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' - . OPENING STATEMENT o
~ 25th SESSION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
.~ CONSIDERATION OF THE OUTCOME OF- .
~ THE UNlVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW OF BELIZE
L March 20, 2014 '

Mr. Presxdent '
_Dlstlngulshed Members of the Hurnan nghts COUHC]|
Observer delegatlons

' Mr. President,

. Permit me at the outset to congratulate you on your eIectlon as Presudent of the Human Rights
. Council, as-well as to congratulate the Bureau. My delegatton is confident that you will sklllt'ully
and competently gulde the work of this 25th Sessuon -

| W|sh also to thank the Worklng Group of the Council and the Tr0|ka Brazrt Germany and
“Maldives Who worked with my delegation last October during the Second Universal Penodtc
_Review of Belize. My delegation also wishes to thank the staff of the Office of the High
Commxssnoner for Human ‘Rights here in Geneva whose guudance and support has been
invaluable.

Mr. President, s

- Belize is pleased 10 réturn to this hall for conadera’uon and adoptlon of the Report of the -
Working Group oh the Universal Periodic Review of Belize, contained in document
'A/HRC/25/1 3 and AIHRC/25!13 Add1 which are before the plenary today '

' Before I dlSCUSS bneﬂy the recommendations of the Worklng Group, | wish to reiterate the -

commltment of the Government of Belize 1o promoting and protecting the human nghts of all
Belizeans. Indeed the Government of Belize views human rights as fundamental to our i

' development, our democracy and our very way of life. It is for this reason that niy- Government _

approaches the Universal Periodic Review of Belize senous]y and with the frankness and sense ,

of commitment that is- lndlspensable to maklng the Review meaningful.

- For Belize, the UPR is hot just the process that has taken place in thls chamber. The
- Government of Belize has taken an inclusive and consultative approach to the UPR at the - -

' 7 national level as well. From the preparation 6f the Report to its finalization at home; from the

outcome of the Review in October to our consideration of how to treat with the pending
' .recommendations -- we have at every stage involved and engaged with a wide cross section of
' stakeholders from other government Ministries and agenc:Ies to civil society and our c1t:zens




' Whlle the Government of Bellze is fully commltted to its smgular role as the duty bearer the -
active and informed engagement of Belizeans in the assessment of Government's eﬁorts and its
role is equally rmportant to ensure that human rrghts is meanrngful in the darly lives of Bel|zeans '

.lVIr Presrdent

) Turnlng now to the recommendatrons arising from the ‘Review of Belize. Last October my

delegation received 103 recommendations at the conclusion of the Review. of Belize. As we

indicated in October: all recommendations we- have received were very constructive and clearly
- given with the intention of assisting. us .to strengthen our human rrghts frameworks and.’
guarantee the enjoyment of all human rrghts by all Belrzeans - :

It may be recalled that at the conclusion of the Revrew of Belize on 31 October 2013 my .
delegation indicated nght away that we were able fo accept 59 of the recommendations or 57%
of the total recommendations received. Of these 59, we regard 26 as .already being
implemented. The recommendations supported by Belizé related to issues such as racial

,dlscrrmrnatron equ:ty and non discrimination, child labouir; juvenile justice, the nght to health

and to education, the rights of mrgrants and: of persons with disabilities, Womens nghts and -
' addressrng violence against women, preventlng and combating trafficking in persons expanding
the scope of international human- rights treaty oblrgatsons and ' strengthening institutional

* infrastructure and p0|le measures. There were . also a. number of recommendatlons we. -

| accepted relatmg to the rrght to development and poverty reductron

We are of the view that. these recommendatrons wrll contrlbute to the strengthenlng of our -
‘human rights framework ' and -deepen- government’s rights ‘hased .approach to development :
Since the Review of Belize in' October, the Government ‘has decided to make further -
-investments in expanding access to education: ‘health ¢are and strengthening of the ‘social
" protection system by enlarging the scope of the Natlonal Health Insurance scheme to include-
northern Belize,. increasing the beneﬂmarres of the conditional cash transfer and food pantry
programmes and expanding -education subsidies for hrgh school “students. These concrete
‘actions on the part of Government will serve to advance our efforts |n guaranteemg the rlght to
educatron to health and to development :

We reserved .our posrtron on 44 of the recommendatrons mdrcat[ng then that while we found
- sympathy with the spirit in which these 44 recommendations were made these requlred further :
consultat[ons at the nat[onal level, : -

Mr. Pr‘esiden‘t,

In the four months since the Review of Belize my Government has reflected thoughtfully on all
of the recommendations recelved and m partrcular on the 44 recommendatlons on which we
reserved our posmon ' ;

I am pleased to indi'cate now that the Government of Belize has decided to accept a further 6




W

recommendatrons in whole or in part Therefore now Belize has’ accepted a total of 65
recommendations. Belize will thus move towards ratification of the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Convention for the Protection of All
Persons from Enforced Disappearance as well as the Optional Protocol to the Convention
Against Torture and the Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness. These intended actions
on the part of Government will expand the human rights framework at home. | should also note
at this juncture that Belize has recently launched its intérnal process for preparation of our Initial
Report to the Human nghts Commlttee in respect of the |mplementat|on of the ICCPR.

.The Government of Bellze has demded that it is not able to support 11 of the recommendatrons
in part or in whole ~ many of these were over]applng These are clearly indicated in
AMHRC/25M 3/Add. 1 : -

While the Government of Belize has not supported recommendations relating to extendmg
standmg invitations to special procedures mandate holders, Belize is open to considering such
Jinvitations on a case by case basis. Indeed last year Belize acceded to the request from the
Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children. The Spemal
Rapporteur undertook her wsn to Belize Iast December.

In relation to the recommendations relating to the Second Option Protocol to the International
Covenant on Civil and-Political Rights and to the abolition of the death penalty, the Government
of Belize is not able to support these recommendations, considering that the death penalty is a
valid part of the laws of Belize. Notwithstanding it should be noted that the death penalty has not
been utlllzed in our Jurrsdlctlon for almost 30 years. - :

‘ Similarly,’ Belize is not able to support the recommendations relating to the minimum age of
" 'marriage, which had been increased to 16 years with parental consent and with due regard to
cultural factors this Would requlre extensrve national consultations to ralse even further.

The Government of Belize has decided to “note” 29 of the recommendations. These are clearly
“indicated in A/HRC/25/13/Add.1. Government gave thorough and thoughtful consideration to
these 29 recommendatlons relating to about 6 themes. Belize supports the sprnt in which
several of these recommendatlons were made. :

We are of the view that many requlre further national consu[tatrons and others have financial
“ implications that merit further consideration such as for example those recommendatrons
regarding the establishment of new institutions, still others are sub judice such as those
recommendations relating to decriminalization of the same sex actlwty, and a few are of such a
nature that complex implementation measures are entailed -- such as those recommendations
requiring Constitutional amendments. ‘ : ‘

Belize will continue to keep these-29 fecommendations under review.

The continuous involvement of Belizeans in a hational level dialogue on human rights is




essentral to the evolutlon in natlonal thlnklng that may lead to expandlng the scope of human
rights, to |mp[ementmg the- recommendatlons received dunng the UPR process, and to fortlfylng -
a culture of human rlghts S )

Mr.Pre_sident,_‘:_ S - L

Belize remains committed to fulfiliing its intsrnational human rights treaty obligations and to
ensuring that the human rights and fundamental freedoms enshrined in our Constitution are -
guaranteed to every citizen. Government will continue to work to strengthen our specialized

- human rights- institutions including the Natrona! Women s Commission, the National Commiittee
for Families and Children, the National Council on Aging, and the National A[DS Gommission --
-aswell as the Office of the Ombudsman and Iegal aid ofﬂce _ - T

The rlghts based. approach to development which is fully evident in our Natronal Report wr]l
continue to guide Government’s effor'ts to ensure that human rrghts |s realrzed inall its
.dlmensrons Iegal soma! pohtrca! and economic.

g Mr. PreS|dent,

At the natronal level the UPR process has served asa catalyst for natronal stooktakmg,
reflection, dralogue and self-assessment on the effect]veness of national human rights -
institutions. At the global level, the UPRis a useful tool to engage in an open dralogue to share

_experiences and recommendations In the context of mutual assessment. _However, another.

layer to the process is necessary, one that allows for firm exohanges of technical as5|stanoe
and cooperatron to support the efforts of deve]oplng countnes especra!ly small states like Belize.

. The frustratlng capacrty constramts we face as a smal] state Tnhibit our best mtentrons inareas

* such as.fimely reporting to treaty bodies, The assistance of the international communlty and the
UN agencies is important in this regard in-building capacity in treaty 1mpiementat|on and -
reportrng, and in malnstreamlng human rrghts education; this would be an added value to this
UPRprooess L o . _ s

In closmg Mr. Presrdent I want to relterate the oommrtment of the Government of Belize to the :
international human rights system and to the promotion and protection of human rlghts in Belize.-

‘Belize has enshrined the basic fundamental freedoms in our Constrtutron the hrghest law in our -
land. The preamble to the Belize Constltutron opens by affrrmmg and | quote “that the Nation of
Belize shall be founded on the principles which acknowledge .....faith in human rights and -
fundamental freedoms, the position of family in a society of free mien and free instifutions, the
dignity of the human person and the equal and inalienable rights with which all members ‘of the

' human family are endowed .. :

The Government of Belize will contlnue to’ make every effort to ensure that human rights are
deeply embedded in the social, political and cultural fabric of our society. In addition to the civil
and political rights we have established a solid foundation for économic, cultural and social




j Hg’hts, as indicated in our Natibnal Report.

My delegation commends ihe Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review of
Belize, contained in document A/HRGC/25/13 and A/HRC/25/13.Add1 to the Couhil,

| thank yéu.
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