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: Thank you lVIr Pre51dent

- The Commonwealth Human nghts Imtlatwe shares the
| concerns of the H1gh Comm1ssmner in relat1on to the Maldives. .
“In partlcular ‘CHRI echoes Mr-Zeid’s reservations about former

s : President Nasheed’s trial, and supports the calls for. his -

1mmed1ate releaset The 1nternat10nal commumty S repeated

empha51s on due process through the rule of law reflects the

; 1mportance of a ]ust process 1n ensurmg the Vahdrty of thew.
trral’s merlts S L -

_ :-Mr Pre51dent CHRI belleves that an mdependent ]ud1c1ary,
. :1ndependent 1nst1tut1ons and certain fundamental liberties
- suchas freedom of expressmn assembly, and access to -
_ Vj'rmformatlon are the very basic tenets of democracy ‘Actions '_
_that negatlvely interfere with the funcuonmg of the ]ud1c1ary,
| :fcomprom1se the 1ndependence of institutions, or threaten ba51c
'llbertres are a threat to a workmg democracy

leen the developments over the past year such as the lack of
posmve action in the case of the dlsappearance ofa ]ournahst
_ Workmg for one of the leadlng Mald1v1an dailies, the act1ons
_ against the ald1v1an NHRI for ¢ engaging ‘with the UPR,

contmued restrlctlons on rlght to.counsel and the right to

‘_"remam silent under certain circimstances, and the arbltrary

B - removal ofSupreme Court]ustrces lastyear CHRI{s deeply SN
- concerned about the future of democracy in the Mald1ves T

o er Pre51dent CHRI Welcomes the government s 1nd1cat10n of

| :Wﬂhngness to work with certain inter- governmental o

. orgamzauons 1ncludmg the Commonwealth Secretarrat We
look forward to necessary reforms bemg 1mplemented ,

- promptly. Further, CHRI calls upon the Maldivian government
~ toswiftly fulfill its reportlng obhgatlons to the various UN

‘- ’mechamsms




'_To conclude CHRI shares the High Cornrmssroner S concern

about pro’cectmg and nurturing civil soc1ety In this regard

* CHRI calls on the government to constructlvely engagein

e partnershlp w1th civil society at home and 1nternat10nally over

the UPR recommendations it has accepted and those it
rejected, and to find solutions to the difficult and sensitive
“issues t that are 1rnped1ng democracy and the reahzatlon of |

'.humanrlghts R R A




