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1. During the first cycle of Universal Periodic Review in 2008, Ukraine accepted a number of 

recommendations with respect to the child’s rights. Among them – accelerated setting up of 

juvenile justice system
1
; further protection of children against human trafficking and fight against 

child prostitution, pornography and child’s work
2
, providing services for the children – victims of 

domestic violence
3
. The advice to adhere to provisions of the UN Committee on the Rights of the 

Child
4
 presented a separate set of recommendations. Taking the fact that in February 2011 Ukraine 

received new recommendations from the UN Committee, the Coalition decided to focus this report 

on the State achievements. 

2. In implementing these recommendations, enumerating systematic problems, calling for special 

attention, as well as concentrating on the issues of juvenile justice system and prevention of 

children’s trafficking, their sexual and labour exploitation.  

3. Ukraine has made first steps in the implementation of the UN Committee on the Rights of the 

Child recommendations; however, these steps are non-systematic and uncoordinated; not supported 

by stable legislative basis and often are of formal nature; real interests of the children are not 

analysed or taken into account; role of non-governmental organizations in setting up governmental 

policy with regards to children remains weak. The following issues still remain most problematic 

from the point of view of adherence to children’s rights and their ensuring by the state: 

comprehensive system of children’s rights protection; distribution of competences between state 

bodies after administrative reform;  non-existent efficient response mechanisms to the child’s 

rights’ violations; introduction of really independent institute of Ombudsman on the child’s rights; 

violation of the child’s right to have family and punishment of parents in a complicated situation, 

etc.  

Bringing legislation into compliance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child  

4. Over the year 2011 the state proposed new legislative initiative, aimed at more accurate reflection 

of the norms of Convention on the Rights of the Child into the national normative and legal basis, 

according to the UN Committee on the rights of the child recommendations of в February 3, 2011
5
. 

The proposed laws address the issues of adoption, social security for the families with children, 

children’s property, acquiring the refugee status, registration of the newborns, counteracting human 

trafficking, observance of the rights of the disabled children, the child’s rights in the criminal 

process et al. However, systematic and consistent steps in this direction have not been taken; while 

the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child recommendations on passing a comprehensive Law 

on the child’s rights have not been fulfilled either. Besides, the amendments are introduced, mainly, 

at the Presidential Decrees level, almost equal to the Law under the current Constitution, but less 

stable. They also leave less room for public discussion and envisage less transparent procedures.  

Coordination of functions and distribution of competences among the executive authorities 

5. After administrative reform of 2011
6
, the system of children’s rights protection did not become 

more strictly defined or coordinated. The responsibility was distributed among various ministries 

and departments, whose collaboration was inefficient or non-existent at all. The Ministry of Social 

Policy (MSP)
7
 is the main coordinating governmental body of executive power with respect to 

families and children
8
. At the same time, the competences in developing State Program for family 

support
9
 have been entrusted by Prime-Minister to the Ministry of Education, Science, Youth and 

Sports (MESYS)
10

. The Presidential Representative for the child’s rights often duplicates the 

functions of the MSP in devising state strategy for the child’s rights,
11

 although this position does 

not envisage these competences.
12

 The Department for the Protection of the Child’s Rights and 

Adoptions, which has been proactive under the auspices of the MESYS prior to reform, started its 

operation under new subordination, i.e. to the MSP– only in November 2011, almost a year after 

reform was carried out.  

6. The role of the Interagency Commission on the issues of childhood protection, whose goal is “to 
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promote the realization of the state policy in childhood protection, coordinate the activities related 

to the well-being and development of the children, as well as their involvement in political, cultural 

and spiritual state-building, implementing the measures envisaged by the UN Convention on the 

rights of the child”
13

, and also charged under the National Plan of Action on realization of the UN 

Convention on the Rights of the Child
14

 with the duty “to conduct monitoring and assessment of 

the Program ensuring children’s rights and freedoms” not only does not increase, but remains 

vague. Currently the Commission does not work at all.  

7. The State Department for Supervision of Adherence to Labour Legislation has been liquidated
15

. 

Currently it undergoes re-organization and delegation of its functions to other bodies, but in the 

meantime one can conclude that the legislative/regulatory work on children’s labour and 

exploitation is not coordinated.  

Setting up an independent institute of Ombudsman on Children   

8. Introduction of the Presidential Representative for the Child’s Rights (PR)
16

 who started operating 

on August 11, 2011 was welcomed as a new additional mechanism, aimed at strengthening of the 

child’s rights observance. The Representative’s competences include “constant monitoring of 

adherence to the constitutional child’s rights, fulfilment of international obligations and submission 

to the President, in due order, of proposals aimed at banning and preventing the violations of rights 

and lawful interests of the children; submissions of draft laws proposals and Presidential decrees; 

introduction of measures aimed at raising public awareness”.
17

 However, the legal status of the PR 

is not aligned with the requirements of Paris Principles concerning independence of national 

human rights institutions
18

 the newly formed structure is accountable to the President directly and 

does not have either sufficient guarantees for independent operation or supervisory authority.  

9. The operation of the Parliament Ombudsperson’s Special Representative for the Child’s Rights, 

Equality and Non-Discrimination remained inconspicuous and inefficient in 2011. The agency’ 

updated website offers no information on Special Representative and no section addressing child’s 

rights
19

. 

Funding of the National Action Plan on the Convention on the Rights of the Child 

implementation 

10. The rate of funding the measures envisaged by the National Action Plan (NPA) on implementation 

of UN Convention on the Rights of the Child for the period till 2016
20

, remains low, as pointed out 

in the Ukraine report on implementing UN Convention on the Rights of the Child in 2011: “In 

2010 financing of the NPA constituted about 2% of needed amount. In 2011, the real amount of 

funding needed has been calculated. It is 5 times higher than last year’s funding”.
21

 In 2011, 

161561, 69 thousand UAH was allocated for the NPA
22

, with the major portion of expenses to be 

spent on leisure and resort
23

. Funding of other planned events and measures within the NPA was 

not envisaged. By the early March 2012 the issue of funds allocation for 2012 was not resolved.  

Information materials on the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and specialists’ 

training  

11. The systematic training for the specialists working in different institutions in the areas related to 

child’s rights protection is absent at the state level. The only educational institution offering 

training course “Child’s rights protection” is Luhansk institute for pedagogical staff upgrading.
24

  

12. Dissemination of materials on Convention at the state level is sporadic, the quantity is limited. 

Often materials contain erroneous explanations of the Convention provisions. The colourful 

materials of high quality are published predominantly for the money of UN Children’s Fund 

(UNICEF) and NGOs project operation.  

Collaboration with civil society  

13. Recent legislative initiatives created favourable conditions for broader participation of the civil 

society in the process of decision-making.
25

 Thus, public councils are being set up under state 

institutions
26

. However, the majority of public councils are functioning formally. Under the law
27

 

such councils should publish information on their operation and recommendations. Meanwhile 
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there is no information on councils’ operation within the MSP,
28

 which is another fact testifying 

incapability or inertia.  

14. State cooperation with NGOs is developing predominantly within the framework of non-

formalized working groups on specific issues. This is the reason for non-transparency and non-

openness of the process.  

15. The Public Advisory Council, set up under the PR for the child’s rights on November 14, 2011
29

, 

can serve as a good example of cooperation. It units 40 organizations. The process of the Council 

formation was transparent; the information was widely publicized. Nevertheless the Council by-

laws need amendments aimed at broadening its members’ competences and enhancing 

transparency of its advisory body operation: as of today the Council is headed by the 

Representative himself; he appoints the Secretary, while the members can be expelled by PR 

decision and not by voting
30

. There are certain obstacles for regional NGOs participation in the 

consultations with the PR as: 1) they are not members of the public council; 2) meetings with the 

NGOs are not envisaged by the standard plan of the PR visits to regions.
31

 Practically it means that 

the possibility of meeting PR fully depends on his good will and good will of local authorities.  

Support of children’s and youth organizations promoting intercultural dialogue, tolerance and 

respect of diversity  

16. The state funding of children’s and youth organizations is realized by the Departments for 

Families’ Affairs, Youth and Sport (DFYS) under oblast administrations, funds are distributed on 

the basis of projects’ selection. The main criteria are defined by the tasks of the State Target Social 

Program “Youth of Ukraine”.
32

 The list of priorities does not contain events promoting intercultural 

dialogue, tolerance and respect of diversity. That’s how the State justifies the lack of funding for 

events/projects, aimed at promoting intercultural dialogue, tolerance and respect of diversity. 

17. The current Action Plan for migrants integration into the Ukrainian society
33

 stipulates developing 

programs and introducing courses aimed at involving the migrants’, and, specifically, refugees’ 

children into educational process and their adjustment in the school environment within the system 

of comprehensive secondary educational institutions in line with European Union 

recommendations.  

Protection of children from most vulnerable categories of society and street children  

18. The monitoring system for the evaluation of children from the risk groups as well as 

comprehensive state strategy exists only on paper – as shown by the constantly growing number of 

children who apply to NGOs’. As a rule, such children – due to their specifics – face discrimination 

in obtaining services from public institutions, and, first of all, from the law enforcement bodies. 

The mechanism of internal control of quality in militia and prosecutor’s office investigation with 

respect to violation of the rights of children from the risk groups is absent. Moreover, the 

dependent position of a child, pressure on a child put by the law enforcement officials make the 

efforts to reinstall child’s rights even more complicated, depriving children of opportunity to make 

militia violations public.
34

  

19. Over the recent years the question of changing the subordination of criminal militia on children’s 

rights from criminal block to public safety block has been tackled several times. This measure 

together with banning of its criminal investigation activity would substantially increase the 

efficiency of child’s rights protection and allow for timely identification and registration of the 

potential risk families. However, currently the status of the Department is reduced to that of an 

Office,
35

 and the Presidential initiative on setting up juvenile militia is under consideration.
36

 

20. The practice of imposing curfew is becoming more and more widely spread. This practice is not 

regulated by the legislation and is used at the discretion of local authorities.
37

  

The problem of newborns’ and mothers’ mortality  

21. Lethality index among newborns
38

 constituted in 2011, as well as in 2010, 9.1.
39

 Mothers’ mortality 

index does not show any tendency towards decrease: over the year 2011 it increased for 17.6 to 

17.8
40

 .  



 6 

Access to newborns’ registration, child’s right to nationality/citizenship  

22. In September 2011, amendments aimed at specifying the procedure for the registration of a child 

born outside medical institution, were introduced into the Law “On State Civil Registry”
41

. 

Penalties for delayed registration were introduced.
42 

23. Under the Law, a child born in Ukraine by foreign parents residing in Ukraine legally has a right to 

claim Ukrainian citizenship.
43

 The Law, however, defines legal residence in Ukraine as residence 

with valid national passport registered, or a document permitting temporary or permanent 

residence or the refugee status. Thus, the children of asylum seekers do not fall under any of these 

categories, and therefore cannot exercise their right to Ukrainian citizenship. The Convention of 

1954 relating to the Status of Stateless Persons
44

 and the Convention of 1961 on Reduction of 

Statelessness 
45

 have not been ratified. The national legislation does not envisage procedure for 

identification of stateless persons, or the procedure for granting them residence permit or any other 

status.  

Prohibition of torture and ill-treatment  

24. Currently Ukraine does not have an efficient and independent mechanism for investigation of 

torture or ill-treatment towards children. The situation could change for the better after the new 

Criminal-Procedural Code and the Law “On Prosecutor’s Office” come into force. The efficient 

mechanisms for investigating and response to the cases of violence towards children are not in 

place either, as well as the mechanisms to ensure compliance with legal norms banning physical 

punishment. The mechanism for early detection of families who found themselves in constrained 

situation and the assessment of their children has not been devised. The family situation is assessed 

by the public care and education bodies on the basis of examining living and communal facilities 

according to their own judgment. In 2011, a number of children calling “hot line” for violence 

prevention and child’s rights protection centre “La Strada – Ukraine” has grown twice
46

.  

Family support, adoption and prevention of children’s institutionalization  

25. During the last year the number of children placed in the boarding-school type institutions 

increased 6 times.
47

 The placement of children from indigent families in the institutions has 

become popular, thus promoting social orphanhood, though housing for the young people 

graduating from these institutions remains an acute problem. As of  01.01.2011, out of 98119 

orphans and children without parental care only 13599 own housing. Annually about 12 thousand 

orphans and children without parental care come of age without any housing to their name. In 

2010, only 263 children got housing from the state, 153 children –from the social fund.
48

  In the 

majority of regions, the very name of the institution clearly defines the categories of children 

brought up there, i.e. the social background or health condition of a child.
49

 

26. Over the last two years the number of adoptions decreased almost twice. This is accounted for by 

the facts that the State Department for Adoptions and Child’s Rights Protection is in the liquidation 

process; the court hearings are continued; artificial obstacles are set up on the way to adoption. The 

prospective adoptive parents complained that they witnessed incidents of corruption in the 

adoption process
50

. The newborns are sometimes taken away from the underage mothers instead of 

offering support to latter; the authorities can take children away from their parents as an 

educational measure.
51

  

27. The legislation annulled the maximum 45 years age difference between the adopters and adopted 
52

 

which makes things easier for the adults, but does not meet the child’s interests.  

28. Annually Ukraine gives out about 2 thousand children for foreign adoptions. However, Ukraine is 

still not a party to Hague Convention on Children’s Rights Protection and Cooperation in the Area 

of International Adoptions. This reluctance to ratify the Hague Convention opens the door for 

corruptive schemes due to contradictions in the Ukrainian Law.  

Health care 

29. The Ministry of Health Care order
53

 highlights the need to adhere to the principles of the 

International Code of Marketing of Breastmilk Substitutes; however, they remain mandatory only 

http://www.misto.vn.ua/ua/home/interview/4345
http://www.misto.vn.ua/ua/home/interview/4345
http://www.misto.vn.ua/ua/home/interview/4345
http://www.misto.vn.ua/ua/home/interview/4345
http://www.misto.vn.ua/ua/home/interview/4345
http://www.misto.vn.ua/ua/home/interview/4345
http://www.misto.vn.ua/ua/home/interview/4345
http://health.unian.net/ukr/detail/224688
http://health.unian.net/ukr/detail/224688
http://health.unian.net/ukr/detail/224688
http://health.unian.net/ukr/detail/224688
http://health.unian.net/ukr/detail/224688
http://health.unian.net/ukr/detail/224688
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for the health care system, providing wide opportunities for abuse in the area of children’s 

nutrition. Breast feeding practically is not promoted, neither through mass media nor among public 

at large. The only exceptions are medical institutions and sporadic promotion campaigns, carried 

out by NGOs (e.g. UNICEF), while bottle-feeding is actively advertised through media, at the 

shopping malls, etc.  

30. The rate of immunization remains low, first, and foremost, due to doubts concerning vaccine 

quality among population, and the vaccines shortage. This latter fact accounts for an outburst of 

contagious diseases in 2011.
54

 In lieu of supplying medical institutions with high-quality vaccines 

in required quantities, the state hides and hushes statistics both for morbidity rate and 

complications caused by vaccinations
55

.  

31. Today, a number of long-term state programs aimed at improving the teenagers’ health are in 

operation. The initiative “Youth friendly clinics” is gaining momentum – currently such clinics 

operate in 19 regions
56

; some of them opened in 2011. These clinics are charged with responsibility 

of implementing informational and awareness-raising programs with a goal of promoting the image 

of a healthy person responsible for his/her behaviour and health safeguarding, including early 

pregnancy prevention.  

32. Meanwhile, over the last 3 years the number of alcohol poisonings among children has increased 

dramatically. Under statistical data of Lviv municipal children’s hospital, before 70% of all the 

poisoned children were boys and 30% – girls, while now these indicators amount to 50% – 50%
57

.  

Social-economic development and overcoming poverty 

33. The general tendency of reducing social guarantees, in particular, with regards to families and 

children should be noted. In the late 2011 by the decision of the Constitutional Court
58

 the State 

restricted the rights of certain vulnerable categories to social benefits established by the laws. 

According to this decision, the benefits will be paid in order and amount established by the Cabinet 

of Ministers on the basis of available financial resources in the State Budget and Pension Fund. 

Children, including those affected by Chernobyl NPP disaster, are among the beneficiaries of these 

restricted payments.  

34. Also, children’s rights to the guaranteed social protection have been compromised over 2011 by the 

Ministry of Social Policy. Thus, the Minister many times pointed out that significant number of 

mothers bringing up children younger than 3 years of age, or bringing up children single-handed, 

abuse financial assistance provided by the state to all children
59

 and, in fact, guaranteed by law. He 

also stressed that the number of “fictitious” single mothers is on the increase. These women do not 

contract a marriage to continue receiving benefits for the child. Moreover, indirect evaluation of 

families’ with children incomes was conducted in five areas of three Ukrainian region’s (Volyn’, 

Chernyhiv and Kyrovohrad). Nevertheless, official responses, offered by the MSP officials contain 

no justification of such claims; therefore, they can be classified as groundless and discriminatory.  

Children of refugees and asylum seekers  

35. The Law “On Refugees and Persons in Need of Subsidiary or Temporary Protection” was adopted 

on July 2011
60

, followed by adopting the necessary for refugee claim procedural rules in October.
61

 

These new acts establish the procedure for refugee status or status of a person need of subsidiary or 

temporary protection for minors as well as adults. Unfortunately, due to the short term of these 

norms’ implementation, positive practice has not been set. On the contrary, children whose parents 

received refugee status before the new law came into force had not been granted the status 

themselves.  

36. There is no common legal practice with respect to immediate appointment of a legal representative 

to unaccompanied minor asylum seeker. Currently the legal representative can function only 

formally, which leads to lack of accountability and child’s rights violation. Despite stipulated by 

the Law, the State does not provide applicants with interpretation services to go through refugee 

procedure.  

37. According to the NGOs data, 21 unaccompanied minors are held in the Centres for temporary 

detention for foreigners and stateless persons residing in Ukraine illegally. They were placed there 
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after unlawful court decision and age assessment, which showed that they were adults. The 

procedure for age assessment is not developed nor adopted.  

38. The Draft Instruction on cooperation of various state bodies working with asylum seekers/refugees 

children has been developed and now is waiting for approval. The system for collecting and storing 

the registration data on refugees and asylum seekers is not operative yet
62

.  

Counteracting children’s trafficking, children’s prostitution and children’s pornography  

39. On September 2011, the Parliament adopted the Law “On Counteracting Human Trafficking”
63

, 

containing a separate chapter concerning the rights of children-victims of trafficking and those 

suspected to be the victim.  

40. At the same time there are problems of the children prostitution. The Law only establishes 

responsibility for involving children in prostitution; the term of “children’s prostitution” is not 

defined and children involved in it are treated by the Law not as victims of sexual exploitation, but 

as delinquents; the clients are not considered accountable; the mechanisms for support and 

assistance to children involved in the sex industry (both in prostitution and pornography) are 

absent
64

. According the Ministry of Interior (MoI) statistics, between 2009 and July 2011 37 cases 

of engaging children in prostitution have been registered. Over the same period 465 teenagers at 

the ages between 16 and 18 were sued for prostitution
65

 . On December 6, 2011 the new draft Law 

“On Amendments to Certain Laws on Counteracting Children’s Prostitution” was submitted to the 

Parliament
66

. On September 2011, the Parliament registered a draft Law “On Amendments to the 

Criminal and Criminal-Procedural Codes on sexual intercourse with persons younger than 16 years 

of age”
67

, proposing unambiguous banning of sexual intercourse with minors
68

. The draft was 

declined.  

41. There is no prevention system for sexual violence and sexual exploitation; same applies to 

providing help to children –victims of the said crimes. The school curricula do not include 

specialized courses instructing children how to avoid the risks of sexual abuse. As of March 2012 

there was no system for rehabilitation and reintegration of children – victims of sexual violence 

and sexual exploitation or other forms of ill-treatment; the specialized help was offered mainly by 

the NGOs. The only centre for social and psychological rehabilitation for girls
69

 “Sofia” was 

operating in Odessa. It had been, however, functioning on funds, received from NGOs and donors. 

Due to lack of these funds, it was closed in 2011. The problem is not only the lack of specialized 

centres, but also lack of methodological basis and personnel, capable of providing specialized 

assistance to the children. Specialized trainings are conducted, mainly, by the non-governmental 

organizations, no centralised state curricular exists.  

42. The privacy of children victims of sexual violence and sexual exploitation is not protected; their 

confidential information is divulged by media, and in the process of investigation. The society is 

unaware of potential consequences of such attitude.  

43. Over the period between November 19, 2009 and November 30, 2011 547 calls were received on 

“La Strada” hot line for counteracting children’s pornography on Internet, 189 of them reporting 

children’s pornography cases. Despite numerous petitions to the MoI, there was no reaction. The 

Law concerning children’s pornography remains deficient –owning children’s pornography without 

the goal of sealing it or granting access to it are not criminalized. The Courts do not see children’s 

pornography as a grave crime. Often the judges do not classify children’s involvement in porno-

industry as a crime if the fact of payment to the minors for their participation was established.  

44. The Draft Law “On amendments to the Law On Public Morality Protection” remains 

controversial
70

, as the authors, hiding behind the words of children’s and morale protection try to 

introduce totalitarian and manipulative censorship and to enforce authoritarian model in the 

families without due consideration to children’s interests.  

Adopting juvenile justice system  

45. According to the MoI and the State Department of Corrections data
71

 850 children were held in 

pre-trial detention facilities; 1337 children were held in 8 correctional detention facilities.
72

 

Independent monitoring results confirmed that complaints submission and response systems exists 
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and functions, as well as the right to appeal and access to the information are observed.  

46. Much more dramatic looks the position of children held in pre-trial detention facilities. Due to the 

lack of the juvenile justice system, envisaging juvenile judges, attorneys and probation officers, 

children have to stay in detention for months, awaiting trial, losing social contacts, interrupting 

their studies and acquiring criminal experience. Training of attorneys, dealing with minors often is 

not sufficient.  

47. According to the MoI data, 468 “green rooms” have been set up under the auspices of the 

Ministry
73

; these rooms, however, fail to meet international standards. They are just painted green 

and furnished with upholstered furniture. Other equipment, i.e. “Venetian mirror”, technical means 

for interview recording, is obtained only through non-governmental international organizations. 

Even the rooms adequately equipped are not used to full capacity due to lack of qualified 

specialists capable of interviewing children, lack of information about such rooms within the law-

enforcement; reluctance of law-enforcement officials to risk video-recordings, as it is not a legal 

requirement.  

48. In 2010, the Ministry of Justice activated its operation aimed at setting up the juvenile justice 

system. In May 2011 the President
74

 approved the Concept of establishing criminal justice system 

for juvenile delinquents, and in January 2012 ordered setting up of a working group for the 

Concept implementation. This Concept shall guarantee children’s access to justice.  

49. The change of name from “juvenile justice” to “criminal justice” resulted from groundless 

criticism from a number of religious and other organizations, who described the introduction of 

juvenile justice as State’s intervention into the family matters with the goal of destroying 

“traditional” patriarchal values, in particular, depriving parents of their parental rights, including 

the right to use physical punishment, which is still regarded as traditional method of upbringing.  

50. Regardless of the name, suggested Concept is not the best step in the direction of creating the 

juvenile justice system, as it ignores the interests of children’s – victims of injustice. Current 

criminal and procedural legislation cannot offer children-friendly procedures. For example, the 

special procedure for interviewing minor victim is not in place, i.e. the current Criminal and 

Procedural Laws stipulate use of procedure for interviewing the adults, by analogy. The Criminal 

Procedural code as of April 13, 2012
75

 contains a number of novelties, enhancing the guarantees of 

children’s rights and interests with respect to children who became victims of violence or witnesses 

to crime. With the new Code in place, positive changes become feasible, i.e. remote interviews; 

mandatory presence of legal child’s representative; possibility of inviting psychologist as opposed 

to teacher, at the investigator’s discretion; normative requirement to conduct investigation/inquiry 

only during day time; taking into consideration the interests of witnesses and victims when 

defining the venue for the interview, etc.  

51. In 2010, a number of draft Laws aimed at improving current criminal procedural legislation at the 

stage of pre-trial and trial investigation involving children - victims of violence or witnesses to 

crime, and those concerning children’s protection from human trafficking and exploitation have 

been registered with the Supreme Rada
76

 
77

 However, this initiative was not supported by the 

Parliament, due to the consideration of the new Criminal Procedural Code. The juvenile justice 

system was addressed by the Presidential Decree on Ensuring Realization of Children’s Rights
78

.  

52. As of today, the Criminal Code stipulates alternative punishments
79

, but the mechanisms for their 

execution have not been set up (no probation service in place; criminal-executive inspection lacks 

staff for supervision over convicts, whose verdict stipulates alternative penalty measures). 

53. The single minimum age for criminal liability is not established – the Criminal Code reads that 

person since age 16, and in extraordinary situations – since age 14 – are criminally liable.  

Liquidation of social rehabilitation schools  

54. The resolution on liquidating five social rehabilitation schools is waiting for approval. In fact, it is 

a positive step, as they represent close institutions, where minor’s freedom is restricted. At the 

same time, no alternative services for children with behavioural difficulties are offered. There is no 

systematic training for educators who could work with children with deviant and delinquent 
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behaviours.  

Procedural protection for all children victims of violence or witnesses to crime  

55. The new Criminal Procedural Code
80

 still needs harmonization with the norms of the Optional 

Protocol on children’s trafficking, children’s pornography and prostitution to the Convention of the 

child’s rights and Council of Europe Convention on children’s protection against sexual 

exploitation and sexual corruption. In particular, the norms of the criminal-procedural code do not 

stipulate the participation of grown-ups, whom the child trusts, in the investigation/inquiry 

activities. There are no limitations as to the duration and number of interviews (no more than one) 

with the child, with the next interrogations possible only if necessary and in a more complex order. 

The lack of this provision disregards victimized child’s interests. Investigators conducting 

interviews do not have specialized training. The role of psychologist, involved in the interviews 

should also change dramatically to ensure child-friendly atmosphere during the interviews. 

Psychologist’s professional knowledge and skills should be used to enhance the efficiency of the 

process and to reduce the negative impact on the child, while pedagogue should be completely 

excluded from the circle of persons, involved in the interview, as his procedural role, established 

by the Criminal Procedural Code does not contribute to the efficiency of investigation/inquiry, but, 

on the contrary, creates prerequisites for breaches of confidential information within the 

educational institution.  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS:  

56. To ratify the Hague Convention on the Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of 

Intercountry Adoption. 

57. To adopt legislation on counteracting children’s prostitution, specifically, establish responsibility of 

the clients instead of children, involved in prostitution; introduce the system of specialized 

rehabilitation for victims.  

58. To adopt the Law “On Child’s Privacy Protection”, in particular, with regards to children – victims 

of sexual violence and sexual exploitation.  

59. To conduct research on the issues concerning achievement of sexual maturity in Ukraine and based 

on research results, establish the legal age for sexual intercourse.  

60. To include the guarantees for the rights of children – victims of violence or crimes witnesses into 

the concept of juvenile justice.  

61. To ensure efficient distribution of functions between central and local authorities following the 

reform, with the goal of the State’s fulfilment of obligations with respect to children’s rights.  

62. To set up Ombudsman Office on children’s rights as an independent body not influenced by the 

executive power and ensure its operation by adoption of the appropriate Law.  

63. To provide timely Annual Action Plan within the framework of the National Plan for the 

implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights  of the Child and ensure related budget 

expenditures in full scope.  

64. To disseminate the information on the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, final conclusions 

and recommendations of the UN Committee on Rights of the Child (2011), the National Plan for 

the implementation of the UN Convention, among officials at various levels.  

65. To organize systematic training on children’s rights for the specialists working in the filed.  

66. To increase control over the alcohol sales to minors.  

67. To purchase and provide medical institutions in timely fashion and in the full scope with all the 

necessary children’s medicines and vaccines.  

68. To develop the system of primary medical aid, enhance the quality of medical services in the rural 

area.  
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69. To ban the curfew, imposed by the local authorities; encourage them to engage children in the 

strategies of city development with the goal of creating “children friendly cities”.  

70. To develop programs for children, who committed crimes, including the parents’ participation.  

71. To ratify the Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual 

Exploitation and Sexual Abuse. Harmonize national legislation in line with the Convention.  

72. To guarantee efficient mechanisms of counteract to all types of children’s discrimination, 

especially with regards to children in need of permanent protection.  

73. To introduce permanent monitoring of child’s rights observance. 

74. To prepare and disseminate annual reports concerning child’s rights observance.  

75. To adopt a national document in the spirit of the International Code of Marketing of Breastmilk 

Substitutes and ensure its implementation.  

76. To comply with the UN Committee on the Child’s Rights recommendations.  

77. To devise complex strategy for the implementation of the UN Committee on the Child’s Rights 

recommendations with broad public participation and due consideration of the child’s opinions.  

78. To promote efficient NGO’s participation in the development of the State policy with respect to 

children.  

79. To promote public events, specifically, awareness-raising, promoting intercultural dialogue, 

tolerance and respect of diversity.  

80. To introduce comprehensive monitoring of situation with respect to children from the risk groups, 

develop strategy for the activity, aimed at observing their rights and interests, specifically, by 

enhancing control over the law-enforcement bodies’ operation.  

81. To develop program for reducing the rate of the newborn’s and mothers’ mortality with specific 

indicators of its efficiency.  

82. To ensure legal guarantees for granting Ukrainian citizenship to the children, born from parents 

seeking refugee status in Ukraine.  

83. To ratify the Convention of 1954 and the Convention of 1961 on Stateless persons. 

84. To pay due attention to the cases of tortures and ill-treatment of children and their investigation 

within the framework of developing the system of counteraction to torture and ill-treatment.  

85. To develop complex strategy to support the families with children and prevention of children 

institutionalization. Contribute to the decrease in numbers of children placed in the institutions of 

boarding type.  

86. To establish the procedure for assessing the age of unaccompanied minor asylum seekers.  

87. To ensure compliance with standards for children-friendly procedures in promotion of the draft 

Criminal Procedural Code. 
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