. 1eish DZ'pNEIJQA"‘/) - k : L @

Py e

Hgman nghts Councll — 28" session — Match 2015
Item 6: Conslderatlon of the UPR Outcome of Madagascat Statement by Action
Canada for Populatlon and Deve]opment : : i

I make this statetnent on behalf of Actlon Canada for Populanon and Development and the
7 Sexual Rights Imtlative

We commend the go*.?emﬁlent for éccepting recommendations that call for the adoption ofa
nanonal plan of action to combat sexual-and gendet-based violence, that cmmnahzes farital
tape, and that strengthens laws and theit implementation on the ttafficklng of petsons. We

- further applaud Madagascar’s acceptance of 1eeommendations to prevent harmful practlees such .
as early forced marriages.

" However, in order for Madagftscau: to fully reahse the 11ght to health and the ught to life of
women 2 numbet of addltloml actions need to be taken

The right to the highest attainable standard of health implies the right to dccess health services
: a'cco;tding'-to the needs of women, This includes access to sexual and reproductive health -
. infotmation and services, including access to safe and legal abortion services. Matetnal de'lths
-~ dué to unsafe abortion remain the second leading cause of maternal mortahty and molbldlty in -
the country with an estimated 575 rhaternal deaths occumng each year. The absence of state-
provided legal abottion services therefore violates women’s tight to health, and its -
ctiminalization negatively impacts only women and is therefore dlscummmory on the basis of
gender The right to life and hberty and secutity of the petson implies respect for the
autonomous decisions of women over her own body, therefore i lmposlng restrictions on
‘women’s ability to decide freely o matters related to het body const1tute violations of women’s -'
| r1ght to life, liberty and secunty of the’ person '

Futthermos,e we '1150 urge the government to con51de1 systematIZIng and rnakmg compulsory
the 1mp1ementatlon of comprehensive sexual education programs, for all age levels, focusing on
how t6 avoid unwanted pregnancy 1nclud1ng rcfeience to health care counsclhng and services o’
contraceptive methods '

' Then_k you .




