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Thank yon Mr.'Presidént, :

This statement has been prepared in constltation with a wide group of civil society organizatiofis working on the

protection and promotion of human rights of sexual minorities in Liberia.’

We welcome the mumber of recommendations on issues of sexual orientation and gender identity that several

States made during this eycle Howevel, we regret ‘the lack of support by the Liberian government to these

reeommendatlons
Mr. President

.. LGBTI persons in leerra continue fo be subject to dlfferent human rights abuses such as harassment physrca]
attacks verbal abuse, mob violence, hate crimes, rel1g10us mtolerance, negative media expression and. family )
rejectl()]l There ate no deliberate efforts by the Liberian govemment to stop this dire srtuatlon or to increase -

. access to justice to LGBT. persons WhO have been victims of these mjustrces

The Constltutlon and the Liberian Ieg1slat10n do not recogmze the protectlon of i 1ts citizens on the basis of sexual

" orientation and gender identity. The Penal Code cr1m111a11zes “volumntary sodomy”‘by same-sex lcouples w1th a’
penalti of up to one year’s imprisonment. In addrtron L1ber1a lacks proper legaI prov1srons,to combat hate
crimesand mc:ldents against LGBT persons. . ‘
Mr. Presldeut

{ ' .
As consequence of the lack of legal arad pohcy proteeuons and a natwnai strategy to address issues of sexnal:

orrentatmn and génder 1de11t1ty, LGBT persons, and other groups face obstacles to access bas1c serv1ces
- pm“uculally health servmes at clinics and hosprtals Sexual and reproductive rights remain a ehallenge in leena,
specially the chssemmatlon of information to speeiﬁe vuinel able groups such as sexual mrnon’tles drug users;

- people llvmg with HIV and sex workers They rematn sr1gmatlzed and d1scmmnated

Mr Pres1dent . ‘.

We urge the Liberian govemment to amend and complete the-legislative and institutional fiamework 10
A Vcomprehenswely address discnmmatmn on gmunde of sexual onentatron, gender 1dent1ty and exp1essron .
Lrberra has eonstrtutlonal and 1nst1tut10na1 frameworks to suppert equahty and promote human 11ghts for

' everyene ‘this should also 1nclude the protectron of LGBT persons

Thank you Mr. Pre31dent

, " This statement has been prepaled in consu]tatron with - the Libegia Imtratwe fot the Plomotmn of Rights,
Inclependence Diversity, and Equa ity (LIPRIDE) -




