terrorism. This surveillance system
openly violates rights to privacy, freedom of information and freedom of expression. Asaresult, datmg sites for
gdy men are. Wammg users to hlde their identities following the arrests of scores of gay mei.

LGBTIQ people are also tortured and sexually v1olated by pollce in detentlon One of the 26 men arrested
tortured, and ultimately acqmtted in the December 7 raid on a Cairo bathhouse tried t¢ burn himself to death.

" The small act of this man was not just despair in the face of oppression, it was a statement of the continuity
of’ reSIStance He wasn tweak he Was courageous. . : : :

Human nghts can’t be compromised based on religious views or trad1t10ns Order should be regamed in Egypt
‘ through respect of evely individual’s human rights. A new Egypt can t be buﬂt on v1olatlons

Thauk you.
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