
STATUS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE PRINCIPALITY OF LIECHTENSTEIN
FOR THE 43RD SESSION OF THE

UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW

Introduction

1. The European Centre for Law and Justice (ECLJ) is an international, non-
governmental organization dedicated to promoting and protecting human rights around the
world. The ECLJ also holds Special Consultative status before the United Nations Economic
and Social Council. This report discusses the status of human rights in the Principality of
Liechtenstein (Liechtenstein) for the 43rd session of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR).

Background

2. Liechtenstein is located in Europe and has an estimated population of 39,711 people,
of which immigrants make up about 67%.1 Of the total population, 73.4% identify as Roman
Catholic, 6.3% as Reformed Protestant, 5.9% as Muslim, 1.3% as Christian Orthodox, 1.2%
as Lutheran, 0.7% as other Protestant, 0.3% as other Christian, 0.8% as other, 7% as none,
and 3.3% as unspecified.2

3. Liechtenstein’s previous review was held on January 24, 2018.3 As a result of the
review, Liechtenstein received 126 recommendations, 84 of which were accepted by
Liechtenstein.4 One recommendation made by France and noted by Liechtenstein, was that
the government “[e]ase the very strict legislation on abortion.”5 There were only a few
recommendations made regarding the issue of human trafficking, including a
recommendation made by the Maldives and supported by Liechtenstein that the government
“[c]ontinue to take measures against human trafficking by adopting a gender-sensitive
asylum procedure that responds to the specific needs of women and girl victims of
trafficking.”6 There were no specific recommendations made regarding religious freedom.

Legal Framework

4. The Constitution of Lichtenstein provides for basic human rights and freedoms.
Article 27bis(1) states that “[h]uman dignity shall be respected and protected,” and Article
27ter(1) states that “[e]very person shall have the right to life.”7 Liechtenstein’s abortion laws
do give true meaning to these provisions, making the country a world leader in rights for the
preborn.

5. Liechtenstein’s abortion regulations are in line with the majority of U.N. Member
States. Under Liechtenstein’s laws, abortion is illegal in most circumstances, with exceptions
for life and health of the mother, rape, and under-aged victims.8

6. Liechtenstein’s abortion laws also generally reflect the principles enshrined in the
Convention on the Rights of Child (CRC), the International Covenant on Civil and Political
rights (ICCPR), and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). For instance,
under Article 6 of the CRC, to which Liechtenstein is a party,9 “States Parties recognize that
every child has the inherent right to life.”10 Further, “States Parties shall ensure to the
maximum extent possible the survival and development of the child.”11 Liechtenstein is also a
party to the ICCPR.12 Under Article 6, “[e]very human being has the inherent right to life.
This right shall be protected by law. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life.”13

Abortion
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7. Since the previous UPR, Liechtenstein has not undertaken efforts to expand abortion.
This is commendable, especially in light of the fact that many countries in Europe have begun
to strip away protections from preborn babies. In fact, within Europe, 42 countries permit
abortion on request with a gestational limit of at least 12 weeks.14 Liechtenstein remains one
of only six countries in Europe, which does not allow abortion on request or on broad
socioeconomic grounds.15 However, while Liechtenstein may be in the minority within
Europe, Liechtenstein’s laws on abortion fall in line with a majority of countries in the world.

8. Most countries understand that there is no “international right to abortion.” As such, a
majority of the world has strict limitations when it comes to taking the life of a preborn baby.
Out of the 193 U.N. Member States, an overwhelming majority (112) of them have strict
limits on abortion: twenty countries prohibit abortion altogether; forty-two countries only
permit abortion where the mother’s life is at risk; and fifty only allow abortion to preserve the
health of the mother.16 Even in the sixty-two countries that have varying gestational limits for
on-demand abortions, the majority of them (53) have a gestational limit of twelve weeks or
less, while some allow only up to fourteen weeks.17 Only eleven countries allow abortion
throughout pregnancy for social and economic grounds, including for rape, incest, or fetal
impairment.18 Only two countries broadly allow pre-viability abortion.19 And finally, there
are only six extreme outliers among the nations, including China and North Korea, which do
not have a law indicating any gestational limit on abortion, though their regulatory
mechanisms vary.20

9. It can clearly be seen that, while abortion regulations vary across the world, the one
thing that almost every country agrees on is that the state maintains an interest in protecting
life, not only of women and girls, but for all its citizens, including preborn babies. This is
such a foundational interest that it is enshrined in international, national, and local laws.

10. The UDHR, one of the most respected documents reinforcing human rights, states that
“recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of
the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world,”21 and that
“[e]veryone has the right to life . . . .”22 Again, Article 6 of the ICCPR likewise states that
“[e]very human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall be protected by law.”23

And the preamble of the United Nations Charter states that “the peoples of the United
Nations determined . . . to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and
worth of the human person . . . .”24 It is important to note that, while virtually all international
treaties contain provisions for the protection and promotion of the right to life, not one
contains a “right to abortion.” Furthermore, the 1994 Cairo Conference on Population and
Development urged U.N. Member States to “reduce the recourse to abortion”25 and to “take
appropriate steps to help women avoid abortion, which in no case should be promoted as a
method of family planning.”26

11. Liechtenstein understands that abortion is one of the gravest of all offenses against
human life and justice because it entails the deliberate killing of an innocent human being.
Any justification of abortion (aside from the extremely rare life vs. life situations where a
mother is at risk of dying from continuing the pregnancy) fundamentally rests on the
proposition that some members of the human race do not have even the most basic of human
rights, i.e., the right to life. That proposition violates the international laws mentioned above.
Human life has inherent value that transcends extenuating circumstances such as the
possibility that there might be physical abnormalities. Babies born with Down syndrome are
capable of living long and otherwise healthy lives, and tests used to detect abnormalities are
not consistently reliable. A country has not only the right, but the duty to protect each and
every innocent life.27
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12. Abortion can also cause physical harm to the mother, beyond the harm (i.e., death) to
the preborn child. This can result directly from the procedure itself (e.g., perforation of the
uterus,28 laceration of the cervix29), from the deprivation of the health benefits of continuing
pregnancy (e.g., eliminating the protective effect of a full-term pregnancy against breast
cancer),30 or by masking other dangerous symptoms (e.g., a woman with an infection or an
ectopic pregnancy may believe her symptoms are merely normal after-effects of abortion,
leading her to delay seeking medical help).31 Remarkably, although prepared by pro-abortion
activists and lacking in any legal authority, the World Health Organization’s newly published
2022 “Abortion care guideline” also acknowledges the complications of abortion.32

13. Abortion also causes women terrible side effects post-procedure, such as leading to
drug abuse to suicidal thoughts.33 All of these factors contribute to the negative and even
devastating effects abortion has on women and girls and are further evidence of why
Liechtenstein has every right to protect women and preborn children from the devastating
effects of abortion.

Human Trafficking

14. Liechtenstein also appears to be an outlier in the area of human trafficking. While
countries made recommendations in this area during the previous review, no cases of
trafficking have been reported in Liechtenstein in recent years. During the prior review
however, foreign nightclub dancers “who were granted short-term residence permits until
February 2016 were identified as a vulnerable group.”34 Since February 2016, Liechtenstein
has stopped issuing short-term residence permits, so this does not seem to be an issue any
longer for this UPR35 Further, sexual violence against women appears to be extremely low,
with not a single incident of rape reported in the year 2020.36

15. To further bolster Liechtenstein’s commitment to end human trafficking, the
Liechtenstein Initiative for a Financial Sector Commission on Modern Slavery and Human
Trafficking (Initiative) was launched in September of 2018.37 The Initiative is a partnership
between Liechtenstein, Australia, the Netherlands, the United Nations University Centre for
Policy Research, and the Liechtenstein private sector, which “aims to put the financial sector
at the heart of global efforts to end modern slavery and human trafficking and accelerate
action in eradicating these practices.”38 As its first action, the Initiative released a report that
was a Blueprint for ending trafficking and modern day slavery. The Blueprint sets out five
goals to bolster the financial industry’s response to modern slavery and human trafficking.
Each goal is based on a set of proposed actions. These include:

 Increasing resources for financial investigations of modern slavery and human
trafficking

 Developing better indicators of trafficking-related money laundering and terrorist
financing risks

 Promoting collaboration across the sector on human rights due diligence and social
risk mapping

 Developing detailed leverage guidance
 Investing in digital and social finance, including microfinance, to serve the most

vulnerable.39

The Blueprint also gave rise to Finance Against Slavery and Trafficking (FAST).

16. From September 2018 – 2019, FAST held four formal meetings across the world to
discuss ways in which the global financial market can address and prevent human trafficking
worldwide.40 In addition to these meetings, “over 100 informal consultations took place with
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stakeholders.”41

17. Since the launch of FAST, it has worked with key partners who have helped
disseminate and promote the implementation of the Blueprint all over the world.

18. Furthermore, the Association of Certified Anti-Money Laundering Specialists have
teamed up with FAST to provide the first-ever modern slavery and human trafficking
awareness certificate, a free training course raising awareness of the financial footprints left
by these crimes.42

Recommendations

19. Liechtenstein is a world leader on protecting the rights of preborn babies and
combatting human trafficking. Despite being one of the world’s smallest countries,
Liechtenstein serves as a role model to other nations on how a society can protect
fundamental human rights. Liechtenstein should reject any calls to weaken or remove its
protections for the preborn. Liechtenstein should be commended on its commitment to
protect the most basic human right, the right to life, whether it be from abortion or human
trafficking.
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