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Minority Rights Group International Z
28th session of the UN Human Rights Council '
Universal Perlodic Review Adoption of Qutcome (Fiji)

Mr President,

This statement is read on behalf of the Fiji NGO-Cealition on Human Rights and affiliated civil society
organisations {the Coalition).

We note with appreciation the recommendatlons made during the UPR and welcome the recent
progress in Fiji.

The death penalty has been removed from the military code and parliament has endorsed the
ratification of the torture convention, without its concerns,

We are éoncerned that the Human Rights and Anti-Discrimination Commission presently suffers
from lack of adequate resources. A Chairperson and members are yet to be appointed, and the body
tasked to make these appointments under the Constitution has not been established®. Further,
thére is no timeframe in place to set up these institutions, creating uncertainty in when the
- Commission will be restored. At present; there are limited ways to enforce the rights and freedoms -
“provided for under the Constitution.

We call on the State to take immediate action to restore the functionality of the commission and
ensure its comp!iance with Paris Principles. '

The Coalition is concerned that the State has not accepted recommendations related to legitimising
the Constitution of Republic of Fiji 2013”. Despite the potential for the Constitution to set Fiji on a
positive course, the process in which it was promulgated raises difficulty with its ultimate
acceptance by the people of Fijia. Comprehensive review of the Constitution by an independent
body is instrumental to consolidating democracy in Fiji. This would add credibility to the
Constitution, and ensure it is representative of the people.

The Coalition is further concerned that there has been little political will to remove oppressive -
p'rovisions imposed by decree. A number of these offend principles of a democratic society. The
State has rejected alf recommendations related to removing restrictions to freedom of expression,
association and assembly from the legislative framework®, contrary to accepted recommendations
undertaken to protect this right®.

Finally, the Coalition notes that Fiji is a candidate for election to the Human Rights Council in 2016,
* and calls on the State to take immediate measures to implement the recommendations arising from
this review, and to work closely with civil society in this regard.

Thank you Mr President.

' The Commission consists of a Chairperson and four members appolnted by the President on the advice of the Constitutional Offices
Commisslon; see Constitution of the Republic of Fiji 2013, s 45({2).
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