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We would like to bring your attention to the following excerpts, taken directly from 
Treaty Body Concluding Observations and Special Procedure reports, relating to 
issues of interest and concern to UNHCR with regards to Poland. 
 
Treaty Body Concluding Observations 
 
CRC/C/15/Add.194 31st Session 
30 October 2002 
 
 12. The Committee encourages the State party to take all necessary 
measures to ensure that its domestic legislation conforms fully with the principles 
and provisions of the Convention, in particular in the area of juvenile justice, 
unaccompanied asylum-seekers and sexual exploitation of children. 
 

20. The Committee recommends that the State party… ensure that the 
current system of data collection and indicators are disaggregated by gender and, 
where appropriate, by minority and ethnic group, and urban and rural area. The 
current system of data collection should be expanded, with the assistance of 
relevant ministries and authorities, to include all areas covered by the Convention, 
including all aspects of the juvenile justice system and assistance provided to child 
victims of sexual exploitation or abuse. The system should cover all children up to 
the age of 18 eyars, with specific emphasis on those who are particularly 
vulnerable, including child victims of abuse, neglect or ill-treatment, children with 
disabilities, children belonging to ethnic groups, refugee and asylum-seeking 
children, children in conflict with the law, working children, children living in the 
streets, children involved in commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking, and 
children in rural and economically depressed areas. 
 
 30. The Committee notes the State party’s efforts to require administrative and 
judicial proceedings to take into account the views of the child, but is concerned that 
in practice this principle is not always implemented, particularly in proceedings 
involving unaccompanied children applying for refugee status, juvenile offenders and 
children placed in institutions, as well as in custody hearings.  
 
 46. The Committee notes the State party’s efforts to speed up the processing of 
refugee cases, but is concerned that the claim of unaccompanied minors are slowed 
down by cumbersome procedures for appointing a legal representative of such minors 
applying for refugee status, who is solely responsbile for administrative matters and 
not obligated to act in the best interest of the child. Furuthermore, the Committee is 
concerned that children waiting for their refugee claims to be processed do not have 
opportunities for education if they are housed in emergency blocks and that, in some 
cases, they are held together with juvenile offenders.  
 
 47. The Committee recommends that the State party: 



(a) Amend current legislation on refugee processing so as to ensure that all 
unaccompanied minors are immediately appointed a legal guardian 
responsible for them who is obligated to act in their best interest and to take 
their views into account; 

(b) Ensure that asylum-seeking children temporarily placed in emergency 
blocks are not held together with juvenile offenders and only remain there 
for the shortest possible time, and not exceeding the legal maximum of three 
months; 

(c) Ensure that all children awaiting processing of their refugee claims in 
emergency blocks, the refugee reception centre or other forms of care have 
full access to education.  
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