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Mr Presrdent

Amnesty Intemational Welcomes the government’s recent efforts towards o
strengthening the protectlon and promotlon of human rights in Fiji, iricluding by
becoming the 99™" abolitionist country when it repealed the death penafty for all

crimes, by promptly mvestlgatlng and charging those responsrb[e for arecent death in .
custody, and by announcmg its commitment to ratify the Convention agalnst Torture .
“and Other Cruel lnhuman or Degradmg Treatment or Pumshment : :

We also welcome the review by the govemment of the Essentlal Natlonal Industries.

“ Decree (ENID) which severely restricts collective bargalnlng ngh“ts, the rlght to, stnke '

- and the right to formand | join trade unions in certain sectors. We urge the government B
to ensure that the decreé is amended to meet :nternatlonal labor. standards, including -
compliance with the Internatronal Labor Organlzatlon treatles that FI_]I has ratlfled as
'recommended in the revuew : :

g Whlle FIJI has made some progress in recogmzmg economlc and socral rlghts, we regret '
that cnnl and polltlcal rights are rotyet equally promoted and protectecl Anumber of -
past cases of torture and ill-treatment have not béen investigated by the Fiji authorities
and freedom of expressmn remains restricted by a range of natlona[ laws, mcludlng the.
- Medla lndustry Development DecrEe B S .
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We welcome Fiji's acceptance of many recommendations, in particular to issue'a -
standing invitation to the UN Special Procedures.” We urge the government to accept

~ requests to visit Fiji by the UN Special Rapporteurs on freedom of expression, and on
'the in'd'é[ije'n-den,ce 'of‘judges'and lawyers, ancl to fu_lly cofeperate,with them3

We are disappornted that Fur was unable to accept recommendatrons
to amend national Iegrslatlon £0 ensure these guarantee. freedom of expressron, _
' assembly and assoclatron in lrne wrth mternatlonal human rrghts law, '

We welcome Fijl 3 commitment to ratlfy a number of |nternat|ona| hUman rrghts e

treatres, mcludrng the International Covénant on: Civil and Political Righits, the -

_International Covenant on Economrc Soaal and Cultural Rights and the Convention

' agarnst Torture and Other Cruel, iInhuman or Degradmg Treatment or Punishment. We
urge Fiji to promptly complete the ratrfrcatlon and to rmplement these treaties into

national laws S S N

' ~Thank yeq,'_l\/lr.'P're_siclen.t,}.

? A!HRC/zS/S recommendatrons 101185 (Belgrum), 104. 17 :‘LOJ. 22 (Costa cha, Ghana, Portugal Slovema,

~ Montenegro, Norway)

- FAIHRC/28/8, recommendatrons 107, 23 101 zg (Uruguay, New Zealand srael Solomon Islands, Switzerland
Denindark, Norway) S

b ATHRC]28/8, recommendatlons 101. 33 101 39 {Belgrum, Swrtzerland USA Republlc of Korea, UK Germany,

- Cénada);

- 5A/HRC!28/8 recommendatrons 99 3 (Japan), 99 4 (Uruquay, Algerra, Indra, Swrtzerland Kenya, Srerra Lecme,

. Estonia, ltaly,ChIIe, Portugal) 98.7- ggg(AIgerra,SWItzerland Kenya, Slerra Leone Italy, Portugal lndonesra New -
-’.Zealand Chrle, Portugal Ghana) : _ . . ,
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