ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO SWITZERLAND (SECOND BATCH)

BELGIUM

Le Comité des droits de I’enfant (CRC) s’est dit préoccupé par des cas de propos
haineux dirigés contre les lesbiennes, les gays, les bisexuels, les transgenres et les
intersexués. Quelles mesures la Suisse a-t-elle I’intention de prendre pour lutter contre
la discrimination fondée sur I’orientation sexuelle et I’identit¢ de genre?

Bien que le Comité pour I’élimination de la discrimination a 1’égard des femmes
(CEDAW) ait félicité les efforts déployés en vue de mettre fin a la violence sexiste, il
demeure préoccupé par le faible taux de poursuites et de condamnations des violences
domestiques. Comment le gouvernement suisse envisage-t-il de remédier a cette
situation?

Le Comité pour I’¢limination de la discrimination a I’égard des femmes (CEDAW) a
noté que 1’écart salarial entre hommes et femmes restait ¢élevé. Quelles sont les
mesures prévues par le gouvernement suisse afin d’améliorer cette situation?

Le référendum d’initiative populaire suisse suscite l’'inquiétude du Comité des droits
de 'Homme, parce qu’il pourrait se révéler manifestement incompatible avec les
dispositions du Pacte international relatif aux droits civils et politiques. De quelle
maniére la Suisse renforcera-t-elle ses mécanismes garantissant une forme de controle
de compatibilité des initiatives populaires avec les obligations découlant du Pacte,
avant leur soumission a votation?

NORWAY

Norway welcomes measures undertaken to address concerns regarding gender
inequality during the review period. However, we see the need for broader action to
combat persistent traditional gender patterns in Switzerland, including in the field of
family policies. Following up on CEDAW’s recommendation, is Switzerland
planning to develop a comprehensive gender equality strategy, policy and action plan
to address structural factors causing persistent gender inequalities in Swiss society?

Despite recommendations by several UN committees and the Council of Europe,
Switzerland has not introduced a general anti-discrimination law. Switzerland rejected
many recommendations, including from Norway, regarding such a law during the
UPR 14 in 2012. In light of the 2016 study by the state funded Swiss Center of
Expertise in Human Rights on access to justice, which shows a number of gaps and
deficits in Swiss anti-discrimination law, Norway would like to ask what is the main
obstacle to introducing a general anti-discrimination law in Switzerland? What
measures are undertaken to ensure equal treatment?

The Council of Europe Commission against Racism and Intolerance, ECRI,
recommended in 2014 that the Swiss authorities task one or more independent
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authorities to promote understanding of LGBTI persons and combat the
discrimination from which they suffer, with a budget. In 2017 ECRI considered that
this recommendation had not been implemented. Which concrete measures will be
undertaken to ensure an effective compliance with this recommendation?

The Council of Europe’s Commissioner on Human Rights, Nils Muiznieks has called
upon Switzerland to make progress in migration-related areas before the new asylum
law enters in to force in 2019. How will the Swiss authorities follow up his
statement?



