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human nghts system _ . Sk .
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Among the recommendahons accepted today is one to ensure that all crvll socrety actors, as well as

“ the Human Rights Commission, can carry out their activities, including partrcmatlng in international

méchanisms, without being subiected to repnsal'1 another [made / aceepted] s to- guarantee the

- tonfortity. of the national Human Rights Commission” with the Paris Prlncrples strengthen its

indepéndence and. protect its members: against réprisals and mtrmrdatlon and yet another [mads 7
accepted] is to develop and | ipl lement laws; policies and mechanisms that ensure full protectlon of all

L qurnalrste and human rlghts defendera agalnst ettacka and repnsaE33 (Latvra)

in the months srnce the recommendatlons were, made the Maldlvlan Supreme Court has

- Fol lowmg the Commlssmn ] contrlbutlon to the second UPR which touched on the pollttcrsatlon and-
© o lack of tndependence of thee Judlmary, in_June 2015 the Supreme Court handed down'averdictiha -
- case it initiated against the Commrssron declaring the Commissian's submlsslon unlawful and that it - - -
" ‘must abide;’ by & set of 11 very broad and jll-defined gurdellnes in carrying out its activities. These

* include that* any- communication with rnternatlonal bodies - must take- place through relevant

Government institutions, The gurdellnes also requlre the Commission to Work i1 & manner that “does

" not create. dtvralcns in socisty’ and “will not affect the disciplinie, cultura"and tradlttons of the Maldivian -
- people and will not affect peace and harmony They aleo wam agalnst causang damage to the

reputatlon of the Maldlves

- AAa the Htgh Commleslcner hae stated “l\tatlonal humara rlghts |nst1tut|ons pay a plvotal role i

i mdependentlv monitoring and protecting human rlghts and shoul d be empowerecl to report on rlghts ‘
. leslies wrthout fear” : e : . R :

E v
P

“‘The de slon of the Court is a clear breach of mternatlonal law and ﬂagrantly mcompatlble wrth the_"‘ -

' Maldtvee membershlp of the Councrl

- Preventmg relevant stakeholders from partlcrpatlng undermlnes the UPR process s a whole and- . o
" - constitufes an act of reprisal, In this regard we recall Humar nghte Couneil Resolution 24/24 which

s

- a The UPR !s a crltlcal mechanlsm of the C‘ounml and the partlmpanon of NHRls is essentlal to ensure ..

the process is based on - objectlve and reliable mformatron as’ requlred by the GA and is expllcltly' .

. called for by the GA and the Counorl

urges States to prevent and refrain from-all acts of intimidation of reprisal against thosé who seek to- ~

- cooperate or have: ceoper‘ated with the.Unitad Nations, its mpresentatsvea and mechamsme inthe fiald * -~
‘ ef human rghts orwho have pre\rlded testlmony orinformatlon to them DL e

We also recall Councll Resolutlon 2718 whlch expltcrtly welcomes the |mportant role played by

. hati enal human r]ghts mstrtutrona in the, Human Rights Councrl' and commends |n partlcutar the

[m paragraph 141. 20] hy Swﬂzerlahd
[ln paragraph 143.28] by Tunisia,
[m paragraph '143 601 by Latvra -
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mcreasmg engagement of NHRls at all stages of the UPR’ The resolutmn further specrf‘es that -
‘NHRIs and their members and staff should not face any forni of reprisal or intimidation’ and that such -~ -
acts must be promptly and thoroughly mvestigated with the perpetrators brought to ]ust|ce .

For a ‘member State of the UN Human Rights Councrl to retalrate agalnst a NHRI members for K

s prowdrng a report.to the Council is tantamount {o contempt of the UN, and plamly |ncompat|ble W|th_

',membershlpofthatbody R 7, B o BT
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