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! Unless indicated otherwise, the status of ratifications of instruments listed in the table may be found

in Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General: Status as at 31 December 2006
(ST/LEG/SER.E.25), supplemented by the official website of the United Nations Treaty Collection
database, Office of Legal Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat, http://treaties.un.org/

2 The following abbreviations have been used for this document:

ICERD International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination;

ICESCR International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights;

OP-ICESCR Optional Protocol to ICESCR;

ICCPR International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

ICCPR-OP 1 Optional Protocol to ICCPR;

ICCPR-OP 2 Second Optional Protocol to ICCPR, aiming at the abolition of the
death penalty;

CEDAW Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women;

OP-CEDAW Optional Protocol to CEDAW;

CAT Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment;

OP-CAT Optional Protocol to CAT;

CRC Convention on the Rights of the Child;

OP-CRC-AC Optional Protocol to CRC on the involvement of children in armed
conflict;

OP-CRC-SC Optional Protocol to CRC on the sale of children, child prostitution
and child pornography;

ICRMW International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All
Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families;

CRPD Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities;

OP-CRPD Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities;

CED International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from

Enforced Disappearance.

3 “The Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic states that the provision in article 17, paragraph 1, of the

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination whereby a number of States are
deprived of the opportunity to become Parties to the Convention is of a discriminatory nature, and
hold that, in accordance with the principle of the sovereign equality of States, the Convention should
be open to participation by all interested States without discrimination or restriction of any kind.”

4 “The Republic of Belarus, pursuant to article 3 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the
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Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, declares that voluntary
recruitment of citizens into the armed forces of the Republic of Belarus shall occur upon the
attainment by them of 18 years of age. Admission to a military academy, to which citizens aged 17
years or over, including those who attain 17 years of age during the year in which they are admitted to
such an academy, are entitled, in accordance with article 43 of the Act of the Republic of Belarus of 5
November 1992 on Military Obligations and Military Service, shall constitute an exception to the
above. Such admission shall not be forced or coerced. The legislation of the Republic of Belarus
guarantees that entry into military service as a cadet at a military academy:

Shall be voluntary;

Shall occur with the informed consent of the person's parents or legal guardians;

Shall occur on condition that such persons are fully informed of the duties involved in

military service;

Shall be permitted on condition that such persons provide reliable proof of age prior to

acceptance into military service.”
Adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 63/117 of 10 December 2008. Article 17,
paragraph 1 of OP-ICESCR states that “The present Protocol is open for signature by any State that
has signed, ratified or acceded to the Covenant”.
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children,
supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime.
1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol, 1954 Convention relating
to the status of Stateless Persons and 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness.
Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces
in the Field (First Convention); Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of
Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea (Second Convention);
Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War (Third Convention); Convention relative to
the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (Fourth Convention); Protocol Additional to the
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of International
Armed Contflicts (Protocol 1); Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and
relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol II); Protocol
Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Adoption of an
Additional Distinctive Emblem (Protocol III). For the official status of ratifications, see Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland, at
www.eda.admin.ch/eda/fr/home/topics/intla/intrea/chdep/warvic.html.
International Labour Organization Convention No. 29 concerning Forced or Compulsory Labour;
Convention No. 105 concerning the Abolition of Forced Labour, Convention No. 87 concerning
Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organise; Convention No. 98 concerning the
Application of the Principles of the Right to Organise and to Bargain Collectively; Convention No.
100 concerning Equal Remuneration for Men and Women Workers for Work of Equal Value;
Convention No. 111 concerning Discrimination in Respect of Employment and Occupation;
Convention No. 138 concerning the Minimum Age for Admission to Employment; Convention No.
182 concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of
Child Labour.
Concluding observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
(CERD/C/65/CO/2), para. 11.
Ibid., paras 16-18.
E/CN.4/2005/35, para. 84.
E/CN.4/2006/36, para. 95.
UNCT submission to the UPR on Belarus, p. 10.
CAT, Official Records of the General Assembly, fifty-sixth session, Supplement No. 44 (A/56/44),
para. 46 (g).
UNCT submission to the UPR on Belarus, p. 8.
Ibid., p. 1.
CEDAW, Official Records of the General Assembly, fifty-ninth session, Supplement No. 38
(A/59/38), paras. 333-336.
ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations, Individual
Direct Request concerning ILO Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention, 1958 (No.
111), 2009, Geneva, doc. No. (ILOLEX) 092009BLR111, fourth paragraph.
ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations, Individual
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26
27
28
29
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31
32
33
34

35

36

37

Observation concerning ILO Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organise
Convention, 1948 (No. 87), 2008, Geneva, doc. No. (ILOLEX) 062008BLR087, eighth paragraph.
For the list of national human rights institutions with accreditation status granted by the International
Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights
(ICC), see A/HRC/10/55, annex 1.

A/HRC/4/16, para 10. See also UNCT submission to the UPR on Belarus, paragraph 3.
CERD/C/65/CO/2, para. 13. See also concluding observations of the Committee on the Rights of the
Child (CRC/C/15/Add. 180), paragraph.17.

UNCT submission to the UPR on Belarus, p. 3.

UNODC submission to the UPR on Belarus, p. 2.

A/59/38, para. 345.

UNCT submission to the UPR on Belarus, p. 7.

Ibid., p. 3.

See General Assembly resolution 59/113 B of 14 July 2005, Human Rights Council resolution 6/24 of
28 September 2007 and for more details, see letters from Permanent Mission of the Republic of
Belarus in Geneva dated 23 July 2009, 29 December 2008 and 25 April 2008, and letters from the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights dated 9 January 2006 and 10 December 2007,
see at http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/education/training/Summary-national-initiatives 2005-
2009.htm.

The following abbreviations have been used for this document:

CERD Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination;

CESCR Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights;

HR Committee Human Rights Committee;

CEDAW Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women;
CAT Committee against Torture;

CRC Committee on the Rights of the Child.

A/HRC/4/16, para. 59.

A/64/290, paras 19-20.

E/CN.4/2005/6/Add.3.

Special Rapporteurs on violence against women; on contemporary forms of racism, on racial
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance; on contemporary forms of slavery; on the right to
health; onthe right to education; on the right to food; on the sale of children; and on the human
rights of migrants.

Letter dated 13 November 2009 from the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Belarus to the United
Nations Office and other International Organizations at Geneva addressed to the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.

United Nations Press Release:
http://www?2.ohchr.org/english/issues/trafficking/docs/PressRelease VisitBelarus.doc.

The questionnaires referred to are those reflected in an official report by a special procedure mandate
holder issued between 1 January 2006 and 31 January 2010. Responses counted for the purposes of
this section are those received within the relevant deadlines, relating to the following questionnaires:
(a) report of the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially in women and children
(E/CN.4/2006/62) and the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
pornography (E/CN.4/2006/67), joint questionnaire on the relationship between trafficking and the
demand for commercial sexual exploitation, 2005; (b) report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornography (A/HRC/4/31), questionnaire on the sale of
children’s organs, 2006; (c) report of the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially
women and children (A/HRC/4/23), questionnaire on issues related to forced marriages and
trafficking in persons, 2006; (d) report of the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants
(A/HRC/4/24), questionnaire on the impact of certain laws and administrative measures on migrants,
2006; (e) report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to education (A/HRC/4/29), questionnaire on
the right to education of persons with disabilities, 2006; (f) report of the Special Representative of the
Secretary-General on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business
enterprises (A/HRC/4/35/Add.3), questionnaire on human rights policies and management practices;
(g) report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of
indigenous people (A/HRC/6/15), questionnaire on the human rights of indigenous people, 2007; (h)
report of the Working Group on the use of mercenaries (A/62/301), questionnaire on measures
adopted and envisaged, including legislation, regarding mercenaries, 2007; (i) report of the Special
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Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (A/HRC/7/8),
questionnaire on assistance and rehabilitation programmes for child victims of sexual exploitation,
2007; (j) report of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women (A/HRC/7/6), questionnaire on
indicators on violence against women, 2007; (k) report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to
education (A/HRC/8/10), questionnaire on the right to education in emergency situations, 2007; (1)
report of the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children
(A/HRC/10/16 and Corr.1), questionnaire on trafficking in persons, 2008; (m) report of the
independent expert on the question of human rights and extreme poverty to the eleventh session of the
Council (A/HRC/11/9), questionnaire on Cash Transfer Programmes, 2008; (n) report of the Special
Rapporteur on the right to education, (A/HRC/11/8), questionnaire on the right to education for
persons in detention, 2009; (o) report of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women
(A/HRC/11/6), questionnaire on violence against women and political economy, 2008; (p) report of
the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery, including its causes and consequences
(A/HRC/12/21), questionnaire on national legislation and initiatives addressing the issue of bonded
labour, 2009; (q) report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
pornography (A/HRC/12/23), questionnaire on measures to prevent and combat online child
pornography, 2009; (r) report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to food (A/HRC/12/31),
questionnaire on world food and nutrition security, 2009; (s) report of the Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention (A/HRC/13/30), questionnaire on the detention of drug users, 2009; (t) joint
study on global practices in relation to secret detention in the context of countering terrorism
(A/HRC/13/42), questionnaire on secret detention, 2009; (u) report of the Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights defenders (A/HRC/13/22), questionnaire on the security and protection of
human rights defenders, 2009.

Report of the Commission on Human Rights on its sixtieth session (E/2004/23- E/CN.4/2004/127), p.
54.

See Commission on Human Rights resolution 2005/13 and Human Rights Council decision 1/102.
A/HRC/4/16, para 2.

Ibid., para. 58.

E/CN.4/2006/36, para. 95.

A/RES/62/169 para.1 (b) and A/RES/61/175. para. 1(a).

Note Verbale dated 10 December 2004 from the Permanent Mission of Belarus to the United Nations
Office at Geneva addressed to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights,
E/CN.4/2005/G/11, p.3.

Human Rights Council Decision 5/1 “Institution-building of the United Nations Human Rights
Council”, para. 61 and appendix I: Renewed mandates until they could be considered by the Human
Rights Council according to its Annual Programme of Work.

OHCHR 2009 Report on Activities and Results.

A/59/38, paras. 339-340.

ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations, Individual

Direct Request concerning ILO Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention, 1958 (No.

111), 2009, Geneva, doc. No. (ILOLEX) 092009BLR111, first paragraph.

CERD/C/65/CO/2, para. 7.

Ibid., para. 8.

ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations, Individual

Direct Request concerning ILO Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention, 1958 (No.

111), 2009, Geneva, doc. No. (ILOLEX) 092009BLR111, fifth paragraph.
CERD/C/65/CO/2, para. 10.
ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations, Individual

Direct Request concerning ILO Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention, 1958 (No.

111), 2009, Geneva, doc. No. (ILOLEX) 092009BLR111, second paragraph.
Ibid., sixth paragraph.

A/56/44, para. 45(1).

A/HRC/4/16, para. 13; E/CN.4/2005/35, para. 17.

E/CN.4/2006/53/Add.3, para. 17.

E/CN.4/2005/35, para. 85.

Ibid., para 19.See also paras. 20-21.

A/HRC/10/9, paras. 64-66. See also E/CN.4/2002/79, para. 56.

A/56/44, para. 45(b) and (c). See also A/HRC/4/16, para. 13.
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UNCT Submission to UPR on Belarus, p. 7.

A/59/38, para. 348.

E/CN.4/2005/6/Add.3, para. 49. See also A/HRC/4/16, para. 49.

A/56/44, para. 46 (e).
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UNCT Submission to the UPR on Belarus.
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UNCT submission to the UPR on Belarus, pp. 6-12.

A/59/38, para. 350.

E/CN.4/2005/6/Add.3, para. 44. See also report of the Special Rapporteur on the independence of
judges and lawyers (E/CN.4/2001/65/Add.1), para. 111.
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E/CN.4/2001/65/Add.1, para. 110.

A/HRC/10/21, para. 24; A/HRC/7/4, para. 31.

E/CN.4/2005/6/Add.3, para. 79.

A/56/44, para. 45 (g). See also E/CN.4/2001/65/Add.1, paras. 116-118.

E/CN.4/2005/6/Add.3 para. 83.

A/HRC/4/16, para. 14.

CCPR/C/77/D/886/1999, views adopted on 3 April 2003, CCPR/C/77/D/887/1999, views adopted on
3 April 2003.
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