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Introduction 
1. The Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review (UPR), established in accordance with 
Human Rights Council resolution 5/1 of 18 June 2007, held its fourth session from 2 to 13 February 2009.  
The review of Cuba was held at the 8th meeting on 5 February 2009.  The delegation of Cuba was headed 
by H. E. Mrs. María Esther Reus González. Minister of Justice. At its meeting held on 9 February 2009, 
the Working Group adopted the present report on Cuba. 

2. On 8 September 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs 
(troika) to facilitate the review of Cuba: Bosnia and Herzegovina, Gabon and Uruguay. 

3. In accordance with paragraph 15 of  the annex to resolution 5/1, the following documents were 
issued for the review of Cuba: 

 (a) A national report submitted made in accordance with paragraph 15(a) 
(A/HRC/WG.6/4/CUB/1);  

 (b) A compilation prepared by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR), in accordance with paragraph 15 (b) (A/HRC/WG.6/4/CUB/2); 

 (c) A summary prepared by OHCHR, in accordance with paragraph 15(c) 
(A/HRC/WG.6/4/CUB/3).  

4. A list of questions prepared in advance by Canada, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany, 
Latvia, Liechtenstein, the Netherlands, Sweden, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, was transmitted to Cuba through the troika.  These questions, as well as the answers from Cuba, 
are available on the extranet of the UPR. 

I.  SUMMARY OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE REVIEW PROCESS 

A.  Presentation by the State under review 

5. H.E. Mrs. María Esther Reus, Minister of Justice of the Republic of Cuba, presented the report, 
which resulted from a wide and participative national process of consultations that involved all 
stakeholders.  

6. This process coincided with the 50th anniversary of the triumph of the Cuban Revolution,  
a historic event that allowed all Cubans to fully enjoy all of their human rights.   

7. The profound transformations taken up by the Revolution ensured the eradication of the structural 
injustices inherited from the colonial and neo-colonial periods. 

8. The Cuban people, in the exercise of its right to self-determination, set up a truly representative 
and genuinely autochthonous political system which would guarantee real participation by all the people 
in the exercise of public power.   

9. The Cuban political system respects and promotes the widest plurality of ideas, guaranteeing 
ways and means for participation and debate.  

10. The key quality of the Cuban political system is its capacity for permanent improvement by full, 
genuine and periodic participation by the people.   
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11. The Constitution of the Republic – approved by the positive vote of 98 per cent of the electorate – 
establishes the basis and principles of the Cuban State.  

12. The National Assembly of the Peoples’ Power is the supreme body of State power.  It represents 
and expresses the sovereign will of the people and is the only body having constituent and legislative 
legal authority.   

13. The people nominate and elect their representatives by free, direct and secret vote. The members 
of the Council of State and its president must be elected as deputies.  Every Cuban citizen has the right to 
elect and to be elected.   

14. The composition of the National Assembly of the Peoples’ Power represents the diversity of the 
Cuban society. All sectors of the population are represented by the 614 parliamentary deputies.  More 
than 28 percent are workers, peasants, service sector workers, teachers and health workers; 43 percent are 
women; 36 percent are Afro-descendants. More than 56 percent were born after the triumph of the 
Revolution.    

15. Direct forms of democracy are promoted together with a participative culture. Important 
decisions are passed only after the broadest possible public consensus has been reached.   

16. In 2008, a broad process of debate on the subject of the Cuban reality was carried out. There were 
215,687 public meetings held with the participation of more than 5 million Cubans. More than 1,300,000 
observations, critiques and proposals were made; all of them are being dealt with.    

17. The Constitution and domestic law enshrined citizens’ rights, obligations and guarantees. 
Promotion and protection of human rights is guaranteed through effective legislation and institutions, as 
well as policies and programmes directed towards their practical implementation.   

18. Human rights are duly developed and guaranteed by numerous substantive and procedural laws 
and norms in effect fully compatible with the rights recognized in the Universal Declaration and other 
international human rights instruments.     

19. The right to life, liberty and security of the person constitute milestones for the conduct of Cuban 
authorities. Since the year 1959, there has not been one single case of extra-judicial execution, enforced 
disappearance or torture.   

20. Cuba respects and guarantees freedom of religion with no discrimination whatsoever. There are 
more than 400 religions and religious institutions.  

21. Freedoms of opinion, expression, and information and of the press are recognized for every 
citizen.   

22. Information and communications technologies (ICTs) are at the service of all the people. Training 
in their use is free of charge and access to ICTs is facilitated through social and community centres and 
institutions, to provide as wide as possible access.   

23. Equality and non-discrimination are fully guaranteed.  

24. Advances achieved in subjects related to gender equality are substantial.  Actions directed 
towards the advancement of women are implemented.   
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25. Women are 46 percent of the work force in the civil State sector.  The number of women in 
decision-making positions represents 38 percent of the total.  Women are 66 percent of the technical and 
professional workers in the civil State sector.  In the Council of State which was elected in 2008 the 
number of women increased from 16 to 26 percent.  

26. Cuba has also attained significant advances in the achieving of economic, social and cultural 
rights.   

27. Education is universally accessible and free of charge at all levels. Cuba has more than surpassed 
the 6 goals of the UNESCO Education for All Programme.   

28. Seventy-three percent of young Cubans between the ages of 18 and 23 are enrolled in 
universities. Cuba has 1 teacher for every 30 inhabitants. 100 percent of children with special education 
needs receive that kind of attention in schools outfitted for that purpose.  

29. Important programmes directed towards excellence in education are implemented, among them: 
computer education from the primary level; technical-didactic supports such as TV and video in every 
classroom; the creation of two educational television channels; special university- level programmes for 
elderly persons; university teaching units in every municipality throughout the country, with the goal of 
making access to this level universal.    

30. The right to culture is fully guaranteed and is within the reach of every social sector. Culture and 
science in all their manifestations are encouraged and promoted. Freedom of artistic creation is 
advocated.  

31. The right to work has constitutional status. At the end of 2008, Cuba reached an unemployment 
rate of 1.6 percent. There are programmes that look after the special needs of women, youth, disabled 
persons and those people who have served sentences of deprivation of liberty, among others.   

32. Every Cuban is assured access to quality health services that are free of charge. The National 
Health System is totally State-funded.  Cuba has health indicators similar to those in developed countries.  
Infant mortality in children less than a year old was 4.7 for every thousand live births in 2008.  Life 
expectancy at birth is 78 years old.    

33. Cuba is moving towards preventive examinations of the entire population for the early diagnosis 
of diseases. The effectiveness of other programmes like the maternal-and-infant health and vaccination 
programmes is being improved; the vaccination programme guarantees one of the world's widest 
immunization coverages.     

34. Cuba has also shared what it has, contributing in solidarity to the realization of human rights of 
other peoples throughout the world.    

35. In the period from 1963 to May 31, 2008, Cuban cooperation abroad included the participation of 
more than 341,000 civilian collaborators in 154 countries.   

36. At present, almost 51,000 Cuban professionals and technicians are providing their services in 96 
countries. Of these, more than 38,000 are working in the health sector in 74 countries.   

37. “Operación Milagro” (Operation Miracle) has led to more than 1,300,000 patients in 33 countries 
recovering their sight.   
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38. The Cuban method called “Yo sí Puedo” (Yes I Can) has been contributing to the eradication of 
illiteracy, teaching more than 3.6 million people in 26 countries to read and write.   

39. Between 1961 and 2008, Cuban universities graduated more than 52,000 young people from 132 
countries and 5 overseas territories.    

40. Cuba has a wide and effective inter-institutional system to receive and respond to any complaint 
or petition in the field of human rights, which can be submitted by individuals or groups. The Attorney 
General’s Office, the Parliament, government and other State institutions, and civil-society organizations 
all participate in the system.   

41. Other autochthonous mechanisms contribute to the task of supervising and enabling the 
enjoyment of human rights. One example is provided by social workers acting in the communities, who 
identify the support needs of Cuban families. In Cuba no single human being is overlooked.     

42. The prison system constitutes an example of Cuba’s humanism.  Cuba has developed 
programmes that are directed towards transforming prisons into schools. The goal is to ensure that human 
beings who have served their sentences are fully reintegrated into society. Cuba rigorously respects the 
most advanced international standards on the treatment of inmates. The system adopts a progressive 
approach designed to encourage good behaviour among the inmates, by gradually relaxing the detention 
regime, and as the basis for subsequent conditional liberty or suspension of their sentence; 82 percent of 
those leaving prison do so before completing their sentences. Every inmate is guaranteed medical and 
stomatological care on a par with the rest of the Cuban population.      

43. Cuba possesses a remarkable record of international cooperation in the area of human rights. It is 
a party to 41 of the most important conventions in this field. Cuba has historically cooperated with the 
human rights mechanisms being applied on a universal and non-discriminatory basis.   

44. In February 2008, Cuba signed the two International Covenants on Human Rights as  
a demonstration of its commitment to both instruments.   

45. Cuba has just ratified the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from 
Enforced Disappearance.  

46. Cuba recently presented its periodic reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child and to 
the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. Cuba has begun drawing up its report to the 
Committee against Torture, which should be ready at the end of the first half of the year.   

47. The elimination in 2007 of the anti-Cuban mandate imposed on the Commission on Human 
Rights by the United States enabled a qualitative deepening of the country’s traditional international 
cooperation in the field of human rights. Cuba received the visit of the Special Rapporteur on the right to 
food and recently extended an invitation to the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment to visit the country as well.   

48. The achievements of the Cuban Revolution in the area of human rights have been remarkable in 
spite of colossal obstacles. Such obstacles have been: the cruel economic, commercial and financial 
blockade, aggressions and terrorist acts and a permanent policy of anti-Cuban hostility by successive 
United States administrations; climatic phenomena; and the negative impact of an unjust economical and 
international order aggravated by the financial, energy, food and climatic crises.   
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49. Cuba is convinced that genuine and respectful dialogue adhering to the principles of objectivity, 
impartiality and non-selectivity is the indispensable foundation for international cooperation in the field 
of human rights.     

50. Cuba is participating in the Universal Periodic Review in the defence of truth and justice. Cuba is 
open to dialogue and will offer the necessary information and clarifications. All Cuba demands is respect.    

B.  Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review 

51. During the interactive dialogue, statements were made by 60 delegations. Additional statements 
which could not be delivered during the interactive dialogue due to time constraints are also posted on the 
UPR extranet. Numerous delegations congratulated Cuba on the quality of its national report and 
presentation, which they found very informative and comprehensive. A number of delegations welcomed 
the broad and participatory process through which the Government engaged with civil society in the 
elaboration of its national report. It was further stressed that this report, which was disseminated through 
various means and in a timely manner, was finalized through a process involving numerous ministries and 
government institutions as well as a high number of NGOs and other relevant entities in the country. 
Cuba's efforts in preparation of the review as well as its constructive participation were also welcomed. 
Several delegations recognized the role played by Cuba within the Human Rights Council, and as Chair 
of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM). 

52. Algeria commended Cuba’s tireless efforts to promote human rights. It is clear from the 
OHCHR’s report, which could have given a more balanced picture of the views expressed by local 
NGOs, that despite the disastrous effects of the embargo imposed on Cuba the country has achieved 
record improvement in the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and of the 
rights to education, food and health. Algeria praised Cuba’s actions in supporting developing countries 
through international cooperation in these areas. It recommended that Cuba share at the international 
level, with the support of the United Nations, its experiences of bilateral cooperation in the promotion of 
the right to health, especially in the areas of training of human resources and of support to health services 
throughout the world; give priority to enhancing its recent policies aimed at increasing agricultural 
production with a view to reinforcing the right to food and the realization of food security, despite the 
boycott imposed against Cuba; and continue to promote its initiatives for developing countries, especially 
in the area of the full realization of the right to development.  

53. Israel expressed strong concerns at the absence in Cuba of an impartial and independent judiciary 
and at Cuba’s practice of suppressing the most fundamental human rights, and questioned the assertion in 
the report that the judicial system conforms to the United Nations Basic Principles on the Independence 
of the Judiciary. Israel recommended that Cuba (a) ensure the right to equality before courts and tribunals 
and to a fair trial, as provided for by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and ICCPR, and as 
outlined by the United Nations Basic Principles on the Independence of the Judiciary. Israel (b) strongly 
recommended the repeal or amendment of Law 88 and Article 91 of the Criminal Code and the immediate 
release of unlawfully imprisoned human rights defenders, journalists, and others affected by the 
aforementioned legislation. Noting that Cuba has prevented any form of a truly independent civil society, 
Israel (c) strongly recommended that Cuba allow the exercise of the right to freedom of expression, and 
freedom of association and assembly, by enabling such entities to obtain legal status under national law 
without requiring government affiliation vis-a-vis a State counterpart. 

54. The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea commended the priority given by Cuba to human 
rights and the considerable success and profound economic, political and social changes it made since the 
revolution. It praised the vitality of a series of political and judicial measures and the remarkable progress 
in the quality of life. It commended Cuba’s contribution to de-politicize and establish objectivity and 
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impartiality in the international human rights mechanisms. Cuba’s achievements are all the more 
significant as they were made under extremely difficult circumstances such as the hostile and harsh 
economic blockade imposed by the United States of America for several decades and natural disasters. 
The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea recommended that Cuba maintain and strengthen the 
economic and social model freely chosen by the Cuban people, and continue to advance in the 
strengthening of the participatory democracy for the full participation of the people in public affairs; and 
continue to pursue efforts with a view to contributing to the non-politicization and respect for dialogue 
and cooperation in human rights mechanisms, and to working towards the realization of the developing 
countries’ interests such as the right to development. 

55. The United Arab Emirates noted that Cuba has shared the progress made in all sectors in the area 
of development, especially with respect to economic, social and cultural rights.  It United Arab Emirates 
expressed appreciation for the ambitious plan on which the State’s strategy had been based to ensure 
social protection providing free health care to everyone.  The United Arab Emirates recommended that 
Cuba continue its action to align national legislation with its international obligations in accordance with 
the treaties to which it is a party. 

56. The Russian Federation noted that Cuba has undeniably achieved impressive progress in 
promoting and protecting human rights, in particular social rights. It recommended that Cuba (a) continue 
its efforts aimed at ensuring respect for freedom of religion and belief for all Cubans,including the right to 
choose one’s belief at one’s own discretion or not to profess any religion of any sort; (b) continue 
effective efforts to protect and promote cultural rights with a view to ensuring access of all Cubans to 
cultural values in all their manifestations; and (c) continue the programmes that are successfully being 
carried out in the area of gender equality and access of women to decision-making positions, and continue 
the work to achieve equal representation for men and women not only in the national Assembly, but also 
at all the levels of State powers. 

57. Ghana lauded Cuba’s commitment to social and cultural rights, amply demonstrated by the 
technical support offered to several countries. Cuba met targets 1, 2, 3 and 4 of the MDGs and is on track 
to attaining most of the MDGs by 2015, despite well-known challenges. Ghana noted the considerable 
strides Cuba made in eradicating illiteracy and disease and guaranteeing a greater participation of women 
in the formal sector workforce. Ghana recommended that Cuba continue its ongoing efforts to promote 
and realize all human rights for its citizens, including the right to adequate housing; continue the 
programmes aimed at promoting the human rights of disabled persons and submit within the set 
timeframe the initial report to the Committee established by the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities; and continue the process of making its national legislation compatible with the international 
obligations assumed in accordance with the international human rights instruments to which it is a party. 

58. Saudi Arabia noted that the system of legal protection for human rights as set out in the 
Constitution, as well as laws adopted and acted upon by central organs of the Government, have ensured 
respect of the rights and equality between citizens and non-citizens. Cuba’s progress in the field of 
education, in particular by making it a free public service, has resulted in the elimination of illiteracy. 
Cuba has strengthened its efforts towards economic, social and cultural rights and embarked on dialogue 
with OHCHR and other United Nations bodies. This clearly reflects Cuba’s commitment and willingness 
to strengthen and promote human rights.  Saudi Arabia recommended that Cuba continue its current 
programmes for the protection of elderly persons and its efforts to ensure as much as possible the 
enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights of its citizens, ensuring the objectives set out in the 
MDGs. Saudi Arabia wished every success and prosperity to Cuba for the future.  
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59. Nicaragua stated that the report presented is the best evidence the Council can have of the popular 
expression achieved when a democracy is solid and participatory, despite being subject to a cruel and 
brutal economic blockade for more than four consecutive decades. Cuba remains committed as a member 
of the Council to the struggle to ensure a fairer, democratic and impartial organ. In Cuba, there is no 
illiteracy, the right to education is guaranteed for all without distinction or privilege and labour law meets 
the fundamental standards enshrined in international law. Cuba is well known for responding to 
thousands of humanitarian causes through a variety of programmes such as “Operation Miracle”. 
Nicaragua invited Cuba to continue to share, with its sense of solidarity, its experiences in the promotion 
and protection of the right to health of millions of people around the world, and recommended that Cuba 
continue efforts to guarantee the fullest possible enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights, so that 
it can continue to make headway towards the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals. 
Nicaragua congratulated Cuba for its tireless struggle. 

60. The Lao People’s Democratic Republic recognized the significant progress made in the field of 
human rights by Cuba for over 50 years, despite obstacles and challenges faced. It supported Cuba’s 
efforts to ensure people’s rights and enhance democratization and sovereignty. It recommended that Cuba 
continue to defend and promote initiatives in favour of developing countries, in particular those aimed at 
the full implementation of the right to development; maintain and strengthen the economic, political and 
social model freely chosen by the Cuban people, and continue to advance in strengthening participatory 
democracy as a genuine mechanism for the full participation of the population in public affairs; and share 
its experiences and good practices in the promotion and protection of the right to education, including the 
creation of conditions for free education at all levels. 

61. Venezuela recognized the commitment of the Cuban Revolution to its struggle to achieve dignity 
for its people in the face of the oppression, the injustice, and the inhuman economic, commercial, and 
financial blockade imposed for decades now by the United States empire, which gravely affects the 
enjoyment of the Cuban population’s fundamental rights. Venezuela attached special significance to 
Cuba’s struggle to eradicate poverty, exclusion and illiteracy. Referring to the “Yes I Can” literacy 
programme and “Operation Miracle” in the field of health, it commended Cuba’s help to millions of 
people from the poorest sectors of many countries. It recommended that Cuba continue with these 
enlightened initiatives; continue to share and extend its experiences and good practices in assisting 
vulnerable groups, especially through the implementation of the National Social Workers Programme, 
which provides assistance to communities and helps to identify needs; continue in the path towards the 
building of socialism, under the principles of solidarity and justice, making headway in the strengthening 
of participatory and proactive democracy, as a genuine mechanism to ensure citizen participation in 
public affairs. 

62. Bolivia acknowledged the strong commitment of Cuba to human rights. Cuba has gone 
beyond its borders with the spirit of solidarity, despite suffering from a totally unjust economic 
blockade. It is thanks to the assistance of Cuba that Bolivia was declared by UNESCO the third Latin 
American country free from illiteracy.  Furthermore Cuba’s solidarity programme for 
ophthalmological operations had restored the eyesight of more than one million people in 34 
countries. Bolivia recommended that Cuba share its experiences and good practices in cooperation 
and international solidarity aimed at implementing the right to education, including the eradication of 
illiteracy, and in particular the application of the “Yes I Can” method; that it share its experiences 
and good practices in protecting the right to health, as implemented in its country through universal 
and free coverage for all, which includes access to medicine and the advances in Cuban scientific 
research; that it share its experiences and good practices in international cooperation aimed at 
implementing the right to health of millions of people, through initiatives such as the 
“Comprehensive Health Programme” and “Operation Miracle”, among others. 
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63. Bhutan commended Cuban Government’s tremendous achievements in the field of human rights, 
including the right to development, free quality education with universal coverage at all levels; effective 
delivery of free health care and services through an extensive and well developed National Health 
System; women’s full participation in all spheres of life; the promotion and preservation of Cuba’s rich 
cultural heritage and traditions. Bhutan commended the principles of cooperation and solidarity which, 
despite financial and resource constraints, run strong in the Cuban national spirit. Bhutan recommended 
that Cuba continue to share experiences and best practices in the promotion and protection of the rights to 
health and to education, with cooperation programmes that provide health professionals and technicians 
to developing countries, and education opportunities in Cuba for students from the developing world. 
Bhutan is encouraged by Cuba’s recent announcement of a strengthening of cooperation with the United 
Nations human rights machinery and recommended that Cuba continue such positive efforts and consider 
further actions that would strengthen, through greater integration, complementarity and visibility, the 
various components of its national system for protecting human rights. 

64. The United Kingdom welcomed Cuba’s decision to sign the International Covenabt on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR) and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
(ICESCR), and highlighted positive records in health, education, gender and the right to food. It 
expressed concern about the detention of 79 people in 2003, over 50 of whom remained in prison, and 
about their conditions of detention. It (a) recommended that Cuba refrain from using such laws as those 
against dangerousness, enemy propaganda and contempt for authority to restrict the rights of freedom of 
expression and association. It expressed interest in hearing more on steps to improve prison conditions, 
and recommended that Cuba, (b) in support of its stated commitment to continue to improve the prison 
system, establish a recurrent system of review of its prisons by United Nations or other relevant 
international observers; and (c) ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture (OP-CAT). 
Welcoming the recent invitation of the Special Rapporteur on torture to visit Cuba, it (d) recommended 
that Cuba invites other Special Rapporteurs, in particular on human rights defenders, freedoms of 
expression, religion, and independence of judges and lawyers. The United Kingdom recommended that 
(e) Cuba allow international independent organizations to visit.    

65. Indonesia welcomed the report of Cuba, which had involved numerous ministries and 
government institutions as well as more than 300 non-governmental organizations and other relevant 
entities in the country, testifying to the high degree of transparency and openness shown by Cuba in the 
process. Indonesia noted that Cuba has managed to secure the right to education for every one of its 
citizens, contributing to the eradication of illiteracy and providing the possibility of higher education to 
every Cuban. Indonesia recommended that Cuba continue to pursue this noble objective. Indonesia noted 
that the Government has worked hard to ensure that the population has access to high-quality, free health 
care. Cuba health’s indicator is far ahead in the developing world. Indonesia recommended that Cuba 
continue its commitment to fulfill the right to education and to the right to health for all its citizens and 
share its experiences and best practices in the promotion and protection of these two fundamental rights. 

66. China stressed that Cuba has been suffering for many years from an unjust blockade and a harsh 
external environment, which has gravely undermined the human rights of its people. Despite this, Cuba 
has worked tirelessly to improve the standard of living and promote the human rights of its people, 
achieving their right to life and development, and guaranteeing free health services, social security, and 
social justice. China also indicated that Cuba has actively participated in international cooperation in 
human rights, having adopted a series of international human rights instruments and provided other 
developing countries with medical and educational assistance. China recommended that Cuba (a) further 
develop and share experiences and good practices regarding treatment of prisoners; and (b) continue to 
develop the preventive educational and social reinsertion approach as a priority channel to prevent crime.   
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67. South Africa paid tribute to the Cuban people for their solidarity and critical role during the South 
African people’s struggle for freedom during the apartheid era.  It applauded the significant advances 
made in the areas of the practical enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights despite the 
tremendous suffering resulting from economic sanctions and the spate of catastrophic consequences of 
recent hurricanes.  South Africa recommended that Cuba provide information on the coordinated 
approach it had taken to tackle these competing obligations. It recognized the impressive Cuban model of 
education, which should serve as a best practice for all. The concept of international cooperation and 
solidarity could best be emulated by learning from the Cuban people. South Africa recommended that 
Cuba share information with and assist the international community in tackling challenges in the area of 
the right to education. It strongly encouraged Cuba to look into the improvement of areas such as the 
review of the prison system, enhancing women’s economic opportunities and access to justice.     

68. Malaysia noted that, despite serious constraints and challenges, Cuba continues to achieve a 
balance between civil and political rights and economic, social and cultural rights. It commended Cuba’s 
significant achievements in education, health and food. It recommended that Cuba consider sharing its 
experience and best practices with other developing countries in achieving the MDGs, particularly in 
areas of primary education, gender equality and reduction of child mortality; continue its implementation 
of measures designed to further promote and protect the rights of children and to intensify its efforts 
aimed at providing greater opportunity for higher education; and step up its implementation of best 
practices on gender equality and women’s empowerment at all levels and instances of decision-making 
mechanisms. Malaysia pointed out that in November 2008 it had, along with an overwhelming majority 
of the General Assembly, voted for the seventeenth consecutive year in favour of a resolution calling for 
an end to the unilateral economic sanctions imposed against Cuba. The lifting of those sanctions would 
contribute greatly towards the enjoyment of the full spectrum of human rights by the Cuban people. 

69. The Islamic Republic of Iran commended Cuba’s commitment to promoting and protecting its 
citizens’ human rights. Iran welcomed the considerable progress made by Cuba in improving the 
implementation of human rights despite the tight blockade imposed by the United States of America. It 
requested information on how Cuba reduced the negative impact of United States economic sanctions on 
the full enjoyment of human rights of the Cuban population. Iran recommended that Cuba continue 
efforts aimed at achieving the fullest enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights with a view to 
ensuring the fulfilment of the MDGs; pursue efforts at the international level aimed at strengthening the 
United Nations  human rights machinery, particularly with a view to contributing towards making it 
function on the basis of non-politicization, respectful dialogue and good-faith cooperation; and share 
experiences and good practices regarding the treatment of inmates, particularly the plans aimed at turning 
prisons into education and human-improvement centres. 

70. The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya noted that the Cuban Constitution enshrined all human rights, 
individual freedoms, freedom of opinion and expression, through a democratic framework based on 
people power as well as through the educational structure which allows all Cubans to benefit from 
educational facilities, as well as health services. It praised Cuba’s efforts in ensuring equality between 
men and women. Cuba has taken a number of initiatives which guarantee the right to employment, free 
choice of employment and ensure a dignified life, especially through its establishment of officials trained 
in security and safety matters in the work place, of antenatal and postnatal services and of the best 
maternity-leave programmes in the world. The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya also welcomed the progress made 
in the area of protecting children and combat exploitation of children through prostitution.  

71. Qatar appreciated the developments and efforts made by Cuba in the field of the promotion and 
protection of economic, social and cultural rights, namely, the rights to education, work and health, in 
addition to the efforts aimed at the reform of the penitentiary system. Qatar recommended that Cuba 
consider adopting a general legal framework for the right to food, as a good practice and reference for 
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developing countries; continue positive efforts to eliminate, in accordance with international obligations 
and commitments, all forms of discrimination, especially discrimination against vulnerable groups and all 
groups that have been historically most deprived, and share its experiences and best practices in the 
promotion and protection of the right to education, which have brought positive results for all Cuban 
citizens in spite of the obstacles faced by the country. 

72. India has close, friendly and historic ties with Cuba, a fellow member of the Non-Aligned 
Movement. Cuba has constantly contributed to the human rights debate with its characteristic energy and 
intensity. India commended Cuba for its open, cooperative and constructive participation in the UPR 
mechanism and welcomed the fact that Cuba has signed the ICCPR and the ICESCR. India congratulated 
Cuba for its impressive achievements in the education and the health sectors, ensuring nearly universal 
school enrolment and very high university enrolment rates. Cuba’s guaranteed access to high-quality, free 
health services through a State–funded, intensively staffed and extensively spread national health system, 
is a laudable achievement. India recommended that Cuba share its experiences and good practices with 
regard to the right to health, in particular maternal and child care programs and HIV/AIDS control 
programs, and, in view of the growing aging population, that it continue and consolidate its programs for 
the benefit of the aged and the elderly. 

73. Sri Lanka thanked Cuba for standing in the vanguard of the struggle for political and social rights 
and for its contribution to the struggle against apartheid in South Africa and the struggles to restore sight 
to poor people in Latin America and rehabilitate human lives after the tsunami in Sri Lanka or 
earthquakes in Pakistan. Cuba has been generous, despite having suffered from a cruel blockade for over 
50 years. Cuba provided answers to many problems that the Council has been wrestling with. Sri Lanka 
recommended that Cuba share its experiences, in all the international languages, particularly English 
language, of this ability to fight ethically and morally.  It urged Cuba to share the experiences of, in 
particular, its international volunteers, whether armed fighters or doctors, and tell through multiple media, 
whether the internet or illustrated stories, of the experiences, values and the ethics of the Cuban struggle. 
Sri Lanka concluded by saying “Hasta la Victoria Siempre !” (Ever onward to victory!).  

74. Brazil noted the balanced analysis in the Cuban national report of the achievements made, 
particularly in the area of economic, civil and social rights, and of the challenges still facing that 
developing country and aggravated by an economic blockade incompatible with human rights. Cuba’s 
accession to ICCPR and ICESCR is an important victory for Cuba and an example to be followed by 
others. Brazil asked what further measures Cuba could take to guarantee the respect of the principle of 
indivisibility between civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, and whether there are specific 
areas in which Cuba considers it important for international cooperation to be strengthened. Brazil 
recommended that Cuba consider acceding to the Rome Statute of the ICC and accelerate ratification of 
the INtgernational Human Rights Covenants; maintain efforts to promote the moratorium on the death 
penalty; and, with regard  the human rights voluntary goals, seek cooperation with the United Nations 
human rights mechanisms, including special procedures and treaty bodies. 

75. Ecuador praised Cuba’s sustained efforts to promote social rights, particularly the rights to health 
and to education, and the significant progress made in the exercise of these rights despite the severe 
economic constraints resulting from an unjust and unfounded blockade. Ecuador highlighted the effort 
and political resolve reflected in Cubas’s assignment of resources to its policies in the areas of health and 
education, thanks to which the country is in the highest ranks of human development indexes. Ecuador 
also stressed Cubas’s efforts in the area of gender equality and empowerment of women and hoped they 
would be extended beyond the parliament to other instances and spheres of the decision-making 
machinery. With respect to the right to development, Ecuador stated that Cuba could usefully share with 
other developing countries its experiences and practices in international cooperation, particularly in the 
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strengthening of capacities, the training of young people and the transfer of knowledge, especially in 
sensitive areas such as medicine, public health, science and technology, or even sports.  

76. The Dominican Republic recommended that Cuba share its experiences and good practices in the 
promotion and protection of the right to health, which, despite the country’s developing status, had 
yielded substantial advances for all Cubans, and tghat it share, in particular with the other members of the 
region, its experiences and good practices in coping with natural disasters, as well as its important 
achievements in the preservation of human life when confronted with the hurricanes that have afflicted 
the country and the entire region in recent years. 

77. Jordan highlighted the importance that Cuba attaches to human rights and welcomed its ongoing 
efforts in the promotion and protection of human rights, most notably through the recent signature of 
ICCPR and ICESCR. Jordan was pleased to learn that Cuba will ratify the International Convention for 
the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (CED). It commended Cuba for extending an 
invitation to the Special Rapporteur on torture and for  spearheading the international efforts aiming at 
advancing the right to food and addressing the international food crisis. Jordan recommended that Cuba 
consider enhancing human rights education through the development of public-awareness campaigns and 
programs at all levels; and continue to provide training programs on human rights for the judiciary, law 
enforcement personnel and lawyers. 

78. Pakistan noted that Cuba’s resolve to uphold the principles of impartiality, non-selectivity and 
universality of human rights has withstood the tests of time and pressure, and that Pakistan and Cuba have 
worked together on a range of issues of great importance to the developing world. Pakistan noted a 
number of steps taken by Cuba to guarantee the implementation of basic human rights to its citizens 
without discrimination and its significant progress in the realization of economic, social and cultural 
rights despite financial difficulties and frequent natural disasters. Achievements in the fields of high-
quality, universal education, health services, international cooperation and solidarity are examples of best 
practices. Pakistan recommended that Cuba implement the recommendations of the Special Rapporteur 
on the right to food in his report on his visit to the country; maintain its policy of respect and tolerance for 
all religions without discrimination; and, based on the meritorious services extended by Medical Brigade 
Henry Reeve to Pakistan during the 2005 earthquake, share this good practice in the field of international 
cooperation for the promotion of health services. 

79. Canada noted recent positive developments, including the commutation of death sentences to 
prison terms, and the signature of ICCPR and ICESCR. It recommended that Cuba (a) ratify and 
implement the two International Covenants as soon as possible as well as facilitate public dissemination 
of these treaties and ensure that all Cubans are aware of the rights contained therein. Noting in particular 
the invitation to the Special Rapporteur on torture, Canada recommended that Cuba (b) further open its 
doors to cooperation with human rights and humanitarian organizations, including by extending an open 
invitation to special procedures and providing full access to representatives of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. While noting calls by President Castro for greater expression of divergent 
opinions, it recommended that Cuba (c) lift restrictions on the rights to freedom of expression and 
association, including restrictions on the media, that are not in accordance with ICCPR, and show greater 
tolerance for Cubans who express opposing views peacefully. While noting the declining number of 
political prisoners, Canada recommended that Cuba (d) unconditionally release all remaining political 
prisoners and allow them to reintegrate fully into their communities without prejudice. 

80. Zimbabwe stressed that the national report was the outcome of a broad and inclusive process 
involving all stakeholders, excepting lamentably those in the territory of the United States Naval Base at 
Guantanamo. Zimbabwe recommended that Cuba pursue efforts at the international level aimed at 
strengthening the United Nations human rights machinery, with a view in particular to contribute towards 
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making it function on the basis of non-politicization, respectful dialogue and good-faith cooperation; 
continue its laudable efforts to achieve the fullest enjoyment by the people of economic, social and 
cultural rights with a view to ensuring the fulfilment of the MDGs; and continue promoting initiatives in 
defence of international solidarity at the relevant United Nations organs with a view to promoting human 
rights and solidarity among all nations and peoples of good will.  

81. Tunisia commended the efforts Cuba made in the area of human rights, and more specifically in 
the sphere of economic, social and cultural rights. It noted that illiteracy was eliminated and that Cuba has 
actively helped other countries in eliminating it. Thousands of students from all origins have benefited 
from high quality education in Cuban universities. On the right to health, Tunisia described as a success 
the Operation Miracle, and praised the solidarity based program for ophthalmologic surgery Cuba has 
provided to more than a million people. Tunisia congratulated Cuba on its cooperation with the United 
Nations human rights mechanisms and on its support for international cooperation in human rights 
matters, based on a frank dialogue and mutual respect. 

82. France welcomed the good results achieved by Cuba in the field of education and health and 
asked the Cuban for the precise timetable envisaged for the ratification of ICCPR and ICESCR. It 
enquired about the measures envisaged by Cuba to ensure in practical terms freedom of expression and 
information. France recommended that Cuba adopt the necessary measures to combat sexual exploitation 
and adopt a law providing a legal framework to protect minor from sexual exploitation. It also 
recommended that Cuba adopt a law guaranteeing freedom of movement within the territory in 
accordance with ICCPR, which Cuba has signed, repeal the system of permits to leave the territory, and 
consequently delete from the criminal code the crime of illegal departure from the territory. It 
recommended that Cuba issue a standing invitation to the Special Rapporteurs to visit the country. It also 
recommended that Cuba allow ICRC to have access to prisons and visit prisoners and ratify ICCPR and 
ICESCR as soon as possible.   

83. The Philippines stated that Cuba has been a champion of social justice, at the national and 
international levels, and lauded its many achievements in the promotion of economic, social and cultural 
rights. It stressed that many countries could learn from Cuba’s progressive policies on education, health, 
employment and cultural rights.  It commended Cuba’s initiatives on the right to food and the right to 
development, as well on its efforts to assist other countries in times of distress and natural disasters. The 
Philippines recommended that Cuba continue its actions, particularly through awareness-raising 
campaigns and public education programmes, to work towards the eradication of stereotypes associated 
with traditional roles of men and women in the family; and share its experiences, expertise, and good 
practices in the promotion and protection of the right to health, including initiatives in place with regard 
to public health and “health tourism.” 

84. Jamaica welcomed Cuba’s signature of ICCPR and ICESCR and its ratification of a number of 
international instruments, including those targeting specific vulnerable groups such as CEDAW, CRC and 
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Jamaica noted that steady progress was made 
in addressing specific areas of concern, especially in the fields of education, employment and healthcare, 
and the attainment of MDGs. Jamaica encouraged the Government to continue to take measures to honour 
its human rights obligations and to advance the promotion and protection of human rights and freedoms. 

85. Chile welcomed the visit of the Special Rapporteur on the right to food and the recent 
announcement of an invitation to the Special Rapporteur on torture. It recommended that Cuba (a) receive 
other thematic rapporteurs who so request. Chile was explicitly opposed to the trade embargo that affects 
the economic, social and cultural rights of the Cuban people, and commended the significant progress 
made in implementing the rights to education and health. It recommended that Cuba (b) promptly ratify 
ICESCR. Welcoming the announcement of the ratification of the International Convention for the 
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Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and the signing of ICCPR, it recommended that 
Cuba (c) accelerate the ratification of this instrument. Chile noted that an effective independence in the 
procedures and in the judicial administration; a duly circumscribed emergency legislation; an adequate 
protection for human rights defenders, as well as for political opponents; and an effective guarantee of 
freedom of expression and respect for freedom of movement within and outside Cuba will be important to 
achieve the full enjoyment of human rights in Cuba. 

86. Switzerland noted that Cuba has realized for fifty years performance which could serve as 
example and welcomed the recent announcement by Cuba of the ratification of CED. It recommended 
that Cuba ratify and implement ICCPR and ICESCR. While Switzerland welcomed the intention of Cuba 
to invite the Special Rapporteur on Torture, it recommended that Cuba issue a standing invitation to all 
Special Rapporteurs of the Council. It recommended that Cuba ratify the declaration on article 22 on the 
CAT and consider ratification of the OP-CAT. While welcoming the moratorium on death penalty, it 
recommended that Cuba abolish the death penalty.  While acknowledging that the American embargo 
against Cuba affects the effective functioning of the Cuban society, Switzerland encouraged Cuba to 
continue its efforts in the field of economic, social and cultural rights as well as rights recognized in 
UDHR and ICCPR.  

87. Belarus deplored the economic embargo imposed on Cuba and noted that despite the unfair and 
senseless sanctions, Cuba ensured the realization of human rights, including the right to development. The 
Commission on Human Rights, upon the pressures of an unfriendly regime for a very long time, tried to 
subject Cuba to unjust public ostracism, and a Special Procedure had been established against Cuba 
mainly to discredit the Government. Nevertheless, Cuba has never stopped defending its human rights 
and the rights of other states to engage constructively in international cooperation on human rights.  
Noting that non-selective and fair approach to human rights was one of Cuba’s priorities as the Chair of 
the NAM, Belarus recommended that Cuba continue consolidating work done in the international 
community concerning rejection of unilateral coercive measures, including the illegal embargo against 
Cuba; and  continue playing its leading role in fostering international solidarity and equal dialogue on 
human rights.  

88. Serbia praised the large participation of the Cuban civil society in the process of drafting and 
elaborating the national report and recommended that Cuba promote the active participation of civil 
society in the process of follow-up to the UPR; and continues applying a gender perspective in its policies 
and programmes, including in the follow-up to the results of the UPR. Serbia recognized the devastating 
consequences of the hurricanes throughout Cuba, which raise serious concerns. It recommended that 
Cuba continue to implement the positive ongoing programs and efforts aimed at repairing and 
constructing the houses of persons affected by hurricanes, with a view to guaranteeing the full enjoyment 
of the right to an adequate housing, including with the assistance of the international community, which is 
called upon to ensure adequate financial and material support to those programmes.  

89. Bahrain praised the efforts made by Cuba, especially in the fields of economic, social and cultural 
rights; steps taken to ensure that all Cubans have access to education regardless of social class; efforts 
made in the field of the right to health by providing quality health services, which has led to decreased 
mortality rate at birth and increased life expectancy; and efforts made in guaranteeing the right to food 
and adequate housing. Bahrain recommended that Cuba consider adopting a general legal framework for 
the right to food, as a good practice and reference for developing countries; continue all work to protect 
and enhance cultural rights in order to ensure the enjoyment by all Cubans of these rights; and pursue 
positive efforts for the reconstruction of homes affected by hurricanes and continue benefiting from the 
material and financial assistance provided by the international community. 
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90. Yemen noted all the progress achieved in the area of human rights. It noted with admiration the 
progress made in the area of social protection and education, which has enabled Cuba to ensure that many 
countries benefit from many areas of support on health. Yemen indicated that many Cuban health workers 
work throughout the world in sometimes difficult circumstances. Yemen recommended that Cuba share 
its experience and good practices in the area of social protection and health when it comes to providing 
universal medical coverage free charge; and share its expertise in the area of upholding the right to health, 
particularly on HIV/AIDS programs and the special attention provided to those affected. 

91. Vietnam commended the efforts and achievements made by Cuba in promoting human rights 
despite the constraints and harsh external conditions imposed on it. Vietnam recommended that Cuba 
enhance the information infrastructure for the Cuban society and share its experience in broadening 
access to information and communications technology, and continue the socialist path chosen by the 
Cuban people, which has led to better conditions for the promotion and protection of human rights for the 
Cuban people. Vietnam recommended that Cuba continue with its contribution to the joint endeavours of 
the international community, including those aimed at strengthening the United Nations human rights 
machinery on the basis of non-politicization, non-selectivity, dialogue and cooperation. Vietnam called on 
the international community to extend further support to the cause of national development and human 
rights being undertaken by the Cuban people.   

92. Trinidad and Tobago welcomed Cuba’s social and political order to serve the broad interests and 
ambitions of the Cubans in building an egalitarian, compassionate, inclusive, people-centered and just 
society. Cuba’s record performance in the sphere of social, economic and cultural rights testifies to the 
remarkable successes the country has achieved, against persistent odds and in maintaining the highest 
respect for cultural dynamism and cultural plurality. The fact that Cuba is on track to meet the MDGs sets 
it apart from many developing countries. Trinidad and Tobago praised and commended Cuba’s 
performance. It welcomed the signature of ICCPR and ICESCR and recommended that Cuba continue the 
process of strengthening its national legislation to bring it into better conformity with its international 
obligations deriving from the various human rights instruments; and further strengthen its policy to foster 
the development and enjoyment of human rights by all Cubans, particularly in the realms of anti-
discrimination. 

93. Colombia, congratulating Cuba for the signing of ICCPR and ICESCR, as well as the 
announcement that it will ratify CED. This gesture clearly reflected the Government’s and the people’s 
commitment to continue making progress towards the full realization of the human rights for all Cubans. 
It added that guaranteeing access to adequate health services was not only a State obligation, but also an 
essential element to ensure persons can exercise their rights in an effective and appropriate manner. 
Colombia recognized Cuba’s achievements and best practices in this area and requested more information 
on the progress made with the programme to prevent mother to child transmission of HIV and the 
coverage of anti-retroviral treatment, as well as the reduction in maternal mortality, noting that these 
programmes have been recognized by UNAIDS and WHO. 

94. Uzbekistan commended the steps taken by Cuba to promote human rights and freedoms, in 
particular in the areas of gender equality, protection of the rights of women and children. It welcomed 
Cuba’s achievements in the area of social protection and health care, the right to education, freedom of 
religion and belief, reforms in the prison system, as well as the ways in which they protect political, civil, 
social and cultural rights. It welcomed the allocation of a significant portion of the state budget to 
education. Uzbekistan recommended that Cuba continue efforts to ensure compatibility between national 
legislation and international obligations assumed by the country, in accordance with the human rights 
treaties that Cuba has acceded to; and consolidate further and exchange its experiences in programmes 
aimed at specialized care for young people, taking into account their interests and socio-economic 
situation, all of which helps young people to develop their full potential. 



A/HRC/11/22 
Page 17 

95. Mexico welcomed Cuba’s achievements, particularly in meeting economic, social, and cultural 
rights, as well as their international generosity and solidarity despite facing adverse conditions. It 
welcomed the recent steps to strengthen cooperation with special procedures of the Council, and the 
decision to ratify three human rights instruments. It recommended that Cuba continue with the policy of 
openness and cooperation with United Nations human rights mechanisms, and in particular that it 
consider favourably the requests by the mechanisms of the Council that have already expressed their 
desire to visit Cuba; design and implement an inter-institutional mechanism with civil society 
participation for the implementation of the recommendations arising from the UPR mechanism; conduct a 
study on the need for legislative and administrative adjustments for the implementation of human rights 
internally/domestically; establish by law a national human rights institution in accordance with the Paris 
Principles; and strengthen national capacities to assist victims of domestic violence. 

96. Austria indicated that treaty bodies and special procedures have repeatedly noted the lack of an 
independent judiciary in Cuba, asked about legislative plans to strengthen the independence of the 
judiciary, and recommended that (a) Cuba assure to all citizens the right to be heard by an independent 
tribunal. In 2003, the Working group on arbitrary detention held that the deprivation of liberty of 79 
persons was arbitrary and requested Cuba to remedy this situation. Austria asked about the follow-up 
given to these recommendations. It recommended that (b) Cuba halt the prosecution of citizens who are 
exercising the rights guaranteed under articles 18, 19, 20, 21, and 22 of the UDHR. Austria asked how the 
Government is addressing the problem of sexual exploitation of women through prostitution, and how the 
recommendation of CRC regarding changes to the Criminal Code to protect children from sexual 
exploitation are implemented. Austria recommended that (c) Cuba also address the root causes of 
prostitution by adopting measures enhancing women’s economic opportunities. 

97. Syria noted that Cuba was a model of the determination of a nation to stand up against all 
circumstances and to build up all the necessary components of renaissance and prosperity. Syria noted 
that despite the negative impact of the blockade on the acquisition of resources and medical technologies, 
Cuba was able to keep up its health services to the universal standards and to make scientific 
breakthroughs in vital specializations. Syria noted the long history of Cuba’s international cooperation in 
the field of human rights as confirmed by the Special Rapporteur on the right to food and treaty bodies.  
Syria further noted that Cuba’s principled support of the legitimate rights of all peoples, especially the 
poor and the oppressed, was a landmark in its history.  Syria recommended that Cuba continue in its firm 
commitment to support initiatives in favour of the right of peoples to self-determination, as well as in its 
consistent support for all efforts aiming at putting an end to all types of foreign occupation. 

98. Azerbaijan praised Cuba’s efforts in ensuring human rights and fundamental freedoms of its 
people and noted with satisfaction the various achievements. In particular, considerable progress has been 
made towards ensuring gender equality, the right to education, medicine and health care and the 
realization of the right to food. The high percentage of women representation at all levels is also 
encouraging. The fact that Cuba has already met several MDGs goals, as indicated by some special 
procedures is commendable. Frequent natural disasters with harsh consequences on infrastructure are 
burdensome. Azerbaijan recommended that Cuba continue its policy of tolerance and respect towards all 
religions, without any distinction; consider the ratification of the ICRMW; and noting broad participation 
of civil society in preparation of Cuba’s national report, promote the active participation of civil society 
in the follow-up to UPR. 

99. Djibouti welcomed Cuba’s signature of ICCPR and ICESCR, and its being a party to 41 
important international human rights instruments. It noted the large number of programmes aimed at 
increasing social equity and justice, particularly those which target the excluded and discriminated people 
from the colonial times. It welcomed the particular attention given to the problem of vulnerability as  
a result of detention and assistance measures provided in addition to free healthcare for prisoners. It 
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commended Cuba’s work in the area of international solidarity and cooperation. Djibouti benefits from 
the assistance of Cuba in a number of sectors, specifically in the area of health. It recommended that Cuba 
continue to develop programmes under way to make university studies more universal; share its 
experience and good practice in guaranteeing the right to education for all Cubans and in the promotion 
and protection of the right to health, which has yielded encouraging and positive results, particularly 
taken into account their under development status; and share its experience in the area of primary 
maternal and child health and programmes to control epidemics and to provide assistance to people who 
are infected by HIV/AIDS. 

100. Palestine praised the legal protection framework for human rights in Cuba. Palestine noted that 
Cuba has signed and ratified a number of internationally legally binding human rights instruments.  
Palestine noted that the judicial system in Cuba is also vital for the protection of human rights, in line 
with international standards. Palestine further noted that the collective and individual independence of 
judges is enshrined in all appropriate texts. Palestine noted the progress made by Cuba in economic, 
social and cultural rights. Palestine recommended that Cuba continue supporting the right to self-
determination and independence, particularly its support to the Palestinian cause to put an end to foreign 
occupation; and continue to promote and protect the right to development. 

101. Sudan commended Cuba for the great achievement in economic, social and cultural rights and 
civil and political rights. Sudan is impressed by advances in education, with universal coverage free of 
cost at all levels, which surpassed the six aims of the UNESCO Education for All programs. Cuba has 
fulfilled its human rights obligations worldwide by playing an exemplary role in the establishment and 
operation of the Council. Sudan recommended that Cuba share with all United Nations members, 
particularly the developing countries, its experiences of international cooperation in terms of the 
promotion of the right to health; continue to promote initiatives in defense of international solidarity, both 
at the Human Rights Council and at the Third Committee of the general Assembly, with a view to 
promoting and protecting human rights; and continue to defend and promote initiatives in favour of all 
developing countries, in particular, those aimed at the full implementation of the right to development. 

102. Bangladesh commended Cuba’s continued efforts to promote human rights and the significant 
strides made in improving the socio-economic standards of the Cubans. It congratulated Cuba on its 
achievement of MDGs 2, 3 and 4 and noted that it was poised to attain MDGs 1, 5 and 6 by 2015. Cuba 
has achieved enviable results in ensuring access to education, health and social protection for all, and 
could be a model for South-South cooperation by sharing its best practices in education, health, 
employment protection, disaster mitigation and gender mainstreaming. Bangladesh recommended that 
Cuba share its experiences and best practices in building a robust and efficient healthcare system with 
other countries aspiring to have similar health architecture; broaden the scope of its cooperation in sharing 
and replicating its home-grown methods of combating illiteracy; and share its experiences in preparedness 
to prevent and mitigate the impact of hurricanes and other natural disasters. 

103. Senegal had no doubt that Cuba will involve civil society once the UPR process is completed, as 
it will enable Cuba to consolidate and even expand the major progress already made in various areas such 
as the economic and social development. Those progress were made despite many obstacles and 
constraints. Senegal noted considerable results already obtained in the area of education and health. It 
noted that these are areas where Cuba is exemplary for several developing countries, many of whom are 
benefitting from its technical support. Senegal encouraged Cuba to continue the process, already quite 
well launched, to harmonize its domestic legislation with international human rights standards, to which it 
freely adhered to by acceding to many important instruments. 
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104. Honduras congratulated Cuba for its good practices in the area of international cooperation 
despite its economic situation, and for its demonstrated capacity to provide solidarity assistance to 
countries in need. Honduras commended Cuba’s Honduras praised Cuba’s efforts to eradicate illiteracy. It 
recommended that Cuba share and transfer its experiences and good practices in the preparation and 
response to natural disasters, that have allowed consolidating a civil defense system with important 
achievements and results in the protection of the right to life and other basic human rights of citizens, in a 
context where meteorological phenomena is ever more recurring in Central America and the Caribbean; 
share its experiences and good practices in terms of organizing the national health system that has 
allowed substantial gains in the promotion and protection of the right to health, particularly with regards 
to experiences in primary and maternal-infant care; and share their experiences and result in the 
international cooperation oriented towards the promotion of the right to education, including the 
eradication of illiteracy and, in particular, in the application of the method “Yes I Can” in diverse 
national, regional, and local realities. 

105. Slovakia recommended that Cuba (a) respond positively, as soon as possible, to the requests of 
the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief and the Special Rapporteur on the right to 
freedom of opinion and expression to visit Cuba; and (b) take all necessary measures, including reviewing 
its legislation, in order to avoid cases of prosecution of those who exercise their rights guaranteed under 
articles 18, 19 and 20 of the UDHR. 

106. Italy, recognizing a decline in the detention of political dissidents, expressed concern over severe 
restrictions on the freedom of expression and association and the high number of political prisoners. It 
recommended that Cuba (a) proceed shortly to the progressive and unconditional release of persons 
detained for political and conscience reasons, starting with those in a precarious state of health. It 
welcomed the signing of ICCPR and ICESCR, adding that the conclusion of the process for the 
incorporation of these Covenants into domestic law would represent a very important signal for the 
protection and promotion of human rights. It recommended Cuba (b) proceed to the prompt ratification, 
without reservations, of the Covenants. It welcomed the “de facto” moratorium on the death penalty since 
2003 and the policy of transforming death sentences into life imprisonment. It recommended Cuba  
(c) progressively reduce the number of offences liable to death penalty and consider subsequent measures 
towards its complete abolition. 

107. Thailand commended the achievements made by Cuba in ensuring free of charge education for its 
citizens without discrimination.  Thailand commended Cuba for the public health law and policies, which 
guarantees access to quality and free-of-charge health services to all Cubans. It expressed satisfaction that 
Cuba signed ICCPR and ICESCR, and expressed hope that Cuba would proceed to ratify these 
instruments expeditiously. Thailand recommended that Cuba give importance to improving human rights 
training for government officials at all levels, including lawyers, police, judges, and other law 
enforcement officials. 

108. Côte d’Ivoire welcomed the progress made by Cuba despite a very difficult environment. Cuba 
has already achieved the goals of the world food summit of 1996 and the first MDG to reduce by half the 
number of people suffering from hunger by 2015. Cuba has also achieved other MDGs, ensuring primary 
education for all (goal 2), promoting gender equality and empowering woman (goal 3) and reducing child 
mortality (goal 4). It noted that this great country intents in addition, to achieve fully goals 1, 5 and 6 by 
2015. According to UNICEF, Cuba is clearly on track to achieve most of the millennium development 
goals by 2015. This is to its credit and to the credit of developing countries. Côte d’Ivoire made a solemn 
and urgent appeal to the entire international community to have all possible good wishes being brought to 
bear and that good offices be offered to ensure that this painful economic embargo which has victimized 
Cuba and its heroic people be lifted. 
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109. The Czech Republic appreciated the signing of ICCPR and ICESCR, and welcomed Cuba’s 
support to the joint statement on human rights, sexual orientation and gender identity delivered in 
December 2008 at the GA. Noting some pending requests for visits by special procedures, the Czech 
Republic asked whether and in what time frame would these mandate holders be able to visit the country 
and (a) recommended that Cuba issue and implement a standing invitation to all special procedures.  
Asking about legal safeguards to ensure protection of human rights defenders against abuse of provisions 
for criminal prosecution, it (b) recommended that Cuba implement such safeguards and release all 
prisoners of conscience. Underlining that criticism of governmental policies should be acceptable in mass 
media and that free public discussion and peaceful assembly be allowed, it (c) recommended that Cuba 
revise its legal framework in this area with a view to brining it in compliance with relevant provisions of 
ICCPR. Asking how civil society was able to participate in the preparation of the national report to the 
UPR, it (d) recommended that Cuba widely publish outcome of this UPR and make regular and inclusive 
consultations with civil society an integral part of the follow-up to the UPR.    

110. The Netherlands welcomed the announcement that Cuba will ratify ICCPR and ICESCR. It noted 
the seemingly contradiction of some national legislation to these treaties.  It recommended (a) that the 
Government ratify both treaties as soon as possible without restrictions and take measures to adapt its 
national legislation. The Netherlands noted limitations on the exercise of the right to assembly, 
association, movement or expression, and restrictions on freedom of expression due to government 
control on all media. It recommended that Cuba (b) reform and adapt its laws, regulations and practices 
relating to these basic freedoms in accordance with international standards; and (c) guarantee that 
independent journalists, human rights defenders and political dissidents have the possibility to exercise 
these basic freedoms without the risk of harassment, intimidation or persecution. Noting that, despite a 
decrease in the number of political prisoners, the detention of political prisoners and the conditions in 
prisons remain a problem, it (d) recommended that Cuba take all measures to avoid incidents of violations 
of the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners. 

111. Ukraine noted the progress made in the realization of economic, social and cultural rights, 
particularly, the right to health and the right to education. It noted with satisfaction that every Cuban has 
guaranteed access to quality health services free of charge, and the total availability and high quality of 
education. It noted numerous Cuban programs on international cooperation and solidarity on rendering 
medical aid to the countries that suffered from natural disasters. It extended the utmost appreciation of the 
Ukrainian people and the Government for treatment and care of several generations of Ukrainian children 
affected by the Chernobyl catastrophe. It also indicated that the right to education is also granted by Cuba 
to these Ukrainian children. With regard to the educational system, Ukraine asked Cuba to provide more 
information on the University for elderly people. 

112. Responding to questions, Cuba expressed that it should be understood the country is submitted to 
the policy of hostility, blockade and aggressions that has been implemented for more than 50 years by 
successive United States administrations.  The declared objective of that policy has been the so-called 
“regime change”. The Cuban people have been required to adopt and enforce the laws necessary to 
defend its freedom, independence and self-determination, which include an antidote law, applied under 
exceptional circumstances, to cope with the acts of collaboration with the Helms-Burton Act. 

113. The domestic legislation in force includes severe measures to prevent any arbitrary detention as 
well as to prosecute and convict the responsible in case such actions may occur. All citizens in Cuba are 
granted equal rights and duties.  

114. In Cuba there are no prisoners of conscience. All those who are serving their sentences in prison 
have been previously prosecuted with all the guarantees of the due process. Among them there are a few 
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agents to the service of the United States. They are paid and used by the United States as tools of its anti-
Cuban policy. 

115. In Cuba, the human rights defenders are respected and exercise their rights without discrimination 
of any kind. 

116. The Cuban state is the guarantor of promotion and protection of the human rights of all its 
citizens. No-one is harassed, detained or punished for exercising, enjoying or defending human rights. 

117. All inmates receive adequate medical assistance.  No inmate suffers from any medical condition 
that is incompatible with the prison system they are submitted to.  Whenever that has been the case,  
a prison leave has always been granted. 

118. In Cuba, freedom of expression is guaranteed. The material conditions to exercise it are made 
easier by the fact that the press, the radio, the television, the movies, and all other mass media are owned 
by the people. Those media can not in any way be a private property.  This ensures that they are 
exclusively used in the interest of the working people and the society as a whole. 

119. Cuban State guarantees the exercise of the right of association so that citizens are able to carry 
out a diverse kind of activities for the benefit of the society. Cuba has 2,238 such organizations. In 2008, 
33 new associations were registered. 

120. The economic, commercial and financial blockade imposed by the United States against Cuba 
affects, among other things, the access to Internet, with restrictions that derive from bandwidth 
limitations; the serious obstacles that hinder the acquisition of the required technologies and the high 
connectivity costs.  At present, access is only possible via satellite, because the United States government 
imposes restrictions on the use of alternative connections. There is a political will to expand the access to 
the Internet by all Cubans. 

121. Since the blockade was imposed 50 years ago, until May 2008, the direct economic damages 
caused by the application of the blockade surpassed 93 billion dollars.   

122. Social Security in Cuba is conceived as a comprehensive and harmonious system, with universal 
coverage that includes security in the work location, in income, in working conditions, in the prioritized 
attention to maternity, persons with disabilities, seniors, victims of natural disasters, and all those people 
that need it. More than 2 million citizens receive monetary loans, in kind and in services, from the social 
security system.  

123. The Cuban prison system complies with United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the 
Treatment of Prisoners. 

124. Inmates are entitled to submit complaints and requests to the authorities and to receive a proper 
response within a reasonable period, in accordance with the relevant legislation. Violence and 
mistreatment, physical or psychological, are totally prohibited and are crimes under Cuban law. All 
prisons are subject to a system of inspection that is independent of the authority responsible for running 
them.  

125. Cuban Constitution and legislation safeguard the rights to freedom of movement and to travel.  
One of the clearest expressions of the discriminatory immigration policy pursued by the United States 
administration towards Cuba is the “Cuban Adjustment Act”. 
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126. Although provided for in Cuban legislation, imposition of the death penalty is very exceptional. 
Cuba has been constrained, in legitimate defence of national security, to pass and apply severe legislation 
against terrorist activity aimed at destroying the Cuban state or killing its citizens. This has been framed 
with the strictest adherence to due process and observance of judicial guarantees. 

127. Cuban judges are independent and they respond only to the law. The judges are obliged to justify 
their decisions. All the courts' decisions are subject to appeal as provided by law in each case. 

128. More than 30,000 young people from 124 countries and 5 overseas territories are studying in 
Cuba; of these, almost 24,000 are studying medicine.  

129. Criminal laws punish any behaviour associated to the exploitation of prostitution or any form of 
sex trade. With regards to the human trafficking, Cuba implements several actions against it. This is not a 
phenomenon that significantly affects Cuba. 
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  أو التوصيات/ االستنتاجات و- ثانياً 
  ا يلـي التوصـيات الـيت حتظـى         كوبا يف التوصيات اليت قُدمت يف أثناء احلوار التفاعلي وفيم         نظرت    - ١٣٠

  :بتأييد كوبا

أن تواصل املسار من أجل بناء اشتراكية قائمة على مبادئ التضامن والعدالة، مع السري قدماً من   - ١
أجل تعزيز الدميقراطية التشاركية واالستباقية، بوصف ذلك آلية حقيقيـة لـضمان مـشاركة              

 الظروف لتعزيز ومحاية حقوق اإلنسان للشعب املواطنني يف الشؤون العامة، مما يؤدي إىل حتسني  
  فرتويال؛ مجهورية كوريا الشعبية الدميقراطية؛ مجهوريـة الو الدميقراطيـة الـشعبية؛            (الكويب  
؛ وأن حتافظ على النموذج االقتصادي واالجتماعي الذي اختاره الشعب الكويب حبرية )فييت نام

لشعب الكاملة يف تسيري الـشؤون العامـة        وأن تعزز هذا النظام، وتواصل النهوض مبشاركة ا       
  )مجهورية كوريا الشعبية الدميقراطية؛ ومجهورية الو الدميقراطية الشعبية(

أن تواصل عملها من أجل تعزيز قوانينها الوطنية وجعلها مطابقة ومتفقة اللتزاماهتا الدولية وفقاً               - ٢
  )تحدة؛ ترينيداد وتوباغو؛ غانا؛ أوزبكستاناإلمارات العربية امل(للمعاهدات اليت تعد كوبا طرفاً فيها 

  أن جتري دراسة بشأن احلاجة إىل إجراء تعديالت قانونية وإدارية على إعمال حقوق اإلنـسان                 - ٣
  )املكسيك(داخلياً 

أن تواصل اختاذ تدابري من أجل الوفاء بالتزاماهتا املتعلقة حبقوق اإلنسان وأن تنهض بتعزيز ومحاية   - ٤
  )جامايكا( واحلريات حقوق اإلنسان

  أن تواصل تعزيز سياستها من أجل تشجيع التنمية والتمتع حبقوق اإلنسان جلميـع الكـوبيني،                 - ٥
  )داد وتوباغويترين(ال سيما يف بيئة يسودها عدم التمييز 

أن تواصل تنفيذها للتدابري الرامية إىل االستمرار يف تعزيز ومحاية حقوق األطفال وأن تكثـف                 - ٦
  )ماليزيا(الرامية إىل إتاحة مزيد من الفرص ملواصلة التعليم العايل جهودها 

  )اهلند؛ اململكة العربية السعودية(أن تواصل وتدعم براجمها احلالية املعدة لصاحل كبار السن وحلمايتهم   -٧

ق أن تواصل جهودها اجلارية الرامية إىل تعزيز وإعمال حقوق اإلنسان ملواطنيها، مبا يف ذلك احل                - ٨
  )غانا(يف السكن الالئق 

أن تنظر يف تعزيز التثقيف يف جمال حقوق اإلنسان عرب وضع محالت لتوعية اجلمهور وبرامج على   - ٩
  )األردن(مجيع املستويات 
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أن تويل األمهية إىل التدريب يف جمال حقوق اإلنسان وتواصل هذا التدريب لفائـدة مـوظفي                  - ١٠
راد العاملني يف جمال إنفاذ القوانني، والـشرطة، واجلهـاز          احلكومة على مجيع املستويات، واألف    

  )األردن؛ تايلند(القضائي، مبا يف ذلك القضاة واحملامون 

أن تقدم معلومات عن النهج املنسق الذي وضعته من أجل النهوض مبجال التمتع العملي باحلقوق   - ١١
ها العقوبات االقتصادية وكذا    االقتصادية واالجتماعية والثقافية والتصدي للتحديات اليت تفرض      

  )جنوب أفريقيا(لآلثار الكارثية اهلائلة اليت خلفتها األعاصري األخرية 

أن تواصل تدعيم العمل الذي يقوم به اجملتمع الدويل فيما يتعلق برفض التدابري القسرية االنفرادية   - ١٢
  )بيالروس(مبا يف ذلك احلظر غري القانوين املفروض على كوبا 

 تواصل دعم احلق يف تقرير املصري واالستقالل، ال سيما دعم القضية الفلسطينية مـن أجـل          أن  - ١٣
  )فلسطني(وضع حد لالحتالل األجنيب 

أن تواصل التزامها الراسخ بدعم املبادرات املؤيدة حلق الشعوب يف تقريـر مـصريها، وكـذا                  - ١٤
حد جلميع أنواع االحتالل األجنيب     االستمرار يف دعمها املتواصل جلميع اجلهود الرامية إىل وضع          

  )اجلمهورية العربية السورية(

أن تواصل تعزيز املبادرات املدافعة عن التضامن الدويل واحلوار املتكافئ يف أجهزة األمم املتحدة                - ١٥
ذات الصلة، مبا يف ذلك كل من جملس حقوق اإلنسان واللجنة الثالثة للجمعية العامـة لألمـم                 

زمبابوي؛ (ز حقوق اإلنسان والتضامن بني مجيع األمم والشعوب احملبة للخري           املتحدة هبدف تعزي  
  )السودان؛ بيالروس

أن تواصل تطوير وتبادل التجارب واملمارسات اجليدة فيما يتعلق مبعاملة السجناء، ال سـيما،                - ١٦
  )الصني؛ إيران(اخلطط الرامية إىل حتويل السجون إىل مراكز تثقيفية وإصالحية لإلنسان 

أن تواصل تبادل وتقدمي خربهتا وممارساهتا اجليدة يف جمال مساعدة الفئات الضعيفة، ال سيما عرب          - ١٧
  )فرتويال(تنفيذ الربنامج الوطين لألخصائيني االجتماعيني 

أن تواصل تدعيم وتبادل جتارهبا يف الربامج الرامية إىل تقدمي الرعاية التخصصية للشباب، مراعية                - ١٨
حلهم ووضعهم االجتماعي االقتصادي، مما يساعد الشباب على تطـوير طاقـاهتم            يف ذلك مصا  

  )أوزبكستان(الكاملة 

أن حتسن اهلياكل األساسية اإلعالمية للمجتمع الكويب وأن تتبادل جتربته يف جمال توسيع نطاق                - ١٩
  )فييت نام(الوصول إىل تكنولوجيا املعلومات واالتصاالت 

هتا وممارساهتا اجليدة، ال سيما إىل األعضاء اآلخرين يف منطقتها، يف جمال            أن تتبادل وتنقل خربا     - ٢٠
تأهبها ملنع األعاصري وغري ذلك من الكوارث الطبيعية وتصديها هلا من أجل ختفيف أثرها، وكذا 
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ة وغري إجنازاهتا اهلامة يف جمال تعزيز نظام الدفاع املدين الذي حقق نتائج معترفاً هبا يف جمال احلق يف احليا         
  )اجلمهورية الدومينيكية؛ بنغالديش؛ هندوراس(ذلك من حقوق اإلنسان األساسية للمواطنني 

أن تتبادل املمارسات اجليدة يف ميدان التعاون الدويل من أجل تعزيز اخلدمات الصحية اجلليلـة                 - ٢١
  )باكستان (٢٠٠٥اليت قدمها اللواء الطيب هنري ريف إىل باكستان يف أثناء زلزال 

لتعلم القراءة والكتابة يف أوساط وطنيـة       " نعم أستطيع "أن تواصل املبادرات النرية مثل مبادرة         - ٢٢
وإقليمية وحملية متنوعة، وهو برنامج يرمي إىل تنفيذ احلق يف التعليم، وتوسيع نطاق تعاوهنـا يف   

ة يف ميـدان   وعملية املعجـز  ) بنغالديش(جمال تبادل وتكرار األساليب الداخلية ملكافحة األمية        
  )فرتويال؛ بوليفيا؛ هندوراس(الصحة 

أن تتبادل جتربتها وممارستها اجليدة يف جمال ضمان احلق يف التعليم جلميع الكوبيني ويف تعزيـز                  - ٢٣
ومحاية احلق يف الصحة، وهو ما أدى إىل نتائج مشجعة وإجيابية، ال سيما مع مراعاة ختلفهم، وأن 

 يف إطارها املهنيني والتقنيني العاملني يف قطاع الصحة إىل البلدان تواصل برامج التعاون اليت تقدم
  )جيبويت؛ بوتان(النامية، وإتاحة فرص التعليم يف كوبا لفائدة الطلبة الوافدين من العامل النامي 

أن تشاطر مجيع األعضاء يف األمم املتحدة، ال سيما البلدان النامية، جتارب كوبا يف جمال تعزيز                  - ٢٤
نيكـاراغوا؛  (ة احلق يف الصحة ملاليني الناس حول العامل، مراعية يف ذلك روح التضامن              ومحاي

  )السودان؛ اجلمهورية الدومينيكية

أن تشاطر بلداناً أخرى تتطلع إىل هيكل صحي مماثل جتارهبا وأفضل ممارساهتا يف جمال بناء نظام                  - ٢٥
ا عرب التغطية الشاملة واجملانية للجميع، مما متني وفعال للرعاية الصحية، على النحو املنفذ يف بلده

  بنغالديش؛ (يشمل احلصول على األدوية والتطورات اليت حتققت يف جمال البحث العلمي الكويب             
  )بوليفيا؛ هندوراس

أن تتبادل جتارهبا وممارساهتا اجليدة يف جمال التعاون الدويل الرامي إىل تنفيذ احلـق يف الـصحة                   - ٢٦
، من بني مجلة    "عملية املعجزة "و" برنامج الصحة الشامل  "عرب مبادرات من قبيل     ملاليني الناس،   

  )بوليفيا(أمور أخرى 

أن تتبادل جتربتها وممارساهتا اجليدة يف جمال احلماية االجتماعية والصحة ال سيما يف جمال الربامج   - ٢٧
اإليـدز  /اعة البـشرية  الرامية إىل مكافحة األوبئة، مبا يف ذلك برامج مكافحة فريوس نقص املن           

، وكذا عندما يتعلق األمـر بتقـدمي        )اليمن؛ جيبويت (واالهتمام اخلاص الذي يوىل للمصابني به       
  )اليمن(التغطية الطبية الشاملة واجملانية 

أن تتبادل جتارهبا وممارساهتا اجليدة فيما يتعلق باحلق يف الصحة، ال سيما برامج الرعاية األولية                 - ٢٨
اإليدز؛ وبالنظر / ورعاية الطفل وكذا برامج مكافحة فريوس نقص املناعة البشريةورعاية األمومة

  )اهلند؛ جيبويت؛ هندوراس(إىل تزايد السكان املسنني 
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أن تتبادل جتارهبا، وخرباهتا، وممارساهتا اجليدة يف جمال تعزيز ومحاية احلق يف الصحة، مبا يف ذلك         - ٢٩
  )الفلبني" (السياحة الصحية"حة العامة واملبادرات املوضوعة فيما يتعلق بالص

أن تتبادل جتارهبا على الصعيد الدويل، بدعم من األمم املتحدة، فيما يتعلق بالتعاون الثنـائي يف               - ٣٠
جمال تعزيز احلق يف الصحة، ال سيما يف جماالت تدريب املوارد البشرية ودعم اخلدمات الصحية               

  )اجلزائر(يف مجيع أحناء العامل 

 تتبادل جتارهبا، وأفضل ممارساهتا ومعلوماهتا مع اجملتمع الدويل ومساعدة هذا اجملتمع يف جمال              أن  - ٣١
التصدي للتحديات القائمة يف جمال احلق يف التعليم، مع مراعاة النتائج اإلجيابية الـيت حتققـت                

، مبا  )ا؛ قطر جنوب أفريقي (لفائدة مجيع املواطنني الكوبيني رغم العقبات اليت يواجهها هذا البلد           
  )مجهورية الو الدميقراطية الشعبية(يف ذلك هتيئة الظروف للتعليم اجملاين على مجيع املستويات 

أن تتبادل خرباهتا، جبميع اللغات الدولية، ال سيما باإلنكليزية، فيما خيص قدرهتا على الكفـاح             - ٣٢
  )سري النكا(أخالقياً ومعنوياً 

ملتطوعني الدوليني بوجه خاص، سواء كانوا مقـاتلني مـسلحني أو           أن تتبادل جتارهبا يف جمال ا       - ٣٣
دكاترة، واحلديث عرب وسائط اإلعالم املتعددة سواء كانت اإلنترنت أو القصص املصورة، عن             

  )سري النكا(جتارب الكفاح الكويب وقيمه وأخالقياته 

ا فيها اإلجراءات اخلاصـة  أن تلتمس التعاون مع آليات حقوق اإلنسان التابعة لألمم املتحدة، مب     - ٣٤
  )الربازيل(وهيئات املعاهدات فيما يتعلق باألهداف الطوعية املتعلقة حبقوق اإلنسان 

أن تواصل جهودها وإسهامها على املستوى الدويل من أجل تعزيز آلية حقوق اإلنسان التابعـة                 - ٣٥
س، ويف إطار احلوار    لألمم املتحدة، ال سيما من أجل املسامهة يف جعلها تعمل بشكل غري مسيَّ            
  إيـران؛ زمبـابوي؛    (باحترام والتعاون حبسن نية والعمل من أجل حتقيق مصاحل البلدان النامية            

  )فييت نام؛ مجهورية كوريا الشعبية الدميقراطية

أن تواصل تعزيز التعاون مع آليات حقوق اإلنسان التابعة لألمم املتحدة والنظر يف اختاذ مزيد من   - ٣٦
 اليت من شأهنا أن تعزز عرب مواصلة اإلدماج، مبدأ التكامل والوضوح، خمتلف العناصر اإلجراءات

  )بوتان(املكونة لنظامها الوطين حلماية حقوق اإلنسان 

أن تستقبل مقررين مواضعيني آخرين غري املقرر اخلاص املعين باحلق يف الغذاء واملقرر اخلـاص                 - ٣٧
  )شيلي(املعين مبسألة التعذيب 

تواصل اجلهود اإلجيابية الرامية إىل القضاء، وفقاً لواجباهتا والتزاماهتا الدولية، علـى مجيـع              أن    - ٣٨
أشكال التمييز، ال سيما التمييز ضد الفئات الضعيفة ومجيع الفئات اليت ُحرمت عرب التاريخ أشد 

  )قطر(احلرمان 
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نسني ومتكني املرأة ومواصـلة     أن تسرع يف تنفيذها ألفضل املمارسات املتعلقة باملساواة بني اجل           - ٣٩
الربامج اليت جيري تنفيذها بشكل ناجح يف جمال املساواة بني اجلنسني ووصول املرأة إىل مناصب               

يف التمثيـل ال يف      صنع القرار، ومواصلة العمل من أجل حتقيق املساواة بني الرجال والنـساء           
  )االحتاد الروسي؛ ماليزيا(يضاً اجلمعية الوطنية وحسب، بل على مجيع مستويات سلطات الدولة أ

أن تواصل تطبيق منظور جنساين يف سياساهتا وبراجمها، مبا يف ذلك يف متابعة نتائج االستعراض                 - ٤٠
الدوري الشامل، ومتابعة إجراءاهتا، ال سيما عرب محالت التوعية وبرامج تثقيف اجلمهور، عمالً             

ة باألدوار التقليدية للرجال والنساء داخـل       من أجل القضاء على مجيع القوالب النمطية املرتبط       
  )صربيا، الفلبني(األسرة 

أن تواصل الربامج الرامية إىل تعزيز حقوق اإلنسان اخلاصة باألشخاص املعوقني وتقدمي التقريـر       - ٤١
  )غانا(األويل يف األجل احملدد له إىل اللجنة املنشأة مبوجب اتفاقية حقوق األشخاص ذوي اإلعاقة 

  )الربازيل(ستمر يف جهودها فيما خيص عدم تطبيق عقوبة اإلعدام أن ت  - ٤٢

  )املكسيك(أن تعزز القدرات الوطنية من أجل مساعدة ضحايا العنف األسري   - ٤٣

لوية من أن تواصل تطوير النهج التثقيفي الوقائي وهنج إعادة اإلدماج االجتماعي بوصف ذلك أو  - ٤٤
  )الصني(أجل منع اجلرمية 

موذجيـة ملعاملـة    أن تتخذ مجيع التدابري من أجل جتنب حوادث انتهاكات القواعد الـدنيا الن              - ٤٥
  )هولندا(السجناء 

أن تستمر يف جهودها من أجل مواصلة ضمان احلق يف حرية التدين واملعتقد جلميع الكوبيني وأن   - ٤٦
، مبا يف )باكستان( بدون متييز تستمر يف سياساهتا املتمثلة يف احترام مجيع األديان والتسامح معها       

ذلك احلق يف اختيار املعتقد حسب اقتناع الشخص أو عدم الدعوة إىل أي دين كيفمـا كـان              
  )االحتاد الروسي؛ أذربيجان(شكله 

أن تواصل اجلهود الرامية إىل ضمان التمتع على أكمل وجـه ممكـن بـاحلقوق االقتـصادية                   - ٤٧
ا االستمرار يف إحراز تقدم من أجل ضمان حتقيق األهداف          واالجتماعية والثقافية، حىت يتسىن هل    

  )ابوي؛ اململكة العربية السعوديةنيكاراغوا؛ إيران؛ زمب(اإلمنائية لأللفية 

أن تنظر يف تبادل خربهتا وأفضل ممارساهتا مع البلدان النامية األخرى يف جمال حتقيق األهـداف                  - ٤٨
ددة يف جمايل التعليم االبتدائي، واملساواة بني اجلنسني واحلد اإلمنائية لأللفية، ال سيما األهداف احمل

  )ماليزيا(من معدل وفيات األطفال 

أن تواصل جهودها يف ميدان احلقوق االقتصادية واالجتماعية والثقافية وكذا احلقوق املعترف هبا   - ٤٩
  )سويسرا(لسياسية قوق املدنية وايف اإلعالن العاملي حلقوق اإلنسان والعهد الدويل اخلاص باحل
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أن تواصل التزامها بإعمال احلق يف التعليم واحلق يف الصحة جلميع مواطنيها وتبـادل جتارهبـا                  - ٥٠
  )إندونيسيا(ين احلقني األساسيني وأفضل ممارساهتا يف جمال تعزيز ومحاية هذ

اعي هبدف تعزيز احلق أن تعطي األولوية إىل حتسني سياساهتا احلديثة الرامية إىل زيادة اإلنتاج الزر  - ٥١
  )اجلزائر(طعة املفروضة على كوبا يف الغذاء وإعمال األمن الغذائي، رغم املقا

 للبلدان أن تنظر يف اعتماد إطار قانوين عام للحق يف الغذاء، بوصف ذلك ممارسةً جيدةً ومرجعاً         - ٥٢
  )قطر؛ البحرين(النامية 

   الغذاء الواردة يف التقرير املتعلـق بزيارتـه إىل          أن تنفذ توصيات املقرر اخلاص املعين باحلق يف         - ٥٣
  )باكستان(البلد 

أن تواصل تنفيذ الربامج اجلارية اإلجيابية واجلهود الرامية إىل إصالح وبناء املنازل لألشـخاص                - ٥٤
املتضررين من األعاصري، هبدف ضمان التمتع الكامل باحلق يف سكن الئق، مبا يف ذلك مبساعدة               

   لتلـك الـربامج     ويل، الذي عليه أن يقـدم الـدعم املـايل واملـادي الكـايف             من اجملتمع الد  
  )صربيا؛ البحرين(

أن تواصل تطوير الربامج اجلارية الرامية إىل حتقيق اهلدف النبيل إلتاحة أقصى قدر ممكـن مـن           - ٥٥
  )إندونيسيا؛ جيبويت(يل لكل كويب التعليم العا

ز احلقوق الثقافية هبدف ضمان وصول مجيع الكوبيني إىل         أن تواصل اجلهود الفعلية حلماية وتعزي       - ٥٦
  )االحتاد الروسي؛ البحرين(ياهتا القيم الثقافية يف مجيع جتل

أن تواصل تعزيز املبادرات املتخذة لفائدة البلدان النامية والدفاع عن هذه املبادرات، ال سيما يف   - ٥٧
  راطيـة الـشعبية؛    ريـة الو الدميق   اجلزائـر؛ مجهو  (جمال اإلعمال الكامل للحـق يف التنميـة         

  )السودان؛ فلسطني

صربيا؛ (أن تعزز املشاركة اإلجيابية للمجتمع املدين يف عملية متابعة االستعراض الدوري الشامل       - ٥٨
  التقريـر الـوطين    ، مع اإلشارة إىل املشاركة الواسعة للمجتمع املـدين يف إعـداد             )أذربيجان

  )أذربيجان(لكوبا 

ئج هذا االستعراض الدوري الشامل على نطاق واسع وأن جتري مشاورات منتظمة وشاملة              نتا تنشرأن    -٥٩
  وري الـشامل   مع اجملتمع املدين بوصف ذلك جـزءاً ال يتجـزأ مـن متابعـة االسـتعراض الـد                 

  )اجلمهورية التشيكية(

صـيات  أن تضع وتنفذ آلية مشتركة بني املؤسسات مبشاركة اجملتمع املدين من أجل تنفيـذ التو    - ٦٠
  ).املكسيك(ستعراض الدوري الشامل النامجة من آلية اال
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وسترد ردود كوبا على هـذه      . أما التوصيات التالية فستنظر فيها كوبا وسترد عليها يف الوقت املناسب            - ١٣١
  :التوصيات ضمن تقرير النتائج الذي سيعتمده جملس حقوق اإلنسان يف دورته احلادية عشرة

لدويل اخلاص باحلقوق املدنية والسياسية والعهد الدويل اخلاص باحلقوق         أن تصدق على العهد ا      - ١
كندا؛ هولنـدا؛ فرنـسا؛     (االقتصادية واالجتماعية والثقافية وأن تنفذمها يف أسرع وقت ممكن          

، وأن تسرع يف التصديق على العهد الدويل اخلاص بـاحلقوق املدنيـة   )إيطاليا؛ سويسرا؛ شيلي 
وأن تتخـذ تـدابري لتكييـف       ) إيطاليا(أو حتفظات   ) هولندا(قيود  ، بدون   )شيلي(والسياسية  

، وكذا تيسري تعميم هذه املعاهدات على اجلمهور وضمان وعي مجيع )هولندا(تشريعاهتا الوطنية 
  ؛ )كندا(الكوبيني باحلقوق الواردة فيها 

تسرع يف التصديق   أن تنظر يف االنضمام إىل نظام روما األساسي للمحكمة اجلنائية الدولية وأن               - ٢
  ؛)الربازيل(على العهدين اخلاصني حبقوق اإلنسان 

  ؛)اململكة املتحدة(أن تصدق على الربوتوكول االختياري امللحق باتفاقية مناهضة التعذيب   - ٣

 بشأن اتفاقية مناهضة التعذيب وأن تنظر يف التصديق         ٢٢أن تصدق على اإلعالن املتعلق باملادة         - ٤
  ؛)سويسرا(ختياري امللحق باتفاقية مناهضة التعذيب على الربوتوكول اال

  ؛)أذربيجان(أن تنظر يف التصديق على االتفاقية الدولية حلقوق مجيع العمال املهاجرين وأفراد أسرهم   -٥

  ؛)املكسيك(أن تنشئ مؤسسة وطنية حلقوق اإلنسان مبوجب القانون وفقاً ملبادئ باريس   - ٦

دعوة دائمة إىل   ) اجلمهورية التشيكية (وتوجه  ) ؛ سويسرا؛ فرنسا  اجلمهورية التشيكية (أن تصدر     - ٧
  ؛ )اجلمهورية التشيكية؛ سويسرا؛ فرنسا(مجيع اإلجراءات اخلاصة 

أن تواصل سياسة االنفتاح والتعاون مع آليات حقوق اإلنسان التابعة لألمم املتحدة، وال سيما                - ٨
ليات التابعة للمجلس اليت سبق هلا أن أعربت النظر بشكل إجيايب يف الطلبات اليت توجهها هذه اآل

  ؛)املكسيك(عن رغبتها يف زيارة كوبا 

أن توجه دعوات إىل مقررين خاصني آخرين تابعني لألمم املتحدة، ال سيما املـسؤولون عـن                  - ٩
، وحرية الرأي والتعبري، وحرية الدين أو املعتقد،        )اململكة املتحدة (املدافعني عن حقوق اإلنسان     

) اململكة املتحدة(، واستقالل القضاة واحملامني )اململكة املتحدة؛ سلوفاكيا(سرع وقت ممكن يف أ
  من أجل زيارة كوبا؛ 

أن تواصل فتح أبواهبا يف وجه التعاون مع منظمات حقوق اإلنسان واملنظمات اإلنسانية، مبا يف                 - ١٠
مكانية الـدخول الكامـل   ذلك من خالل توجيه دعوة مفتوحة إىل اإلجراءات اخلاصة وإتاحة إ 

، والسماح للجنة الدولية للصليب األمحر بـدخول  )كندا(ملمثلي اللجنة الدولية للصليب األمحر  
  ؛ )فرنسا(السجون وزيارة السجناء 
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  ؛ )اململكة املتحدة(أن تسمح للمنظمات املستقلة الدولية بزيارة كوبا   - ١١

  ابري تعـزز فـرص املـرأة يف اجملـال          اذ تد أن تتصدى لألسباب اجلذرية للدعارة من خالل اخت         - ١٢
  ؛)النمسا(القتصادي ا

وأن تنظر يف اختاذ تـدابري      ) إيطاليا(أن ختفض تدرجيياً عدد اجلرائم اليت يعاقَب عليها باإلعدام            - ١٣
  ؛ )سويسرا؛ إيطاليا(الحقة من أجل إلغاء العقوبة هنائياً 

 األمم املتحدة وغريها من املراقبني الـدوليني         الستعراض سجوهنا من قبل     دورياً أن تنشئ نظاماً    - ١٤
  ذوي الصلة، دعماً ملا أعربت عنه من التزام بأن تواصل حتـسني نظـام الـسجون يف كوبـا                   

  ؛)اململكة املتحدة(

أن تتخذ التدابري الالزمة ملكافحة االستغالل اجلنسي وأن تعتمد قانوناً ينص على إطار قـانوين                 - ١٥
  ؛ )فرنسا(غالل اجلنسي حلماية القصَّر من االست

أن تضمن احلق يف املساواة أمام احملاكم، ويف حماكمة عادلة، على حنو ما ينص عليـه اإلعـالن                    - ١٦
العاملي حلقوق اإلنسان العهد الدويل اخلاص باحلقوق املدنية والسياسية، وعلى حنو مـا ورد يف               

، وضمان حق مجيع املواطنني )ائيلإسر(مبادئ األمم املتحدة األساسية الستقالل السلطة القضائية 
  ؛ )النمسا(يف أن تستمع هلم حمكمة مستقلة 

أن تعتمد قانوناً يضمن حرية التنقل داخل اإلقليم وفقاً للعهد الدويل اخلاص بـاحلقوق املدنيـة       - ١٧
والسياسية، الذي وقَّعت عليه كوبا، وأن تلغي نظام الترخيص مبغادرة البلد، مث حتذف جرميـة               

  ).فرنسا(إلقليم بصورة غري قانونية من القانون اجلنائي الحقاً مغادرة ا

، )ب(٩٦، و )د(و) ج(٧٩، و )أ(٦٤، و )ج(و) ب(٥٣أما التوصيات املشار إليها يف التقرير يف الفقرات           - ١٣٢
وقد رفضت كوبـا    . أعاله فلم حتظ بتأييد كوبا    ) ج(و) ب(١١٠، و )ج(و) ب(١٠٩، و )أ(١٠٦، و )ب(١٠٥و

ال يوجد أي شعب ميكن أن يقبل بالتشكيك يف حقه ) أ: ( أساس إحدى احلجج التالية أو أكثرتلك التوصيات على
  يف تقرير املصري ويف حقه السيادي يف اختيار نظامه السياسي واالقتصادي والقـضائي والثقـايف واالجتمـاعي؛                 

جنبية هبدف تدمري النظام ال يوجد بلد ميكن أن يقبل بأي توصية تساهم يف تنفيذ سياسة تضعها قوة عظمى أ) ب(
ال ميكن أن تقوم أي توصية على ادعاءات كاذبة أو حمرَّفة أو ) ج(الدستوري الشرعي الذي اختاره الشعب حبرية؛ 

  .ملفَّقة نتيجة جهل لواقع البلد أو نقص يف املعلومات املتعلقة به

أو /الدول اليت قدمتها و   /قف الدولة أو التوصيات الواردة يف هذا التقرير جتسد مو       /ومجيع االستنتاجات و    - ١٣٣
  .لذا ال ينبغي تصورها على أهنا حتظى بتأييد الفريق العامل ككل. الدولة موضوع هذا االستعراض
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