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Founded in 1983, The Advocates for Human Rights (“The Advocates”) is a volunteer-based 

non-governmental organization committed to the impartial promotion and protection of 

international human rights standards and the rule of law. The Advocates conducts a range of 

programs to promote human rights in the United States and around the world, including 

monitoring and fact finding, direct legal representation, education and training, and publication. 

The Advocates is the primary provider of legal services to low-income asylum seekers in the 

Upper Midwest region of the United States. A growing number of victims fleeing politically-

based violence in Burundi have requested legal assistance from The Advocates in applying for 

asylum in the United States. Information from asylum seekers about the human rights violations 

that they experienced in Burundi has been used in this submission with their permission. 

 
 


