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Thank you lVIr. President,

My orgamzatron makes th|s statement in partnership wrth the Ass‘ocrotron for Justrce Peoce and
E ,'Democrcrcy, and the Pan-Afrrcan Humdn Rrghfs Defenders Network RS : '

‘ We welcome the constructwe recommendatmns made to Angola by many member states. We also respect o
Arigola’s acceptance of many key recommendatlons that relate to the operating space for human rrghts '
defenders and civil soclety B - : : -

There is howeyer a considerable disconnect between these commitments, and the situation for human
rlghts defenders, Journallsts and civil sociéty in the country Although the Angolan government shows -
willingness in this chamber te meet its lnternatmnal human rights obhgatlons dissenting voices, human
‘ rlghts defenders and mvestrgatwe journallsts come under routine and serlous attack m Angola '

Rafael l\/larques de Mora|s a leadlng anti- corruptlon actwlst and author has been charged numerous times
with criminal defamation. Mr: Margues has a long h|story of holdlng the Angolan government to-account
-for- human rights abuses and corruption through his- insightful investigations and is the recipient of
numerous mternatlonal awards for his work. Mr. Marques  has publlshed commendable work alleging -
“serious human rlghts violations committed . by army generals and companies in Angola’s dlamond flelds
" Instead of the Angolan authorities investigating those claims, in five days time Mr. Marques will return to
~ court. to face further cr1m|nal defamation charges. Th|s oceurs, in spite of the African Cormmission on .
: Muman & Peoples’ Rights recent judgment that such laws violate the right to freedom of expressron and
the mternatlonally accepted norm that defamatlon isa c:vrl and not cr|m|nal law matter

We are pleaSed to note Angola‘s acceptance of Belgium’s recommendatIOn to fully respect freedom of
. expressioh, “opinion, . assouatlon and “peaceful assembly We: note. also, the acceptance of Ireland’s-
: frecommendatron 10- create and maintain a saf&. and enablmg environment; - in which human nghts
: defenders,Journallsts and cnnl somety ‘can operate free from hlndrance and msecurtty.

o Angola has made some Iaudab[e commrtments but they seem hollow and do not match the. Iived reallty
fot- many Angolans _The state. concerned must move beyond empty rhetdric, and allow human rrghts'

‘ defenders and Journal:sts to conduct thelr work safely, and wrthout fear of reprtsals

7 thank'you Mr.‘ President.




