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I Mr. President

' Amnesty lnternatlonal welcomes the support by Angola of the rnajonty ofthe

_ recommendatrons made dunng its review in the UPR Working Group, and calls on the
. government to implement these without delay: However, we are dlsappomted that.
Angola has rejected 34 recommendatlons, mcludang some calling on the government to '
refrain from using cnrnlnal defamatlon laws to. restnct the nght to freedom of
'.'express:on g : : - :

o Mr: President

' Amnesty Internatronal is concerned that although by law clemonstratlons do not
require authorization, the authorities often refuse to allow them to take place During--
“demonstrations police’ have arbltrarlly arrested and detained peaceful demonstrators,
Onig March two human rlghts defenders were arrested after notifying the-
government of thelr lntent to protest peacefully in the provlnce of Cabanda

o ."Amnesty lnternat!onal urges the government to respect domestlc law and allow
péaceful demonstrations to take place and refraln from Usung excesswe force agalnst

; peacefuldemonstrators

'I'lnally, lVlr Pre5|dent




_' Suppressmn offreedom of expressron mcludmg ofthe press is a |<,ey factor in the
~ ongoing cycle of human rights violations in Angola, Its rejectlon of recommendatrons to
_ repeal crrmmal defamatlon Iaws is' part:cularly alarmmg o :

~ The authontres contmue to Use cnmrna! defamatmn Iaws to arbrtrarrly arrest and detam

- IndIVIdUElIS for peacefully expressing 1 thelr views. “The authorrtles use the same laws to '
- . place restrictions oh press | freedom’ andjournahsts face harassment and arbltrary '
h detentlon wh|le covermg new s’corres R o S

. Amnesty Internatronal urges the government %) repealthe crimma[ defamatlon Iaws in.
. particular provrsrons that i impose pumshmeﬂt for alleged defamatlon ofthe head of

| state or, other publlc ofﬂcrals

N ,Thank you Mr Pre5|dent

AIHRC/28/11, paragraphs 135 30 (Estonla)l 135 31(Un ted States ofAmerlca) 135 32 (Sweden) 135 33 ‘
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