
ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO SAUDI ARABIA – ADD.1 
 

BELGIUM 
 
• Is the Government of Saudi Arabia considering issuing a standing invitation to the special 

procedures? 
 

• Does the Government of Saudi Arabia intend to respond positively to the requests for a 
visit of the special rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, the 
special rapporteur on trafficking in persons, the special rapporteur on torture, the special 
rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief and the working group on arbitrary detention? 

 
• A number of reports from Saudi Arabia to the treaty bodies are overdue. What measures 

have been taken by Saudi Arabia to remedy this? 
 

• Is the Government of Saudi Arabia considering accepting the individual complaints 
procedure under the human rights conventions to which it is already a State party? 

 
• Is the Government of Saudi Arabia considering ratifying the International Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights and the International Convention on the Protection of All 
Persons from Enforced Disappearances, the Rome Statue of the International Criminal 
Court, and the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees?  

 
• Has the Government of Saudi Arabia considered implementing the recommendation of 

the special rapporteur on violence against women to lift the general recommendation to 
CEDAW? 

 
• Which concrete steps are the authorities taking to tackle the issue of the lack of data about 

domestic violence and to act upon the recommendation of the special rapporteur on 
violence against women to systematize the gathering of data and statistics on violence 
against women? 
 

• How many individuals are currently on death row? Of those, how many are foreign 
nationals? 
 

• How many of those on death row have children, and how many children are affected in 
this way?  What support is provided to these children? 

 
• How many individuals have been sentenced to death and/or executed in the last four and 

half years?  How many of those have/had children?  How many are/were foreign 
nationals? 

 
• Do family members, including children, of persons on death row have the right to visit (or 

if unable to visit to communicate in other ways)?  If so, is the visiting/communication 
regime the same as that for other prisoners? 

 
• Do family members have the right under national law to be informed of an execution 

before it takes place?  If so, how are they informed and what is the notice period? 
 



  

• Do children and other family members of a person sentenced to death have the right to a 
final meeting before an execution is carried out? 

 
• Has the Government of Saudi Arabia undertaken steps to develop a media self-regulatory 

mechanism, as recommended by UNESCO? 
 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
 
• Could the delegation provide information about the current state of accession of Saudi 

Arabia to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Optional Protocol to the 
Convention against Torture and Optional Protocol to the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women? 

 
• What is the current state of the law on NGOs (Law on Associations) and when will it 

come into force and be implemented? 
 

• Could you please elaborate on measures that the Government of Saudi Arabia has 
taken to ensure respect for the freedom of speech and freedom of the press? Is there 
an intention to adopt a law in this regard in the coming months? 

 
• Could the Government of Saudi Arabia elaborate on the role of the special 

government commission overseeing the Internet? 
 

• What kind of specific measures are available in the justice system to protect the rights 
of minors? Is there a respective legal provision safeguarding that the juvenile 
offenders under the age of 18 are not executed? 

 
• Could the delegation elaborate on the recent developments in the area of religious 

freedom in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia? 
 
 
 


