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. Mr Pres1dent Excellence 8, colleagues and representatlves of 01v1l 5001ety

It is a great honour for me to address this meeting devoted to adoption of the -
outcome of Iceland’s first Universal Periodic Review and a privilege to’engage
in an open and encouraging dialogue on the promotlon and protection of human
rights in Iceland. . ' -

| The first round of the UPR process has proven that .,it can be a Valuable tool to
further enhance the protection of human rights in the Member States. As the
Icelandic Minister of the Interior, Mr Ogmundur ‘Jénasson said. during the
preséntation of Iceland’s UPR report last October, the process is an opportunity
for the Member States to support each other by devoting time, resources and .
- energy to reﬂect on the national apphcatlon of human rights obligations and by
that increase the focus on: thls 1mportant topic. The experience gained and ‘
lessons learned in the flrst cycle give a promising outset for the upcommg

~ second cycle of the UPR: The UPR process has been a valuable instrument for |
the Government of Iceland to go through legal and practical implementation of -
~ human rights_instruments in a systematic manner with the view to report and
examine, ‘not only on international level but also'in a national‘context This
work has provided a valuable input for further nat1onal dlalogue on how Iceland
as a society best can ensure human r1ghts on every level. On behalf of the
Government I would like to. extend gratitude to all members and observers of
the Human R1ghts Council for the construct1ve criticism, apprec1ated
encouragement and the advice and recommendatlons that Ieceland has received
during this first cycle of the UPR. '

In the process Tceland received 84 recommendations. The recommendatlons
focus on the rlghts to equality and non- dlscrlmmatlon racism and 1ntolerance
gender pday gap, violence agalnst women and children,: 1mprovements of the
prison system, international human rights obligations. and improving the
structural mechanism for protectlon of human rights in Tceland. Many of the
recommendatlons address challenging areas where Iceland recognises the need
for further action and in some 1nstances they are cons1stent with on- gomg

le glslatlve Work _

“In connectlon with the lnternatlonal Human nghts Day last December, the - '
Ministry of the Interior hosted an event open to the public' where the UPR .
delegation, led by the Minister of the'lnterior presented the draft final report

and ‘engaged in an open_dialogue ‘with civil society and the public regarding the

Government’s position on' the recommendations. Following. this public
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consultation, the draft flnal report was posted on the website of the Ministry of

the Interior for further examination and comments from everyone intérested.

-All the recommendatlons have been subJect to careful scrutiny by the relevant -
. authorities and in conclusion of that work the Government has either accepted . .’

the recommendations or turned them into voluntary commltments Some of
them are already 1mplemented others to be nnplemented or to be exammed in
more depth before Iceland is up for the next cycle of the UPR. Two

recommendatlons are however not accepted They both encourage different .

- legal definitions from the ones ex1st1ng in lcelandlc leglslatlon

Regardmg a recommendatlon on a. d1fferent legal deflmtlon of the. word

discrimination, the Icelandic leg1slat1on is in line with wording der1ved from -

the legal framework that results from' Iceland’s obligations under the
' agreement on the European Economlc Area Extensive. preparatory- leglslatlve
work is taking place in Iceland almed at enacting an comprehens1ve equal
- treatment legislation further in line with legal initiatives on equality protection -

in Europe Iceland emphasises that non- discrimination is a vital aspect of

human rights protection in Iceland and will contmue to make efforts to ensure -

this aspect in every Way possable .

 With respect to the’ legal definition of torture in Icelandic leglslatlon, the
Government is of the view that the current leglslatlon proh1b1ts torture as a

" . form of mhuman treatment as described in the Jcelandic Const1tut1on and that

o leg1slat1ve change could undermine the main pr1n01ple on the strict protectlon

of freedom that is flrmly enacted in Icelandlc law and legal practice.

| A number of recommendat1ons Were raised on issues regarding V1olence against .

" women and domest1c violence, and i m particular towards structural aspects in
society such as lack of efforts to increase awareness and to better enable
victims of violence to find their way to and through the legal system. This is a

valuable encouragement in the strong empha51s that the current Government

‘has put on ending violence against women and domestlc violence, amongst '

Other with the preparation of a new act1on plan. "

A number of recommendat1on also related to the protection of children from

sexuial abuse and to further strengthen structural protectlon and prevention

, mechanisms in that regard. The establishment of Barnahis, a child- friendly,

1nterd1s01pllnary and multi-agency centre Where dafferent professmnals work

under one roof in the 1nvest1gat10n of ch1ld sexual abuse cases has had a

pos1t1ve 11npact on the protection of chlldren and is an. example that other
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European countries have iooked to when investigating and processing sexual
“violence cases agalnst children. Nevertheless prevention of sexual abuse

against ch11dren needs to be strengthened To that end, the Government has
| vpresented a legislative amendment to the General Penal Code in order to ratify
the Council of Europe Lanzarote Conventlon and attributed f1nanc1al resources

Speelflcally for a preventlon and awareness raising campalgn 1n order to
ehmmate violence agalnst chlldren e :

In light of some recommendatlons the G‘rovernment Would"'h'ke"to use the
opportunity to emphas1se that under the General Penal Code all childrex under
the age of 18 are effectlvely protected from sexual explo1tat10n Individuals from .
the age of 15 are allowed to have. consensual sex, and that age limit was
recently raised from 14 to 15. This does not in any way d1m1n1sh their legalh

protectlon from sexual eXp101tatlon or sexual violence as there is a clear -

' dlfference betvveen sexual relatlons on one hand and sexual v101ence or
‘ explortatlon on the other hand.’ The Government 18 of - the view that
‘criminalization of sexual relatlons between teenagers Wlll not be a useful tool to

end v1olence against chlldren

Vo

: Mr Pre31dent

The Government has put a partlcular emphasis on protectlng the welfare -
' system in Iceland durlng the challenglng times in Icelandic economy after the
financial erisis beginning in 2008. - The Government has- put emphasis on
protecting the statutory fundamental service of the welfare system, for example
concerning educatlon protectlon and healthcare and establishing a consultation

' group con81st1ng of all relevant stakeholders in somety to monitor the situation
and make recommendatlons to the Government. The economlc turbulence has.
1n1t1ated a lively and substant1a1 social debate on the " concept - and
1mplementat10n of human rights and the pos1t1ve obhgatlons of the Government

| _in protecting and ensuring those rights. The UPR process has been a valuable
input in this discussion. o ' '
"_I‘he'G‘rovernment of Iceland is of the view that it is vital for the UPR process to A
transldte the results into concrete action on a national level. This will both take
considerable efforts on behalf of the Governr’nent in close eooperation.,vv_ith civil

society, and the academia, and also clear political. will. The Government is of

~ the view that these conditions apply on a national 1eve1 in Iceland.
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'In-this regard, extensive work is’ takmg place on preparing a Nat10na1 Action
Plan on human rights in Iceland The work is set up in a multi- stakeholder
form, where government officials, members of civil society .and academia as

well as the general pubhc contribute to the process. A part of this. work is a: . .
. series of monthly meetings dedicated to varlous human rights topics that are a "

vital forum.to enable an open dialogue on the protection of human rlghts in

Tceland.

A part of the Nat1onal Action Plan is the setup of a comprehensive, systematlc :

and coordinated process to follow up the UPR recommendations, as well as
results from the Treaty. Bodies. Another important factor is the work that is
g bemg undertaken to rethink the structural aspects of human rights protection
in Iceland with a specific view - to take into account international

encouragement to estabhsh a human rlghts institution in compllance Wlth the . ‘

" Paris principles.

'Mr Pre81dent on behalf of the Government of Iceland I would like to express
sincere gratitude to the OHCHR for its invaluable support in the UPR process,

the troika for smooth cooperatlon throughout the process and you Mr Pre81dent .

. for you leadership. = ' O

Thank you for your attention. *
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Final remarks

‘In olosmg, on behalf of the Iceland1c Government I would hke to thank for the

views and comments that been offered to. Iceland in today’s session. They will:

- be recorded as a part of vlce_land s first cycle of review in the UPR process.

“As stated earlier, the UPR is an important opportunity for the Government to .

reflect on the human rlghts situation in Iceland. and an 1mportant reminder of ‘

"that in the fields -of human rights, equahty and opportunity, we can always
achieve more. .We are proud of the progress already made however we also see

this process as an opportunity to 1mprove

'Preparmg for Iceland’s first UPR process has given us an opportumty to reflect

upon how best to protect and promote human rlghts in Iceland For that Ij-

\

present to you my Governments appreolatlon

The Icelandlc Government has already begun preparatlons -of the follow up of

- the recommendat1ons and will in that regard contmue to consult extensively

with civil society, reﬂectmg on the UPR process. The recommendations form an

1mportant layer in the basis of Icelands new Nat1ona1 Human Rights Action
Plan, and the Goverment is commited to ensure that effective measures arev '

- taken to adress issues raised in the process.

- T would like to conclude by thanking those Who have participated in Iceland’s
first UPR process. I hope that the responses today demonstrate Iceland’s
ongoing commitment to multilateral engagement, human rights and the rule of '

law. .

Ladiés and Gentlemen, on behalf of my country, my.sincer;est thanks.
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