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Torture and other forms of ill treatment are wrdespread in Eritrea, and systematlcaliy
used against prisoners of conscience and political prisoners, for the purposes of
punishment, interrogation and coercion. Prisoners are tied with ropes in painful
positions for extended periods, beaten with sticks, whipped with electric wires, forced
to walk barefoot on sharp. objects or ta roll on the ground over sharp stones or rough

©terrain. As recommended by many States durlng the review, Eritrea should sign and

' ratify the Converition against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degradmg
Treatment or Pumshment and lmmedrately end such practlces 3

na[ly, Mr. Presrdent

Natlonal service is mandatory for all men and women between 18 and 0 years of age
All schoolchlldren are required to compfete their final school year at Sawa military
camp, effectively involving the COf‘ISCI’IptIOﬂ of children into'the: mliltary The initial 18
month period of service is frequently extended mdeﬂnltely and amounts to forced
labour. Amnesty International calls on Eritrea bring an end to lndefmste lnvoluntary

conscription for national service and to ensure that no-one Under the age of 181 is

_ 'conscrlpted as recommended by a number of states dunng the revrew L

Thank you, Mr President
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