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- Mr Pres1dent
- Ladles and Gentlemen,

| Peace, Mercy cmd Blessmgs of God

| _',Flrstly, I am dellghted to extend to you Mr.
i | _Pres1dent my congratulatlons on your assumptlon of » |
B | the pres1dency of the Human nghts Councﬂ and we

are conﬁdent that - God Wllllng - under your .

'leadershlp, the Councﬂ Wlll achleve the des1red goals of o

E the current sess1on 1 also take thls Opportumty to' h

L _"express my gratltude and apprec1atlon to your -

. 'predecessor, HE Ambassador Remlglusz Henczel for

o hlS Wlse leadershlp of the Counc1l durlng the perlod of

- his preSIdency | also expressed my s1ncere apprec1atlon .
for the continulng efforts of the ngh Commlssmner for

‘Human nghts "Mrs.,_,Navanethem Pillay " _to promote = |

~ and prOtec’thuman rights. We thank all delegations for

'thelr part1c1patlon m the meetlng to adopt the outcomes
. of the review on the ngdom of Saud1 Arabla - in its

‘second cycle - and look forward to a substantive and



S 'c'onstructiVe dialogue leadlng to more. effeetive\'_

cooperatlon between us. I Would also llke to thank you i
for your cooperatlon and your mteraetlon durlng the \
| 1nteract1ve dlalogue about the rev1ew on the Klngdom,_
held Wlﬂlln the seventeenth sess1on of the Worklng

- Group on the Unlversal Perlodlc Rev1ew last October | |

1 also thank the Delegatlons of frlendly States for

| '. submlttmg lmportant recommendatlons to contrxbute to

our quest for the protectlon and promotlon of human_ |
| rlghts in Saudl Arabla and the 1mplementatlon of our

. ._obllgatlons in the ﬁeld of human rlghts

I Would llke to take this opportumty to relterate the
‘commltment of the Government of the Klngdom of 7
Saudl Arabia to 1ts voluntary pledges presented before,

your esteemed Counell and to cooperate with the UPRV |

~ mechanlsm and support 1t as the mamstay and optlmal' B

| tool of the Council's work to ach1eve the Ob]eCtIVGS T

_-Whlch it Was establlshed for, notably the self—assessment_

- of the,_ state of human rlghts in order to promot_e

| universal respect 'for'all human rights and fundamental_ -
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- | and equltable manner

freedoms for all w1thout dlscrlmmatlon, and 1n a falr

B Mr Pre’sident-,-' o
. Ladies. an.d.gf_ent,lemen,f_ ':
- 'T_v_vo- hundred and :tWenty-ﬁve - recommendations
‘were given to the Kingdom in more-than twelve human_
| 'ri'g‘hts_' | _areas.j_,_These '_re-commend_ation's ‘received the
- gfeate'st attention 'at“' different"levels "They" 'Were first
| ‘studled by the Council of the Human nghts

Commlssmn, and then a ngh Level Commlttee Was

lformed out of thlrteen (13) government entltles to_- o

o examlne those recommendatlons In parallel — and
| equally lmportant - several meetmgs have been held 1n_
._ndlfferent provmees of the' Klngdom Wlth the

partlclpatlon of representatwes of the Natlonal Human _'

nghts and c1v11 soc1ety 1nst1tutlons, academla and -

| 1nﬂuent1al personalltles ‘men and Women to debate on
-‘ ,\the recom_mendatlons ‘and propose effective ways of

implementation. Those meetings  elaborated = a




| comprehenswe natlonal v1s1on, and my country rehedr
~upon thls v1s1on to evaluate 1ts pos1tlon towards those. |

- recommendatlons‘.

The extenswe consultatlons conducted in the

‘Klngdom smce last November have resulted in full or

. partial support for one. hundred and elghty-elght

- recommendatlons and non-support for thlrty-seven .

B .y-recommendatlons, and ‘that was elther due to conflict

. Wlth constltutlonal legal or cultural prlnc1ples of the
. ,'Klngdom or because they Were in contrad1ctlon with the
| prmclples of the Teview or lncluded erroneous

h allegatlons

‘With respect to the lmplementatlon mechanlsm,
Royal Directive was 1ssued to the concerned parties to |
- take the necessary action for the appl1cat1on and
enforcement of the recommendatlons supported by the
VKlngdom The Human nghts Comm1ss1on Wlll work
WIth all relevant partles to follow up the 1mplementatlon

o of the sald Dlrectlve




Itf would Tike to stress that elghty-elght of the -

. _recommendatlons that Were approved e1ther totally or _

'partlally, are currently 1mplemented on the ground or

“are under 1mplementatlon

Wlth regard to accessmn to the Human nghtsl

" 'mternatlonal 1nstruments, the ngdom has recently“-

- ratlﬁed the ILO Conventlon No 138 regardmg thes'

- Mlnlmum Age for Admlssmn to Employment Accessmn

to a number of human rlghts mternatlonal mstruments,'- o

o Whlch'the-ngdomls not yet part, is -currently being
Conside‘red;,‘ . o | B

Concerning"legi'SIative “and- 'legal "'reform's," 'and} .

| enhancmg crlmmal ]ustlce, amendments have been .

_, recently made to the Crlmmal Procedure Code and the :

| =legal and Board of Grlevances proceedmgs systems as o

) part of our efforts to develop the Judmal system and in |

contmuatlon of the ngdom S VlSlOIl, since its_.

foundatlon, to consohdate nght and Justlce, through- |

and mdependent ]ud1c1ary that prov1des sufﬁc1ent
< guara_nteesr to_ establlshl fairness a_nd prot_ect rtghts of _' |
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" every one, through accountablllty accordlng to fair and. 3

‘.rlmpartlal laws The ngdom was keen to ﬁnd a L

comprehenswe approach to reach the goals in the field_ )

of Human nghts, by 1ssu1ng several speclahzed- -

regulatlons Whlch complete the above mentloned three

; regulatlons, and they mclude the antl-human traffickmg -

- law, the regulatlon on the protectlon agalnst abuse, etc. |

| The ngdom relterates, in this context that 1ts ]udlClal

B ':system 1s bound by the mcrlmlnatlon and pumshment

: prmclple, as stlpulated in Article 38 of the Bas1c LaW of |

| Governance | “Pumshment shall be carrted out on a

. personal basis. There shall be no cmme or pumshment -
. except on the baSts of a Shari ah or a statutm(y provzswn, |

3 ‘aml there shall be no pumshment except for deeds ”

o Subsequ_ent to t-__he eﬂecttveness of a statut_ory prow_swn. s |

" The Judicial system gives great attention to the

- prlnclple of publlc hearlngs, as it is cons1dered as one of o

the most 1mportant factors for ach1ev1ng Justlce, Whlch |

is - the ultimate - goal of the IJudlclary 1_nst1tut10_n. I_t

‘should be noted that the principle of public he-arin-gs is




| prov1ded for m the Crlmmal Procedure Code and the'

o legal proceedlngs regulatlon, unless the court decldes —

| exceptlonally - otherw1se, .for reasons of secunty or
mamtenance of publlc morallty or when it is necessary
for the emergence of the truth Wwhich is conmstent Wlth _'

1nternat10nal standards for the condltlons of a falr trial.

| -In furtherance of thls prmclple, the Human nghts |

| -Commlssmn contmues to attend trlal sessmns, which are |
also attended by representatwes of the Natlonal Soclety

- for Human nghts and the medla

| In the area of Jud1c1al capaclty-bulldlng, the_ !

-Mlnlstry of Justrce has cooperated Wlth a number of |
government agenc1es and academla such as the ngher

| JlldlClal Instltute, the Human nghts Commlssmn, and o

. other academlc bodles 1n31de and outs1de the Klngdom,

- to. organlze and hold several tralmng courses and_

| ,Workshops, focused on dlfferent Jud1c1al aspects,'

| mcludlng semmars and workshops in the field of human
| rlghts in dlfferent parts of the klngdom, and Workshopsj

- in the area of strengthemng the role of the Judlclary
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The lmplementatlon of the Memorandum of

| Understandmg s1gned between the ngdom of Saud1 -

- Arabla, represented by the Natlonal Human nghts

; | Commlssmn, and the ngh Comm1ss1oner for Human"

| R1ghts has been mltlated The Memorandum alms to :

| strengthen “the capamty of natlonal competenc1es |

worklng m the ﬁeld of human rlghts, and m thls context :
a trammg program on mternatlonal mechanlsms for
| human rlghts in the framework of the Memorandum of -

ﬁUnderstandmg has been orgamzed for a large number -

of representatlves of dlfferent governmental entltxes, m o

~ addition to a number of lawyers, Journahsts and human -

a rlghts advocates o

In the area of women S and chlldren S rlghts andi-

- the ﬁght agalnst domestlc vmlence crlmes, | many"

"measures have been taken, most 1mportantly, the

o 1ssuance of the regulatlon on "protectlon from abuse, ,

Whlch aims to protect members of soclety from
explortatlon and maltreatment especlally women and

~'ch11dren, and other categorles such as the elderly, and to_ |




momtor and document any eases of v1olenee It should

~ be noted that employees Who 1mpede the recelpt of o

’_ complalnts of domestlc Vlolence are held aceountable

and can be questloned under th1s regulatlon |

Based on the Dlrectlve of the Custodlan of the Two

- _Holy Mosques ng Abdullah bm Abdul Azm on

enabllng Women to part1c1pate in mumclpal election as o

candldates and Voters, Women Wlll be part1c1pat1ng in

__ the commg munlclpal eleetlons, Whlch will contrlbute to

- the promotlon of thelr role 1n pohtlcal econonnc and |

soc1al llfe, allowmg her to partlclpate 1n dec1s1on
,makmg ' 'V |

| Our-, govetnmentis_ ta_king_aetion to 'p_romote'and o
. "strengthen the role 'of civil soeiety - as institutions of |
. ClVll soc1ety are key partners in the 1mplementatlon of
its respon‘sibilities towards ~ the protectlon and

| promotlon of human rlghts - through approval of the |

estabhshment of several mstltutlons and publle

assoclatlons Workmg in many Human nghts areas,,

supportlng and enabling them to _operate wlth full
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a "independeneeand propose several regulations _th_ﬁl were

o adoptedby the’legislative authority -T'o support this 'role‘ .

and ensure 1ts effectlveness, a draft pro]ect on “c1v11; .

.“\soc1ety orgamzatlons" '1s under study to ensure that it

o -reﬂects the V.leWS of all the prOJ.ect’s stakeholders.

In the area of dlssemlnatmg the culture of human_,’ |

rrghts,' a comprehenswe natlonal plan has been

prepared Wlth the part1c1patlon of all relevant' ..

government agencles and civil soclety orgamzatlons -

R ;The aim of thls plan is to ralse the level of awareness of

human rlghts at several levels S0 as to contrlbute to the |
'1mplementatlon of the ngdom S obllgatlons under the
| 'agreements s1gned or. acceded to, | m addltlon to
= launchmg programs aimed at ralsmg awareness of the
.' rlghts of the most Vulnerable groups, such as Women,f
chlldren, mlgrant Workers, | the elderly and the :

-handlcapped

Mr Presxdent

Ladles and Gentlemen,

e




The ngdom appreclates the role of mlgrant

- workers and thelr respectwe countrles and contrlbutlon‘ S

to the overall development W1tnessed and experlenced in

the country, thns the KSA was keen to create an' |

_appropriate and convenlent worklng env1ronment

,' _’_through establlshlng laws and regulatlons and-

| developlng mechanlsms and procedures to define thelr-. o

'rlghts and thelr dutles, W1thout dlscrlmlnatlon between =

’ categorles or natlonalltles, so as to preserve thelr rlghts, -

_and ensure them a decent safe llfe And the most recent

| '_development in thls respect was the "regulatlon of‘ .

domestlc workers and the llke," whlch sets clearly the D

" relatlonshlp between the employer and the domestic

. 'worker, and the rights and dutles of both

| In thls context the Mlnlstry of Labor has launched S

at the begmnlng of thls week the “Musaned” Awarenessi
'_Program, whlch alms to lntroduce thls regulatlon,_ |
'hlghhght the rlghts and dutles of domestlc workers and'

-'employers,_ and educate them on how to Jlodge

R ,complalnts and find remedles T he' “wage protectlon”_“ o

| program was also launched recently, which ' is | an |



:electronlc 'system for .' monitoring the. extent of '_
commltment of the compames to pay. the Workers in
accordance with- the time and amount agreed upon 1n_ |
‘. the contract W1thout any delays The data prov1ded by |
-thls system w1ll be used as an ofﬁc1al reference that is

_'accurate and transparent m deahng w1th complalnts |

| related to Worker Wages and employment benefits, o
- _Whlch Wlll contrlbute in addressmg labor 1ssues

| In order to preserve the rlghts of forelgn labor and_
for securlty, economlc and soclal cons1deratlons, the
- ngdom estabhshed a number of rules and procedures‘

o correct the status of the v1olators of res1dency and
 labor laws The statistics show that the campalgn- i

.conducted for thls purpose has achleved great success in

enabllng a great number of offenders to benefit from the o

grace perlod and the faclhtles glven, by 1ssu1ng legal.

‘work and reS1dency permlts SO they can rectlfy thelr

N .status and continue legal Work in the country The_.

number of work: permlts 1ssued durlng the grace perlod ',

reached three rnllllon elght hundred and nmety B

| | thousandand nine hun_dred and sixteen 3.890,916. The




: -number of Workers WhO changed jobs durrng the same_ _'
- 'perlod Was two m1lllon four hundred and twenty three l, :
| thousand and seven hundred and seventy nlne'_-f
| -_'2 423. 779 Those WhO changed employer Were two"
i=mllhon six hundred and ﬁfteen thousand and two

| hundred and elghty 2615 280 Workers On the other

B .hand the departure of the remalmng violators. to thelr -

home countrles Was faclhtated Whlle ensurlng thelr
.-rlghts | . _' o

Ladles and gentlemen, please allow me = at the end o
" -of thls part of my speech to emphasnze that the”

| promotlon and pr-otectlo_n..of hum_an rlghts s a strateglc_ |

o choice of the M'ngdom, it 'is-the backbone’of the holistic L

- _development pollcy adopted by the State That the,__

| _efforts to protect human rlghts in the ngdom reveall R

its determmatlon to consolldate those rlghts mternally__ o

~and to support all Reglonal and mternatmnal efforts o i

, towards thls ob]ectlve, Wlthm the cons1derat10n and o

respect of ‘the different communities Values and

- _customs The achlevements of the Klngdom in the field‘ -

of human rlghts protectlon and educatlon Wlll not mean -
4 -



‘the end of the journey and be contented Wlth the status ;
o quo, it will rather drlve and motivate us more to
1ntens1fy the contmuous natlonal actlon to preserve

-.What was achleved natlonally and set the rlghtj:

'mechanlsms to further consolldate the culture, values_

'and pr1nc1p1es of human rlghts and thelr protectlon o

I thank you for llstenlng and look forward to your |

valuahle views for a constructlve and frultful dlalogue

' FINAL SECTION OF THE RECOMMENDATION
M. President,. :
Ladies and Gentlemen, o
The success of the UPR mechamsm depends on'
B several key factors, and partlcularly, ob]ect1v1ty, whlch
| “can contrlbute in achlevmg the goals of the Review and .
: help States promote and protect human rlghts :
mternally Persrstence is another lmportant factor in the
'success of the revrew mechanlsm, the more we pers1st

the closer we get to the desired goals and asplratlons,




and th1s requlres all of us to support thls mechamsm

: | and prevent any attempts to defeat it. Another factor to

,take mto account is the cultural d1vers1ty of all

countrles, as the dlfference between cultures of the
| | uworld is an undenlable fact and an 1neV1table reallty and
. the attempts to 1mpose certam cultures on communltles |
| in matters of human rlghts brlngs more harm than good |

to those same human rlghts Hence, lt 1s necessary to

_' take mto account the cultural drversrty and relnvest it lnj |

| "-the protectlon and promotlon of human rlghts, and that_‘,
| thls should be cons1dered as part of ‘the concept of

| "umversal human rlghts "
Fmally,

The Government of the Custodlan of the Two Holy :

Mosques Klng Abdullah bin Abdul Az1z is commltted to n

~ the protectlon and promotlon of human rlghts at they |

- national level, and to contrlbutlng also at the reglonal

and mternatlonal level The ngdom S cooperatlon | '_

- with the UPR mechanlsm, the acceptance of most of the
recommendatlons arrs_rng. | from ‘the review, our'_ "



determinati()n te 'implementthem' androur submission of
obJectlve recommendatmns to the States under revreW, |
is an expression of that commltment In our collectlve B
~ efforts to develop the UPR mecha_nlsm, in resp}onse to __
 the :ehanging environrnents, my geverninent- stresses on |

the lmportance of adherence to the prlnciples contamed

in Reselutlon 5/1 and partlcularly, to conduet the

- Revrew in an ob]ectlve, transparent and construetwe
manner, nen confrontatmnal non selectlve and non-:j'

| pelltIC1zed

| Thank you Mr. Pre_s_ident,_ |
Thank you all for listening,

 And Peace be upon you.
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