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_.Thank you very much, Madame President. .

" | am delighted to be here today and it is a great honour to address the Council

on the occasion of the consideration and adoption of the outcome of Ireland’s - -

first Universal Periodic Review.

~

The UPR process is an important one-in raising awar'eness of and standards

* in relation to human rlghts on a global level, and we are extremely grateful to

. everybody whose partncxpatlon helped to make the process so meanlngful and .

‘constructive for us. | would like to express our sincere appreCIatlon to the
‘delegatlons of other member states that commented and made
reoommendatlons in advance of and during ireland'’s interactive dlalogue on

October 6th last’ year 2 and also to the troxka of Bangladesh Italy and Moldova.

We are also keen to express our gratltude to Insh civil society and the non- -
governmental organlsatlons who engaged SO thoroughly with us to raise

awareness of the UPR mechanlsm in general | believe that the excellent

worklng relatlonshlp established during this ﬂrst UPR cyole will contlnue to be o

_a'most posmve and oonstruotlve element-as we all work towards our common

goal ofstrlvmg to improve human nghts, in Ireland.

One of the great strengths of the UPR, in our’ expenenoe is the particular -
emphaSIS on consultation that is so central to the process. As part of our -
preparation for the. Natlonal Report we held a series of public consultation
meetlngs around the Country and were delighted with the level of- engagement

" from members of the public. So many people gave up their time to come to




-our meetlngs and hlghllght human rights issues of concern to them. Others’
went to great effort to send us submrssrons on human nghts issues. The value

of such participatlon cannot.be emphasrsed enough.

Every point ralsed in meetlngs and submrssrons was noted and dlSCUSSed

and helped to inform both our National Report and our lnteractlve dlalogue

" We look forward'to burldlng on this expenence as we Work to fulfill the o
commitments we have made and continue to strengthen ireland’s human

' rlghts record and lnfrastructure between now and our revievl/. in the next UPR -

~cycle.

Our national human nghts lnstltutlon the Human nghts Commrssnon played

. a significant part in lnformlng the publlc about the lmportance and value of the _

' UPR process by holding thelr own information sessions across ‘the country -
and offering advice and guldance to people who wished to make submissions.

‘Along with representatlves from NGOs they supported our consultatlon

process by prowdlng mdependent speakers to take part in our publlc meetlngs _‘:

last year Their tireless, Work was vrtal to the success of reland’s UPR

experlence.

As we are all aware, the protection and promotlon of hurnan rights requires

continuous review and updatlng As socrety evolves, so must our response 1o

_the challenges and dangers to fundamental rights and freedoms In lreland

" our Constitution provrdes a strong foundation for the protectlon of human
rlghts both those specn‘led in the Constltutlon and denved from its underlylng
pnncrples. We also have a strong leglslatlve framework to further protect

individuals from dlscrlmlnatlon, inequality and unjust treatment.

As our Mlnlsterfor Justice, Equallty and Detence stated in our lnteractlve
dialogue, the Government announced its decrsron last September to lmprove

ireland’s human rights infrastructure by merging the Irish Human Rights

Commlssmn and the Equallty Authority into a new Human Rights and Equallty ;

: Commlsslon in order to. promote human nghts and equallty issues in a more

eﬁectlve efﬂcrent and cohesive way. A Worklng Group comprlsed ofan " .




lndependent Chalr members of both exrstlng bodies, and otﬁcrals from the
Department of Justice and Equallty, held a consultation.process to seek the
views of civil society and members of the public on what the new body shouild
do, what features and functlons it should have, how it should be structured
-and .what working methiods it should employ, The Working Group also .
benefitted from a most informatlve'meetlng with the 'Deputy High

' Commisslonerfo_r Human Rights, Kyung—wha Kang.

- lam very pleased to report that the Worklng Group have nearly completed

~ their Report which will be presented to Government shortly We antrcrpate

that the new Irish Human nghts and Equality Commlssmn wrll build-on the

: achlevements of the current bodies, and wrll help us to forge an even stronger

-

culture of. human rights awareness and protectlon in Ireland

Of the one hundred and twenty seven recommendattons made by'member

states at our review last October lreland 1mmed1ately accepted sixty two, was

‘unable to support fifteen, and undertook to further examine fifty. After careful -

consideration by our lnterdepartmental Worklng Group-on the UPR,

comprising representatlves from all relevant Government Departments we

. ) responded to these flfty outstandlng recommendatlons in our Addendum to

 the Report of the Worklng Group

Of the flfty pendlng recommendatrons lreland tully accepts twenty nine

: recommendatlons partlally accepts a further seventeen and is unable to

support only four In the Addendum, we have given a concise explanat|on as .

to our response to each lndlv1dual recommendatlon This means that of a

total of 127 recommendatlons Ireland fully accepted 91. A further_ 17 were

accepted in part.

The most lmportant phase of this entire process is, of course the .
lmplementatlon of the commltments we have made. We consider some
recommendations to have already been 1mplemented while other areas of
implementation are underway, as mdrcated by the Minister for Justice,

Equality and Defence at our review in October.




For example, at the interactive dialogue, many states raised the question of
.prlson aooommodatlon in partloular overorowdmg and in-cell sanltatlon

Last week, on March 6", Minister Shatter visited Mountjoy Prison in Dublm to

lnspect the recently refurbished C. DlVlSlon which is due to re- open this.month. -

The project was extremely complex and the refurbrshed acoommodatlon wrll

prowde radically improved physical condrtlons for pnsoners including a 28- -

cell dedlcated oommlttal/assessment area for new pnsoners as recommended-

: by the Inspeotor of Prisons in his 2009 report and a new dedrcated Drug Free. .

Area, which has been introduced as part of the enhancement of drug
treatment services in all closed prisons. - This will support any. prlsoner who
is drug free has illicit drug free status and/or is stable on methadone and the
s Prison Serwoe lntends that by the end of 2012 all closed prlsons WIH operate .

. dedicated Drug Free Areas.

" The refurbishment project has also seen the introduction of in-cell sanitation in
all cells on the C Division, and a similar refurbishment project will 'com‘mence

on the B DIVIS.IOI’I within the next few weeks, which when completed, WIH see

| o in-cell sanltatlon lnstalled in all cells on the B Wing. This will result |n 317 cells

in Mountjoy pnson having in-cell sanltatlon almost 60% of the total prison, by

the end of this year The developments in Mountjoy and the |mplementat|on of

* the proposals for Cork prison, which were announced in just the Iast few days
by the Minister, are the realisation of the Government ] commltment as.

' rndl_oated at our review in October.

~ Also last week, the Government "announoed our decision to sign the Optional

Protocol to the Intematronal ‘Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural

| Rrghts and the formal signature by lreland will take plaoe in the coming
weeks at the United Nations Headquarters in New York Our current
Programme for Government clearly states our goal of forglng anew Ireland

based on fa'rrness and equahty. The complaints mechanism that will be

! For information — the question of prison accommodatzon was raised by Norway, Austria; Timor-

 Leste, Switzerland, Hungary, United Kingdom, Denmark, Sweden USA, Algeria, Thaz/and Uzbekistan,
: 11 an, Spain, Pezu Indonesia and the Nethez lands. } ‘ ‘

’



establlshed by the Optlonal Protoool to the ICESCR is in keeplng wrth the

spirit of the many independent complaints, monltonng and lnspeotlon bodles
that are currently in place in‘Ireland. Srgnlng this Optional Protocol gives us
the opportunity to continué to affirm our determination to achieve full respect .

~+ for human rights in practice.

Work is oontlnumg on making- Ireland a fairer country in which tolive.
Proposed wording for a referendum on children’s rights is currently berng
finalised, with a view to holdlng the referendum later this year. The questron E

of transparency and anti- oorruptron legrslat|on was raised during our

oonsultatron process, and | am pleased to report that the Government reoently R

‘published the Draft Heads of the Protected Drsclosure in the Public Interest
Bill 2012 which will provide a single, overarchlng framework protectrng
whlstleblowers in all sectors. We remain commltted to tackling social

, lnequahty in our socrety, and in the budgetfor 2012, we have protected
primary weekly social welfare payment rates and many other forms of social

assrstanoe to the most vulnerable in lnsh soolety

ltis partlcularly rmportant to us that in the years teading up to odr next revieyv
the momentum that we and aIl stakeholders set in train.for the first UF’R oyole
is not lost. For this reason, we have chosen to prepare and submit'a
livoluntary interim report on Ireland’s progress in lmplementlng our
-commitments. This process will help all parties mvolved to keep track of what .
" has been completed, what is ongoing and:what strll needs to be done, and
should help to avoid particular issues sllpprng between the craoks and belng
eohpsed by whlohever other pressmg questions are the main focus of’ pubho
attention at the time. As mentioned in our Natlonal Report lreland S
commltment to the promotion and proteotron of human rights is an underlying
principle of our pohoy in all spheres We look forward to worklng together wrth
civil society, NGOs, individuals and any mterested parties, to reahse our

common goals and human rights asplr,atlons_

,Thank'yo'u, Madame. President,
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