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Introduction 

1. The Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review (UPR), established in accordance with 
Human Rights Council resolution 5/1 of 18 June 2007, held its fourth session from 2 to 13 February 2009.  
The review of China was held at the 11th meeting on 9 February 2009.  The delegation of China was 
headed by H.E. Mr. LI Baodong, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of China to the United 
Nations Office at Geneva. At its meeting held on 11 February 2009, the Working Group adopted the 
present report on China. 

2. On 8 September 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs 
(troika) to facilitate the review of China:  Canada, India, and Nigeria. 

3. In accordance with paragraph 15 of the annex to resolution 5/1, the following documents were 
issued for the review of China: 

 (a) A national report submitted / written presentation made in accordance with paragraph 
15 (a) (A/HRC/WG.6/4/CHN/1);  

 (b) A compilation prepared by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR), in accordance with paragraph 15 (b) (A/HRC/WG.6/4/CHN/2); 

 (c) A summary prepared by OHCHR, in accordance with paragraph 15 (c) 
(A/HRC/WG.6/4/CHN/3).  

4. A list of questions prepared in advance by Czech Republic, Latvia, Liechtenstein and Sweden, 
Canada, Denmark, Germany, Lithuania, Netherlands, Norway, and United Kingdom was transmitted to 
China through the troika.  These questions are available on the extranet of the UPR. 

I.  SUMMARY OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE REVIEW PROCESS 

A.  Presentation by the State under review 

5. At the 10th meeting, on 9 February 2009, H.E. Mr. LI Baodong, Ambassador and Permanent 
Representative of China to the United Nations Office at Geneva made an introductory statement. China 
viewed the UPR exercise with importance. To prepare for China’s national report a special task force 
composed of members from nearly 30 national legislative, judiciary and administrative departments was 
established. In order that the report was as comprehensive, objective and authoritative as possible, 
consultations were held with nearly 20 non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and academic 
institutions, and broad public input was sought via the Internet.  

6. In 1949, the People’s Republic of China was founded and the Chinese people won national 
independence. A fundamental social and political system for the promotion and protection of human righs 
has been established in China. Since 1978 when reforms and opening-up were launched the living 
standards of the Chinese people moved from poverty to subsistence and from subsistence to relative 
prosperity. The number of persons in rural areas living in poverty has fallen from 250 million to over 14 
million, and per capita disposable income of urban residents has increased 39 times. China was the first 
country in the world to meet the poverty reduction target set in the United Nations Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs). 

7. By the end of 2000 nine-year compulsory education had been made virtually universal throughout 
the country. Illiteracy had been essentially eliminated among the young and middle aged. China has met 
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ahead of schedule the targets of “universal primary education” and “eliminating gender disparity in 
primary and secondary education” as set in the MDGs.  

8. The average life expectancy of Chinese citizens now stands at 73 years. The maternal 
mortality rate is 60 per cent. The average per capita residential floor space for rural and urban 
residents increased four-fold in 30 years. Twelve Chinese cities have won the UN-HABITAT Award.  
In the wake of the devastating earthquakes that struck Wenchuan, Sichuan Province, in last May, the 
Chinese Government provided temporary accommodation within three months to over 10 million 
people affected by the earthquakes, and some 130,000 permanent residential units have been built 
within six months of the disaster. 

9. China has worked consistently to improve its legal system. Since the reform in 1978, nearly 250 
laws relating to the protection of human rights have been enacted. The notion of the rule of law and of 
State respect for safeguarding of human rights was codified in the Chinese Constitution in 1999 and 2004, 
respectively. China has continued its efforts to promote law-based governance and to increase 
government transparency. A number of laws, such as the Criminal Procedure, Administrative Review and 
State Compensation laws, and the Regulations on Public Access to Government Information, have been 
promulgated to ensure citizen’s rights to be informed, to participate and to oversee governmental affairs. 
From the central to local governmental levels, a mechanism of public notification and public hearing has 
been introduced for all major decisions bearing on public interests and people’s welfare. 

10. China has endeavoured to promote democracy, enhance democratic institutions, improve the 
system of people's congresses, and reinforce political consultations among the political parties. A system 
of grassroots’ self-government has been established, involving rural villagers' committees and urban 
neighbourhood committees. A Chinese-style democracy is characterized by democratic election, 
democratic consultation and democratic self-government. 

11. China sought to guarantee judicial independence and the fair administration of justice through 
continued reform and improvements. All death sentence appeal cases were heard in open court sessions. 
The authority to review and approve death penalty cases has been restored to the Supreme People's Court. 
Increasingly procuratorial organs required audio-video recording of interrogation of persons suspected of 
public office abuse-related crimes. The system of people’s assessors and people’s supervisors has been 
improved. Supervision over the administration of justice and over the law enforcement has been 
improved. 

12. China encouraged NGOs to play a full role in promoting and protecting human rights with over 
400,000 NGOs currently registered. They were active in such fields as poverty alleviation, health, 
education, environmental protection, and the safeguarding of citizens’ rights, and have growing influence 
on China’s political and social life. 

13. China pursued a policy of ethnic equality and regional ethnic autonomy. Ethnic minorities in 
China benefitted from special preferential policies in the political, economic, cultural and educational 
spheres. The Government encouraged dual- and multi-language teaching in schools of ethnic minorities, 
and has helped 13 ethnic minorities to create or develop their written languages. Huge investment has 
been made to protect the religious practices, cultural identities and other heritages of ethnic minorities. 

14. China was a party to 25 international human rights instruments, and has conducted human rights 
dialogue with nearly 20 countries. It maintained good relations of cooperation with the OHCHR and 
United Nations special procedures. The delegation welcomed Ms. Pillay to visit China at a time 
convenient to both sides. It was also considering inviting another United Nations   Special Rapporteur to 
visit China in 2009. 
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15. Since the submission of its national report, China has adopted additional measures to protect 
human rights. In October 2008, a decision was made to deepen the rural reforms and development, such 
as eliminating extreme poverty in the countryside and doubling 2008 per capita income of rural residents 
by 2020, gradually realizing equal treatment between rural migrant workers and urban residents, and 
ensuring the exercise of farmers’ democratic rights.  

16. At the end of 2008, China had taken 60 more judicial reform measures, such as strengthening the 
system of investigation and supervision of crimes of abuse of power by public officials, and reducing 
punishment for minor crimes and juvenile delinquencies.  

17. To tackle the current global financial crisis, the Government unveiled an economic stimulus 
package containing 10 major measures. Under the package, 65 per cent of the projects aim directly to 
benefit the life of  people, including improving the wellbeing of rural residents, strengthening medical 
and health-care services, education and culture and other social services and programmes, accelerating the 
post-earthquake recovery and reconstruction, and increasing people’s income.  

18. China was the world’s largest developing country and was fully aware of the difficulties and 
challenges it faced in the field of human rights. China had a population of 1.3 billion, and 800 million 
were farmers. China needed to create 24 million jobs each year. China still ranked well below 100 in 
terms of per capita GDP in the world. The poverty-stricken and low-income population remained vast, 
and the imbalances in development between urban and rural areas and among regions still persisted. 
Medical and health-care services and the social security system still fell short of people’s needs. 

19. The Government was conscientiously implementing the Scientific Outlook on Development, an 
approach that placed people first, and sought to ensure comprehensive, coordinated and sustainable 
development, in an effort to build a harmonious society with democracy, the rule of law, equity and 
justice. The Government would continue to give top priority to people’s livelihood, human values, 
people’s rights and interests, and social equity and freedoms.  

20. Currently, some 50 government departments were working on a National Human Rights Action 
Plan for 2009-2010, which would soon be made public.  

21. The Chinese Government resumed the exercise of sovereignty over Hong Kong and Macao in 
1997 and 1999 respectively and established the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) and 
the Macao Special Administrative Region (MSAR) under the principle of “One Country, Two Systems”. 

22. In the HKSAR, human rights and freedoms were guaranteed by the Basic Law, as well as by, 
inter alia, the Bill of Rights Ordinance, the Race Discrimination Ordinance, and the Independent Police 
Complaints Council Ordinance. The rights of special groups were also protected through such 
mechanisms as the Women’s Commission, the Children’s Council project, the Children’s Rights Forum, 
and the Ethnic Minorities Forum.  

23. In the MSAR, human rights and freedoms were guaranteed by the MSAR Basic Law. To promote 
and protect human rights and maintain the rule of law was a cornerstone of the Macau Government’s 
policy. The MSAR Government continued to improve social rights, particular consideration was given to 
the rights of vulnerable groups, such as the disabled, the elderly, the children, the women and the persons 
under custody. The MSAR Government remained committed to a government more accountable to the 
citizens, advocated the concept of social harmony and promoted human rights development. 

24. In China’s National Report, the HKSAR and MSAR Governments provided separate accounts of 
the situations in the territories of Hong Kong and Macao. The two regions were represented by their 
senior officials.  
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25. The delegation noted that, due to time constraints, the presentation could not cover all China’s 
efforts to promote and protect human rights and elaborate on its difficulties and challenges. The 
delegation would try its best to address questions, including those unanswered written questions in a 
candid and open manner and respond to the recommendations responsibly. 

B.  Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review 

26. During the interactive dialogue, statements were made by 60 delegations. Fifty-five delegations 
were not able to make their statements.** A large number of delegations congratulated China for its 
informative and comprehensive national report and its open presentation.  Numerous delegations 
welcomed China’s commitment to the UPR process and its constructive and cooperative participation.  
Statements were made welcoming the broad-based consultation with stakeholders in the preparation of 
the national report.   

27. Australia welcomed the considerable improvements made by China over the past 30 years, but 
expressed concern that Chinese officials continue to repress religious activities considered to be outside 
the State-controlled religious system. Noting grave concerns about reports of harassment, arbitrary arrest, 
punishment and detention of religious and ethnic minorities, including Tibetans, it recommended that 
China:  (a) strengthen the protection of ethnic minorities’ religious, civil, socio-economic and political 
rights. While encouraged by positive developments in the handling of death-penalty cases, it remained 
concerned about the reportedly high number of executions and lack of transparency in such cases and 
recommended that China; (b) abolish the death penalty and, as interim steps, reduce the number of crimes 
for which the death penalty can be imposed and publish figures on executions. Welcoming the softening 
of media regulations for foreign journalists and encouraging China to ensure restrictions are not imposed 
on journalists’ access to the Tibetan Autonomous Region and to rural areas, it recommended (c) that the 
new regulations be extended to Chinese journalists. Australia further recommended that China  
(d) respond positively to outstanding visit requests by special procedures and issue a standing invitation; 
(e) ratify the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)as quickly as possible and with 
minimal reservations; (f) establish a national human rights institution, in accordance with the Paris 
Principles; and (g) investigate reports of harassment and detention of human rights defenders, including 
alleged mistreatment while in police custody, with a view to ending impunity. 

28. Canada welcomed the measures taken to reduce immediate death sentences, reserving them for 
“exceptionally grave” crimes and reinstating Supreme People’s Court authority to review death sentences. 
Canada expressed deep concern about reports of arbitrary detention of ethnic minorities members, 
including Tibetans, Uighurs and Mongols as well as religious believers, including Falun Gong 
practitioners, without information about their charges, their location and wellbeing. Canada recommended 
that China:  (a) accelerate legislative and judicial reforms, particularly on death penalty and 
administrative detention, to be in compliance with the ICCPR; (b) reduce the number of crimes carrying 
the death penalty and (c) regularly publish detailed statistics on death penalty use; (d) abolish all forms of 
administrative detention, including “Re-Education Through Labour”; (e) eliminate abuse of psychiatric 
committal; (f) provide those held on State-security charges with all fundamental legal safeguards, 
including access to counsel, public trial and sentencing, and eligibility for sentence reduction and parole;  

 ــــــــــــــ
** Norway, Denmark, Chile, Republic of Korea, Tunisia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Mauritius, 
Luxembourg, Serbia, Slovakia, Belgium, Burkina Faso, Botswana, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bangladesh, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Syrian Arab Republic, Nigeria, Ukraine, Maldives, Nepal, Djibouti, Kuwait, 
Chad, Belarus, Ireland, Burundi, Azerbaijan, Romania, Albania, Afghanistan, Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea, Lebanon, Cyprus, Ethiopia, Greece, Montenegro, Liechtenstein, Kazakhstan, Cambodia, Rwanda, 
Uganda, Timor-Leste, Lithuania, Kyrgyzstan, Niger, United Republic of Tanzania, Slovenia, Tajikistan, 
Equatorial Guinea, Mauritania, Mongolia, Cote d’Ivoire and Cameroon. 
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(g) take immediate measures to implement the recommendations of November 2008 of the Committee 
against Torture, particularly on the inadmissibility in court of statements made under torture and the non-
refoulement of refugees from the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea; and (h) respond positively to 
outstanding requests made by several United Nations Special Procedures, including the Special 
Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief, to visit China, and (i) facilitate an early visit by the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights.    

29. Singapore noted China’s priority on realizing the people’s right to development has brought 
about since 1978 rapid growth averaging 9.8 per cent per annum. It noted that this result could not 
have been possible without the empowerment of women. It welcomed the elaboration of a National 
Human Rights Action Plan for 2009-2010 that seeks to balance urban and rural development and to 
accelerate social development, with an emphasis on people’s welfare and on promoting social equity 
and justice. Singapore recommended that China finalize and publish the national human rights action 
plan for 2009-2010 at an early date and then swiftly implement it. It commended China for its efforts 
at strengthening its human rights legislation. It noted that over the past three decades the National 
People’s Congress and its Standing Committee have enacted some 250 laws relating to human rights 
protection, with the Constitution as its core. Singapore appreciated China’s active role in supporting 
the work of the United Nations in the area of human rights, including hosting in Beijing the 4th World 
Conference on Women in 1995.  

30. The Netherlands noted the Chinese position on the protection of ethnic minority rights, and 
looked forward to further explanations on the death penalty and on UNHCR’s role with regard to refugees 
from the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. It welcomed progress made in human rights. It 
recommended that China: (a) continue to advance the rule of law and to deepen the reform of the judicial 
system; (b) ratify the ICCPR as soon as possible and bring its legislation into line with its provisions; and 
(c) extend a standing invitation to all United Nations special rapporteurs. It said it looked forward to the 
publication of the Human Rights Action Plan 2009-2010. 

31. Switzerland recognized the rapid economic development in the past years and the efforts made by 
China to improve the living condition of its population. It welcomed the inclusion of an article on the 
protection of human rights in the Constitution and the promulgation of a number of laws that protect 
human rights and recommended that China (a) amend the criminal procedure code in order to ensure the 
right to a lawyer and put in place a law for the protection of witnesses.  It requested more information on 
the process and timeframe for ratification of the ICCPR, which China signed in 1998. It further welcomed 
the systematic revision of the death penalty by the People’s Supreme Court effective from January 2007, 
which resulted in a decrease in executions, and recommended that China (b) publish the statistics of the 
total number of executions since the introduction of its revision to allow measurement of the decline in 
numbers; (c) install a moratorium on the death penalty as a first step towards its total abolition. While 
stressing that the rights and the particularities of minorities should be recognized and protected, and that 
their economic development should be supported, Switzerland expressed concern over the situation of 
ethnic minorities in Xinjiang and Tibet, Switzerland recommended that the Chinese authorities:  
(d) respect the fundamental rights of these ethnic minorities, notably freedom of religion and movement.  
  

32. The Philippines said its people have enjoyed friendly relations with the Chinese people, to which 
it is bound by strong commercial and cultural ties. It noted China’s tremendous gains in human rights 
protection and promotion, considering its challenges as a large developing country with over 20 per cent 
of the world’s population. It noted: government measures to eradicate poverty, increase living standards, 
health, levels of employment and education, which have lifted millions out of poverty, enhancing human 
dignity and enjoyment of human rights; the increased investments in social security, particularly for rural 
inhabitants and special groups, and the responsiveness to victims of natural disasters, including the 
provision of assistance to over nine million people in Sichuan province. It recommended that China:  
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(a) continue its endeavour to build a sound social security system and supporting services commensurate 
with national conditions, as well as its level of social and economic development; (b) share best practices 
with other developing countries on poverty-reduction programmes and strategies, especially in rural 
areas. It asked if the financial crisis had led to rising unemployment in China and how China is 
addressing the situation. 

33. Algeria regretted politicization of the human rights situation in China during the review. It noted 
that the record achievements of China in attaining Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) showed the 
concept of Scientific Development perspectives is valid. It recommended that China: (a) pursue the 
implementation of the concept of Scientific Development perspectives to ensure comprehensive, 
coordinated and lasting development and to continue building a harmonious society marked by 
democracy, primacy of the law, equity and justice; and (b) share with interested developing countries its 
good practices in the implementation of this concept. It saluted the importance given by China to 
cooperation and exchange with other countries on human rights, adding that it considers that human rights 
situations and efforts deployed must take into account the level of development, cultural, historical and 
sociological contexts of each country. It recommended that China (c) continue to explore development 
methods and the implementation of human rights in harmony with its characteristics, its realities and the 
needs of Chinese society; (d) in accordance with its imperatives dictated by its national realities, proceed 
to legislative, judicial and administrative reform as well as create conditions permitting the ratification, as 
soon as possible, of the ICCPR; and (e) proceed as soon as possible with the publication and 
implementation of its National Human Rights Action Plan for 2009-2010. 

34. The Russian Federation commended China’s role in the work of the Human Rights Council and 
its efforts to strengthen international interaction in the area of human rights. It noted that the emphasis 
placed in China’s national report on ensuring the realization of a basket of socio-economic rights, 
including questions of increasing the level of social protection, education and health, was fair. This policy 
on the part of the Government of the most heavily populated country of the world is particularly 
important in light of the global financial crisis.  China is investing enormous resources aiming to develop 
Tibet province and in this regard the Russian Federation recommended it continue to invest financial and 
material resources with a view to supporting economic and social developments in the country as a whole 
and in the Tibet Autonomous Region in particular. It welcomed the fact that China has managed to 
develop a mutually acceptable formula for interaction between the authorities and civil society and noted 
the progress made in the work of the judiciary, law enforcement and penitentiary systems, and on 
questions related to conditions of certain groups of society.  

35. Bhutan noted that China is a developing country with a vast territory and 21 per cent of the 
world’s population. It appreciated China’s pursuit of an approach that places people first and seeks to 
ensure comprehensive, coordinated and sustainable development to build a harmonious society 
characterized by democracy, rule of law, equity and justice, as encapsulated in its policy of a Scientific 
Outlook on Development. It asked China to share some of the main lessons learned and best practices 
emerging from its experience in carefully formulating national economic and social development plans, 
and its astounding economic success, which have propelled living standards from poverty to subsistence 
and from subsistence to relative prosperity, including as the first country in the world in meeting the 
MDG on poverty reduction. It noted, however, that the reach and effects of such successes have been 
uneven between urban and rural areas and among different regions of the country. Bhutan recommended 
that China strengthen its efforts in poverty alleviation in order to continue reducing the number of persons 
living in poverty. It also recommended particular focus on bridging the gap in economic and social 
development between rural and urban areas and among regions. Bhutan noted increasing investment in 
the development of minority areas, including through increased support for basic education, promotion of 
traditional medicine and cultures and enhancement of self-development capacity as measures identified 
by the Government as future objectives.  
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36. Noting that China has accomplished important leaps along the path of economic development, 
moving in 30 years from being a poor country into becoming the third biggest economy in the world, 
Egypt expressed continuing support to China in its endeavour to pursue development, national unity and 
territorial integrity. It praised the commitment to the protection and promotion of human rights 
demonstrated in the new constitutional provision.  It further praised China’s efforts to ameliorate and 
promote human rights protection, taking into consideration the accompanying challenges of being a 
country with 1.3 billion people.  It understood China’s need to keep the death penalty, which it 
recognized is strictly controlled and applied with extreme caution and is not applied to any person under 
18 or to any pregnant women.  It welcomed the restoration of the authority to review and approve death 
penalty cases to the Supreme People’s Court.   Egypt recommended that China:  (a) continue its national 
efforts for the promotion and protection of human rights, including in the area of strengthening its 
national human rights architecture; and (b) in light of its national realities, continue to implement the 
policy of strictly controlling and applying the death penalty.   

37. Libya noted that China had implemented many procedures and principles in order to promote 
human rights and gender equality, as well as the many challenges faced by China. It appreciated the 
strategies deployed and lessons learned by China in pursuing prosperity for all its inhabitants and 
implementation of the MDGs. It welcomed the efforts made by China to adhere to all international 
agreements. Libya recommended that China accede to the International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights (ICESCR). 

38. Mexico welcomed China’s efforts in the area of human rights, in particular the progress made 
regarding education, labour, health, housing and the early achievement of MDGs. It noted with 
satisfaction the measures taken to create the conditions for swift ratification of the ICCPR, which will 
help to further improvements in areas including due process of law, freedom of expressions and opinions 
and freedom of religion, beliefs and association throughout the country, and to do so without reservations. 
Mexico observed China’s cooperation with OHCHR and Special Procedures, some of which it received 
as long ago as 1994. It noted China’s openness in ratifying a huge number of human rights instruments. 
Mexico also noted that it would be desirable to continue fostering cooperation with international 
mechanisms and for this reason recommended that China a) respond positively to requests from Special 
Procedures on the right to food, human rights defenders, adequate housing, health, extrajudicial 
executions and toxic waste to visit China; and b) give positive consideration to ratifying the Optional 
Protocol to the Convention against Torture (OP-CAT), the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (CRPD) and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced 
Disappearance (CED). Mexico commended China for having implemented additional safeguards 
concerning the application of the death penalty. This being a subject to which it attaches the utmost 
importance, Mexico recommended that China that consider positively declaring a moratorium on the 
application of the death penalty with a view to abolishing it.  

39. Sri Lanka, noting that 60 years previously Mao Zedong announced to the world that the Chinese 
people had stood up, expressed pride that today the Chinese people are standing ever taller. It cited the 
political and social revolution of 1949 and the economic modernization revolution of 1978. It noted that 
China has ensured the political rights of its people, the rights of independence, self-determination, 
sovereignty, and the social and economic right to freedom from feudal exploitation and to the satisfaction 
of material needs. Sri Lanka rejected malignant criticisms by those who tore China into little pieces in the 
period of colonialism and semi-colonialism and who forced the habit of opium on Chinese people. It 
rejected criticism regarding Tibet, which Sri Lanka considers an inalienable province of China. It 
recommended (a) making more widely available to the world China’s experience in combining a strong 
State with ethnic regional autonomy; (b) making available in international languages to the rest of the 
world its experience in economic revolution, modernization and in satisfying the material needs of an 
enormous rural population. 
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40. South Africa paid tribute to the unprecedented human solidarity and support extended by China 
to its struggle against the crime of apartheid.  It also praised China for hosting the Fourth World 
Conference on Women in 1995, which led to the adoption of the Beijing Declaration and Platform of 
Action.  It welcomed China’s achievement of the MDGs in the areas of primary education, including 
meeting the target for eliminating gender disparities in primary and secondary education and reducing of 
the under-5 mortality rate by two-thirds. It also welcomed China’s collaboration with OHCHR 
particularly the series of exchanges and cooperation projects in the field of human rights.  It praised 
China’s commitment to the total eradication of and its continued support for the successful outcome of 
the Durban Review Conference by extending the much-needed financial support. While being mindful 
that China, like all developing countries, has some way to go in fulfilling its human rights obligations, 
South Africa recommended that the Government (a) intensify its efforts to eradicate poverty, ,improve its 
health infrastructure, including access to health services especially for vulnerable groups like women, 
children, the elderly, the disabled and ethnic minorities, and foster civil-society participation; and  
(b) intensify its engagement with the international community to exchange best practices and cooperation 
on law enforcement supervision and training with a view to contributing to its judicial reform processes 
on the basis of equality and mutual respect.  

41. Saudi Arabia appreciated China’s valuable information and clear statements and its efforts to 
promote and protect human rights. China had acceded to more than 25 human rights instruments, 
including six core human rights conventions. It has implemented its international human rights 
obligations and submitted its periodic reports to United Nations treaty bodies regarding 
implementation of the instruments concerned. That was a clear indication of China’s acceptance of 
international responsibility and political will and a commitment to promote human rights.  China’s 
policy of dialogue and constructive cooperation with OHCHR and other United Nations agencies, its 
invitations to various United Nations officials to visit the country regarding civil and political rights 
and its interaction with mandate holders and the facilitation of their work were further proof of its 
political will to protect and promote human rights. In view of that and the invitations extended by 
China, Saudi Arabia recommended that China to invite other Special Rapporteurs dealing with 
economic and social rights to visit the country. 

42. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland welcomed progress on economic, 
social and cultural rights, progress on the permanent relaxation of regulations on reporting by foreign 
correspondents in China, and progress on reforming administration of the death penalty, but noted there 
remains a lack of transparency over use of the death penalty, which can still be applied for 68 crimes, 
including non-violent ones. It expressed concern about the human rights situation in the Tibet 
Autonomous Region and other Tibetan areas, particularly as regards cultural rights, including religious 
rights, and the use and teaching of minority languages, history and culture. It asked about plans to 
strengthen protections for Chinese media, who face non-official obstacles to reporting freely, in line with 
the ICCPR. It asked also how China intends to implement recommendations by the Committee against 
Torture on re-education through labour, the treatment of human rights defenders, and protection for 
defence lawyers. It recommended that China: (a) release a clear timetable for work towards ICCPR 
ratification; (b) reduce the scope of application of the death penalty, and publish statistics to show that the 
use of the death penalty is falling in China; (c) issue a standing invitation to the Special Procedures of the 
Human Rights Council; and (d) grant greater access to Tibetan areas for OHCHR and other United 
Nations bodies, as well as diplomats and the international media. 

43. Germany asked about the efforts made by China to effectively combat torture and maltreatment 
of persons in detention facilities, and the efforts to ensure that evidence obtained by torture is not used 
against defendants in criminal proceedings and that persons committing or officials responsible for acts of 
torture or serious maltreatment of detainees are brought to justice regardless of their function.  Germany 
recommended that China:  (a) abolish administrative detention and forced labour without proper trial, 
access to legal representation and independent supervision; (b) ensure every detainee has the right to 
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regularly see visitors and has permanent access to legal counsel and effective complaint mechanisms;  
(c) ensure that all detainees, regardless of their crimes are held in facilities with decent standard and 
treatment; (d) take effective measures to improve education, training and supervision of prison staff;  
(e) continue efforts to change its legal practice in a way which is conducive to markedly reducing the 
number of the death sentences being imposed and persons executed; (f) consider an early release of 
detainees who are of old age or in fragile health; (g) review its approach towards religious groups and 
practitioners, including those not organized in the officially recognized churches; (h) and guarantee all 
citizens of China, including its minority communities and religions, the exercise of religious freedom, 
freedom of belief and the freedom of worshipping in private.    

44. Uzbekistan welcomed the efforts made in the area of protecting and promoting all human rights, 
including political, civil, social and cultural rights and also the right to development. Uzbekistan stated 
that the comprehensive work realized in China on a broad spectrum in the areas related to protection of 
human rights clearly attested to the commitment on the part of the Government to its international 
obligation in the area of defence of human rights.  It stressed the positive results in the area of protecting 
the rights of women and children, education and human rights, the development of civil society, rights of 
disabled persons, health and social wellbeing. It noted that particular attention should be paid to the 
national human rights plan of actions for 2009-2010 that assists in further strengthening of the system of 
human rights protection in the country and ensures effectiveness of the work in this area.     

45. Sudan commended China for its indivisibility of human rights, through its inclusion of social, 
cultural rights and the right to development as well as political and civil rights. It appreciated the efforts 
undertaken in recent years to continue to promote democracy and the rule of law, including a number of 
measures aimed to improve the judicial system, including the system of “re-education through labour”. It 
understood that the system of re-education through labour is a special legal system based on China’s 
realities. It has a clearly defined legal basis, strict approval procedures and full judicial remedy channels. 
According to Sudan’s understanding, “correctional service” was a more suitable interpretation of the 
system of “re-education through labour.”  Sudan recommended that China actively and prudently push 
forward reform of re-education through labour according to its national realities. 

46. Cuba stated that the millennium-long history and hard work of China would put those countries 
on shame to criticize China. It noted that changes had been sweeping in China from the devastating 
Opium War and the situation in Hong Kong, and Marco Polo’s exploration, to the celebration of the 
Olympics. It further noted that in 1949, the Chinese people decided to take the path of emancipation and 
socialism, through which Cuba shared China’s aspirations, hopes, achievements and challenges.  It noted 
China’s efforts aimed at ensuring that people can benefit from prosperity and wellbeing and that lifted 
millions of people out of poverty and fed more than one billion people. It further noted that the Chinese 
people had been obliged to enforce severe laws against activities aimed at destroying the regime.  Cuba 
recommended that China: a) continue its efforts for the promotion and protection of human rights and 
also for the legitimate interests of organisations and individuals work faithfully to uphold the human 
rights of the Chinese people; and b) maintain, in strict compliance of law, to avoid the impunity for 
people who are qualifying themselves as human rights defenders with the objective of attacking the 
interests of the state and the people of China.       

47. Ghana appreciated the important contribution and commitment of China to the work of the 
Human Rights Council and viewed positively the Government’s efforts to further human rights within its 
vast country and multi-ethnic society. It praised several commendable achievements of China including 
the reduction of the number of persons in rural areas living in extreme poverty. It also noted the 
attainment, ahead of schedule, of the targets set in the Millennium Development Goals in the areas of 
poverty reduction, primary education, and a two-third reduction of the under-five mortality rate. It noted 
that the Government identified the measures it needed to take to address the challenges. Ghana requested 
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further information regarding how the Government intends to achieve the goals of creating 24 million 
jobs in cities and towns each year in the light of the current global financial crisis.  

48. Mozambique commended China’s extraordinary achievements in development, education, health 
and adequate housing, among others, and China’s efforts at promoting gender equality, highlighting the 
promulgation of a Program for the Development of Women, spanning 1995 to 2010, which outlines the 
priorities and indicators for women’s development. It noted more than 20 per cent of China’s parliament 
is made up of women and the labour market is 45 per cent female, higher than the world average. It noted 
that China has already met its MDG target of eliminating gender disparity in primary and secondary 
education. It recommended that China (a) continue the efforts aimed at further enhancing the status of 
women and gradually do away with some traditional concepts in the rural areas that are likely to entrench 
practices that may still hamper progress in gender equality. 

49. Angola welcomed the policies undertaken by China to promote gender equality and expressed 
satisfaction that China successfully achieved the target of elimination of gender disparity in primary and 
secondary education set in the MDGs.  It noted the great importance attached by China to the promotion 
of the right to subsistence and the right to development through the adoption and implementation of 
sound policies and programmes aimed at improving the living standards of its population and promote 
social progress. It further noted that China became the first country in the world to meet the poverty 
reduction target set in the MDGs. It noted the important role to be played by NGOs in China’s political, 
economic, cultural and social life by intervening in different fields such as poverty alleviation, health, 
education, environmental protection and safeguarding citizens’ rights. It also positively noted the 
existence of 387,000 of registered NGOs.  It noted that China amended its compulsory education law to 
make it free of charge nationwide.  Angola recommended that China: a) continue to strengthen policies to 
promote education and to address educational imbalances between urban and rural areas and among 
regions; b) share good practices that allowed China to achieve poverty reduction targets set in the 
Millennium Development Goals; and c) continue its policies in the field of international cooperation in 
order to assist the efforts made by other countries to fulfil the right to development.  

50. Viet Nam noted that China is a large multi-ethnic and multi-religious developing country with the 
world’s biggest population. It highly applauded the people-centered development policy and the 
determined efforts of the Government and people to have brought about significant achievements in the 
area of human rights, most notably manifested in the better ensuring of civil, political, social and 
economic rights, the special care for ethnic minorities, women, children, persons with disabilities and the 
early accomplishment of many MDGs. It welcomed China’s human rights dialogues with countries over 
the years and its active cooperation with United Nations human rights mechanisms. Viet Nam also 
welcomed China’s National Human Rights Action Plan for 2009-2010 where specific measures for the 
promotion and protection of human rights are identified. It recommended that China continue its efforts in 
legal and judicial reforms, economic development and other areas towards promoting a harmonious 
society, democracy, the rule of law and human rights. Viet Nam also recommended that China share with 
the international community an experience in promoting the right to development and poverty reduction. 

51. Morocco commended China’s consultations in human rights with civil society groups. It stated 
that the national report was transparent and demonstrated the constraints under which the Government 
operated in ensuring the exercise of all of these rights. It expressed particular interest in labour rights and 
the rights of migrant workers, who make an important contribution to China’s economic development. It 
saluted the efforts undertaken for the protection of the rights and interests of this category of the 
population. Morocco also congratulated the Chinese Government for its efforts in solving a number of 
problems facing immigrants, such as increasing insurance protection of migrant workers and the 
extension of certain necessary services to them. Morocco noted that the international financial crisis has 
reduced work opportunities in rural areas and recommended that the Government adopt special measures 
in this context of crisis in order to guarantee the protection of rights in this area.     
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52. Oman praised that China attached great importance to the implementation and protection of 
human rights noting its success in the implementation of economic, social and cultural rights. While 
noting that given the great diversity, national unity is very important for China, it welcomed the necessary 
importance that China attached to the promotion and protection of human rights. It asked about what 
objective challenges that China is faced with. Oman recommended that China continue its efforts for the 
promotion of human rights.  

53. United Arab Emirates commended the progress achieved by China over the past 30 years, since it 
adopted a policy of openness and reform. It said that China had witnessed an increase in the enjoyment of 
economic, social and cultural rights. It appreciated efforts undertaken to improve China’s judicial 
institutions and to develop its comprehensive reforms. It expressed admiration for the achievements made 
by China to expand the implementation of justice in society through guaranteeing the right to defence, 
system of people’s courts and the trial by jury. Considering the efforts made by China to ensure the right 
to a fair trial, it recommended continuing to strengthen its judicial organs through the organization of 
training seminars for its judges and judiciary personnel. 

54. Nicaragua noted that respect and protection of human rights in China’s Constitution are constant 
and consistent objectives pursued by the Government, which has taken a participatory approach at the 
international level. As party to 25 international human rights conventions and sponsor of a number of 
international fora, China has cooperated well with the OHCHR and with the work of the Council in an 
open-minded and responsible spirit on the basis of dialogue. With a country this large and diverse, one 
needs to bear in mind the history and social and economic realities. It further noted that while poverty and 
the current world economic crisis are only some of the main obstacles China, which has 21 per cent of the 
world’s population, faces in ensuring the full exercise of human rights, it has spared no effort, in line with 
the MDGs, in working to meet the basic needs of the people.  It recognised the tangible results China has 
achieved and recommended that China continue enhancing the quality of life of its people through the 
enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights and pursuant to international standards. 

55. India welcomed China’s commitment to engaging in exchanges and cooperation with other 
countries in the field of human rights and in promoting a non-selective approach at the international level. 
It praised the tremendous strides made by China in reducing poverty and attaining some of the MDGs 
ahead of schedule. It also noted with interest a National Human Rights Action plan for 2009 -2010 being 
formulated, which will identify the measures to be taken by Government departments and development 
agencies.   

56. France noted that NGOs’ reports frequently referred to various methods of confinement, such as 
detention, house arrest, secret prisons and re-education through labour centres. It asked about any planned 
reforms on this matter and of what progress has been made in improving the situation of re-education 
through labour. France enquired about progress in adopting a law to ensure the legal protection of 
mentally ill persons. It asked about the new role played by the Supreme People’s Court regarding the 
pronouncement of death penalty sentences. Noting that the law on the work of foreign journalists was the 
first step towards creating respect for freedom of movement and information, France recommended that 
(a) provisions of this law be extended to Chinese journalists. France enquired about progress in adopting 
legislative and regulatory texts for the ratification of ICCPR and recommended that China (b) state a 
precise calendar for ratification and adoption of the necessary measures for the ratification of the ICCPR. 
France recommended (c) the reduction of the great number of crimes which are subject to capital 
punishment, specifically, first of all, economic crimes, as well as abolishing the death penalty and 
increasing transparency on this issue by publishing national official statistics. It recommended that China 
(d) become a party to the Rome statute of the ICC. 

57. Yemen commended China’s great attention to recommendations of international bodies, 
particularly regarding people with disabilities and those suffering from mental illnesses, noting the 
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creation of national bodies to pay greater attention to such people and to their economic and social rights. 
The national programme on debt relief has contributed to relieving the suffering of 10 million 
handicapped persons living in the rural areas and 15 million Chinese citizens have been able to enjoy 
greater freedom and greater rights. It commended the efforts undertaken to guarantee respect of their 
legitimate rights. It saluted China’s hosting of the Paralympics and recommended it continue efforts in 
supporting persons with disabilities and ensuring their contribution in social life, as effective partners. 

58. Jordan was encouraged by China’s access to a high number of international human rights 
instruments, including the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. It was please that China 
was taking steps with the view to ratifying the ICCPR. It noted that China has been keen to complement 
its commitments under international human rights instruments by enacting many laws pertaining to 
human rights. It commended China for adopting measures aiming at limiting the application of capital 
punishment and hoped that it would continue its efforts in this regard. It noted that the implementation of 
the Scientific Outlook on Development has proven to be effective since it puts people first and seeks to 
tackle their rights and needs in a comprehensive manner for a harmonious society and thus enabling 
China to achieve further progress on the MDGs. Jordan praised China for human rights education through 
implementing successive programs, which emphasized education and training for public servants in the 
field of human rights and the rule of law. Jordan recommended continuing to place people at the centre of 
development in a harmonious society for all so that this approach can further progress the economic, 
social and cultural rights. It also recommended intensifying human rights awareness campaigns and 
continuing to provide and improve training programs on human rights for the judiciary, law enforcement 
personnel and lawyers. 

59. The Islamic Republic of Iran commended China’s strong commitment to human rights, 
welcoming its openness in addressing human rights issues, as well as its impressive economic 
development during the last three decades and significant advancement in Chinese people’s enjoyment of 
all human rights. Noting China’s commitment to cooperating with other countries in promoting a fair, 
objective and non-selective approach by the international community on human rights issues, it asked 
about steps to engage countries at a regional and international level in dialogue and cooperation in this 
regard. Noting that the development of internet in general is something positive but its negative impact 
can never be underestimated, Iran recommended that, while guaranteeing this freedom of speech, China 
should strengthen Internet governance to make sure the contents that incite war, racial hatred or 
defamation of religions are prohibited, and pornographic websites that are harmful to children and minors 
are banned or restricted. 

60. The delegation thanked all countries who spoke positively of its efforts in human rights 
promotion and protection and for many important and interesting questions and recommendations. It 
noted with regret, and reject categorically, however, the politicised statement by certain countries. 

61. The delegation stated that China endeavours to promote economic, social and cultural rights of its 
people, and to push forward democracy and the institutional development for the rule of law to guarantee 
civil and political rights and fundamental freedoms. China’s successful poverty alleviation measures and 
strategy since 1986 has achieved extensive results. The main reason is that China adheres to reform and 
opening up policy based upon its national situation. The four methods are:  the leading role by the 
Government; a participatory approach by the whole society; encouragement for self-reliance; and greater 
infrastructure and capacity building efforts in those areas. The delegation thanked all the countries 
concerned and United Nations agencies for their assistance in economic development, poverty alleviation 
and efforts to achieve the MDGs. 

62. Noting that the global financial crisis has hit China too and has resulted in growth of 
unemployment figures, the Government has adopted measures to secure employment by, inter alia, 
providing support to small and medium-size enterprises, labour-intensive industries and service 
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industries, offering incentives to enterprises not to lay off workers; and assisting rural migrant workers to 
find and create jobs. 

63. The delegation mentioned that its principle in acceding to international human rights instruments 
is “ratification is due when condition is right”. A reservation is made only when the domestic situation 
calls for it. China signed the ICCPR and is engaged in amending domestic laws, including re-education 
through labour, and amending criminal procedural laws to remove possible incompatibility with the 
Covenant. China is very serious towards its treaty obligations, attaches importance to treaty body 
recommendations and carefully studies and actively implements all their reasonable and viable 
recommendations. 

64. The national human rights action plan, which will be promulgated soon, covers poverty 
alleviation, education, health, housing, women’s and children’s rights and improvement of judiciary. 
During its preparation, the Government extensively consulted civil soceities including All China 
Women’s Federation, Federation of the Disabled Person, and the Chinese Human Rights Research 
Institution. These organisations will participate in its supervision and implementation.  

65. The delegation said China cooperates well with special procedures and replied seriously to every 
communication transmitted by the mechanism. In recent years, it has received six visits by special 
rapporteurs on torture, religious freedom, education and the Working Group on arbitrary detention. It will 
continue to extend invitations to special rapporteurs and considers inviting one to visit in 2009. It attaches 
great importance to their reports and actively implements reasonable recommendations. The delegation 
noted that it has provided several times feedback to the Special Rapporteur on torture on the 
implementation of his recommendations. 

66. Regarding administrative detention and re-education through labour, the delegation noted that 
administrative detention is an administrative sanction that temporarily limits the liberty of a person. It is 
applied to persons who have committed offences less than a criminal offence and can be appealed through 
administrative review or administrative litigation. The Chinese system of re-education through labour is 
similar to that of correctional service in other countries and is applied to persons who have committed 
crimes that do not warrant criminal sentence. There are 320 such centres in China with 190,000 inmates. 
Its main legal basis is in various specific laws, authorized or passed by the Standing Committee of the 
National Congress.  This Standing Committee has decided to formulate a Law on Correctional Services, 
in which a reform of system of the re-education through labour is envisaged.  

67. The delegation noted that current circumstances do not allow for abolition of the death penalty 
but that its use is strictly controlled. In practice, death penalty is only applied to very serious crimes and is 
not used in most of the applicable crimes. If a person sentenced to death with a stay of execution for two 
years, does not commit any new crimes during the period of suspension, his sentence will be commuted 
to other sentence. A positive consideration is been given to the proposal to reduce the number of crimes 
subject to death penalty, especially for non-violent crimes.  

68. On the issue of judiciary independence, the delegation noted that in China the Constitution and 
the law stipulates that the court should carry out their judicial authorities independently and free from any 
interference from administrative branches, societal bodies and individuals. The law on lawyers is 
amended and the law of state compensations and criminal procedural law are now on the agenda of the 
National People’s Congress to realise justice and equality in judicial system China. Judicial reform and 
training programmes of the judiciary are carried out.  

69. On torture and other inhumane treatment, the delegation noted that the number of cases of torture 
is declining and that it would never allow torture be used on ethnic groups, religious believers or other 
groups. The law clearly prohibits establishment of private detention facilities, there are no black jails in 



A/HRC/11/25 
Page 16 

 

the country. Under the criminal law, collecting evidence by force, illegal detention or corporal 
punishment of detainees constitutes criminal offences. The law on detention facilities further prohibits 
any abuse, physical or oral of detainees. A comprehensive safeguard mechanism against torture exists in 
all prisons and detention facilities, comprising four layers: the first layer is internal discipline and 
supervision in every facility, the second is supervision by procuratorial bodies, the third is the National 
People’s Congress or Political Consultative Conferences, and the fourth is a special unit to investigate and 
handle cases of alleged torture. Victims of torture are entitled to seek compensation under the law. 

70. The delegation informed that the amended law on lawyers contains clear provisions to protect 
lawyer’s rights, their personal liberty and immunity from sanctions for speeches defending legally their 
clients in criminal proceedings. However, when a case involves state secrets, it is normal that certain 
restrictions are placed on the meetings between suspects and their lawyers. Consideration is being given 
to amending the criminal procedure law so as to further enhance the role of lawyers in criminal 
proceedings. 

71. On freedom of speech and expression, the delegation noted that China’s laws provide complete 
guarantees. The Government encourages the media to play a watchdog role and there is no censorship in 
the country. Major stories, like the contaminated milk powder story, are brought to public attention by the 
media. No individual or press has been penalized for voicing their opinions or views. Chinese journalists’ 
right to report their story is fully guaranteed by the law. When reporting on certain sensitive stories, some 
journalists may encounter obstacles or pressure, which reflects characteristics of the profession. But these 
obstacles are not from the Government, but from some interests-concerned parties. The Government and 
the judiciary body would deal with such cases of harassment of journalists in accordance with the law. 
Chinese law prohibits the use of the Internet or other mass media for creating rumours or instigating the 
subversion of Government, splitting national territory or instigating hatred amongst ethnic groups and 
religious discrimination. These legal provisions are in conformity with the ICCPR. 

72. Bahrain noted the measures taken by China to promote and protect human rights. It praised the 
efforts made particularly the work undertaken to guarantee health care nationwide, evidenced by an 
increase in the number of hospital infrastructure facilities. It welcomed the efforts made by China to bring 
about a decrease in mortality rates and increase in life expectancy. It stressed that China was the first 
developing country to have overcome small pox and eradicate it. It further welcomed the measures taken 
by China to overcome SARS noting that reform is being undertaken on health institutions. Bahrain 
recommended that China continue its efforts to guarantee the wellbeing, which allows all patients to 
enjoy basic health care services.  

73. Zimbabwe praised China’s recent economic achievements, which ensured better realization of 
socio-economic rights for its people, and which cannot be better measured than by China’s recent 
attainment of the rank of the world’s third largest economy.  It praised China for socio-economic, 
political, technical and cultural progress and achievements in the field of human rights, including the 
development of freedoms of speech, opinion, expression, thinking and the enactment of laws related to 
the promotion and protection of human rights. Zimbabwe recommended that China continue its poverty 
reduction programmes and continue to support and encourage the further development of China’s media 
use of English and other foreign languages. This will help the outside world to get to better understand 
China, including the objective coverage of China, a country too often deliberately and grossly 
misunderstood by some international media. 

74. Indonesia noted the consistent efforts which China has undertaken to improve and strengthen the 
promotion and protection of human rights as exemplified by its ratification of six core human rights 
conventions. China was the most populous nation in the world with various multi-ethnic communities 
from diverse social and cultural backgrounds living peaceably together. Indonesia commended the 
Government’s efforts to promote harmony and understanding among these communities as well as within 
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the different religious groups. Indonesia asked whether China has any plans to ratify further international 
conventions and if it also intends to implement new legislative norms relative to judicial reforms in the 
near future. It recommended that China ensure the implementation of the legislation related to the 60 
judicial reform measures as established at the end of 2008. It believed this would serve to further 
reinforce China’s judicial system, and in turn, support the harmonization of China’s laws in accordance 
with the relevant international instruments. 

75. Japan noted China’s achievements in ensuring the economic and social rights of its people since 
its adoption of the policy of opening up and reform in 1978. It applauded the achievements so far, but 
hoped that China would continue its efforts to further enhance the promotion and protection of the civil 
and political rights of its people, including the ratification of the ICCPR. Japan also noted that, as a multi-
ethnic nation, China has adopted various preferential measures for ethnic minorities, including Tibetans 
and Uyghurs, and has extended various economic and social assistance to minorities as it aims to realise a 
“harmonious society.” It recommended continuing its efforts to further ensure ethnic minorities the full 
range of human rights including cultural rights. Taking note of concrete steps for the freedom of the press 
and the disclosure of information under the policy of “placing people first”, such as the new regulations 
on reporting activities by foreign journalists, it hoped China would fully implement these regulations and 
will further advance its policies and measures in this regard. Japan also noted the publication of a white 
paper on China’s rule of law in February 2008. 

76. Benin noted that China is the country of contrasts, par excellence. A country of thousands of 
years’ civilization, it has transformed itself from a semi-colony of the 19th century and liberated itself 
from foreign domination in 1949. The vast territory with a population of more than one billion 
inhabitants, China did not retake its sovereignty over Hong Kong and Macao until 1997 and 1999 
respectively, and recently China has known visible inequalities, which constituted the major challenges 
for the promotion and protection of human rights.  Benin stood in solidarity with China regarding 
solutions to be undertaken to address different problems linked to universal respect for human rights in its 
vast territory.  Benin praised the progress made in respect of human rights and recognized the continuing 
challenges faced by China.  Benin asked about the priorities of China for the promotion and protection of 
human rights for special administered regions of Hong Kong and Macao, and why China had considered 
it necessary to have a national human rights action plan for 2009-2010. Benin recommended that the two 
special administrative regions continue to function according to their realities and maintain respect for 
different rights of their citizens in terms of respect for their laws. 

77. Mali noted with satisfaction the progress made in many sectors, including the area of human 
rights and commended positive results achieved in the area of promotion and protection of human rights. 
While noting the difficulties and constraints mentioned in the national report, Mali remained convinced 
that through its determination China will achieve the goals set for itself in the area of the promotion and 
protection of human rights within its boundaries. 

78. Gabon noted that it has enjoyed warm diplomatic relations with China since the 1960s, a rich and 
dynamic partnership, with numerous concrete projects in different sectors of Gabon’s economy. It said 
human rights issues in China have always attracted international attention and this review provided an 
excellent opportunity for China to show to the world that human rights promotion and protection is a 
national priority. Since 1986, China has carried out programmes of dissemination of knowledge of the 
law and the fifth of these programs (2006-2010) focuses on education and training of officials in human 
rights and the primacy of law. The Chinese Government supports involvement of civil society in its 
awareness-raising activities and human rights protection, which allows the 387,000 NGOs to carry out 
actions in various areas such as poverty reduction, health, education, environmental protection and 
protection of citizens’ rights. It noted China’s rapid evolution towards international human rights 
protection standards, more than 250 laws to protect human rights, its active participation in United 
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Nations human rights bodies and its preponderant role in establishing the new Council. It encouraged 
China to continue in this way. 

79. Finland acknowledged China’s efforts to maintain a functioning justice system. It noted some 
improvement with regard to the “right for defence” but that implementation of these new provisions may 
be difficult due to persisting contradictory legislation, including the Criminal Procedure Law. Finland 
recommended that China (a) take effective measures to ensure that lawyers can defend their clients 
without fear of harassment and can participate in the management of their own professional organisations. 
Finland noted that, even though Chinese law prohibits the employment of children under the age of 16, 
substantial practice of child labour persists particularly in the private sector and that children work in 
abusive conditions under so-called “Work and Study programmes.”  It asked for further information on 
measures envisaged to prevent the use of child labour, and the implementation of the respective laws and 
recommended that China (b) develop and adopt a comprehensive policy to combat child labour. Finland 
also recommended that China (c) withdraw its reservation to the article 6 of the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child. 

80. Palestine welcomed the efforts undertaken by China to allow all sectors of society to have access 
to education through grants and financial aid, including to minorities. It also praised the measures and 
procedures taken to support the health sector, especially to fight against contagious diseases and to 
guarantee basic primary health coverage. It further praised China for fighting against discrimination 
against women, notably holding the 1995 World Conference on Women. It asked about measures and 
procedures taken by China in order to guarantee work for all in the light of an increase in the numbers of 
persons with degrees as well as the programmes envisaged by China to meet the needs of its inhabitants. 

81. Latvia, with reference to the concluding observations of the Committee on the Rights of the 
Child, welcomed China’s impressive achievements in reducing poverty, enabling it to attain some key 
Millennium Development Goals ahead of schedule. It appreciated China’s response to questions 
regarding cooperation with special procedures, noting ongoing cooperation with special rapporteurs and 
pending visit requests by several of them, recommending that China (a) step up cooperation with the 
special procedures and (b) consider extending a standing invitation to all special procedures of the Human 
Rights Council. 

82. Czech Republic commended China’s achievements in the fight against poverty, recommending 
that it:  (a) accede to the OPCAT, improve its national implementation of the CAT, establish an 
independent and effective complaints procedure for victims of torture and review its compliance with the 
principle of “non-refoulement”; (b) revise its legislation and practice that violate the right to freedom of 
expression and release all persons held in this connection, e.g., Mr. Paljor Norbu and persons arrested in 
connection with Charter 08.  In relation to the right to a fair trial, Czech Republic recommended that 
China (c) reform its State secrets Law and definitions of crimes as incitement to subversion of state power 
so that they cannot be abused for persecution of human rights defenders in particular petitioners or 
journalists; (d) ensure the independence of judiciary and lawyers; (e) abolish the system of re-education 
through labour and black jails. With regard to protection of human rights of national minorities, including 
Tibetans and Uyghurs, Czech Republic recommended that China (f) review laws and practices in 
particular with regard to ensuring protection of their freedom of religion, movement, protection of their 
culture and language. In relation to Tibet, Czech Republic recommended that China (g) end the “strike 
hard campaign” associated with numerous serious violations of human rights; (h) investigate all cases of 
police brutality and torture, e.g., death of Mr. Pema Tsepak in Chambo in January this year; and (i) ensure 
protection of the right of peaceful assembly and release all persons arrested in this connection, e.g., Ms. 
Tashi Tao and Ms. Dhungtso in Kardze County. 

83. New Zealand recognized China’s achievements over the last 30 years in drawing its citizens out 
of poverty. In seeking membership of the Human Rights Council, China noted that much work remained 
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to be done in the field of human rights. Noting that the establishment of a fully funded and independent 
national human rights institution has proved helpful in a number of countries, it recommended  
(a) establishing a national human rights institution, in accordance with the Paris Principles. It noted with 
concern continuing allegations around the use of forced labour as a corrective measure, torture, detention 
without trial and ill-treatment of suspects in policy custody, harassment of lawyers and human rights 
defenders, and ongoing restrictions on freedom of religion, information and expression. It recommended 
(b) engaging with the Human Rights Council’s special procedure mandate holders on addressing these 
human rights challenges. Welcoming the apparent drop in the number of executions in China since the 
return of the right of review to the Supreme People’s Court in 2007, New Zealand recommended  
(c) continued reform towards the eventual abolition of the death penalty, including greater transparency 
around its use. It further recommended (d) conducting a review of its application of the 1984 safeguards, 
as adopted by ECOSOC 1984/50. It noted an OHCHR report referring to human rights concerns in Tibet 
raised by special rapporteurs and by various treaty bodies. New Zealand has been a consistent supporter 
of dialogue to achieve meaningful outcomes that address the interests of all communities in Tibet and it 
understands that China intends to resume this dialogue and recommended that (e) it do so. New Zealand 
recommended (f) adopting further measures to ensure universal access to health and education and other 
welfare for rural communities, minority regions, disadvantaged families and the internal migrant 
population. It recommended that g) the national action plan on human rights reflect concrete steps 
towards the ratification of the ICCPR. 

84. Argentina asked about initiatives to expand the right to freedom of thought and freedom of 
expression with regard to Internet use, and whether there were plans to criminalize torture in the internal 
legal order, in conformity with international parameters. It recommended (a) analysing the possibility of 
ratifying human rights instruments which are considered relevant in strengthening its promotion and 
protection, highlighting: ICCPR, International Convention for the Protection of All Persons Against 
Enforced Disappearances, and assess the possibility of accepting the competency of the Committee on 
Enforced Disappearances in accordance with the Convention, and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and 
Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children, supplementing the Convention against 
Transnational Organised Crime; (b) evaluating the possibility of promoting the establishment of a legal 
description of the scourge of discrimination, taking into account international legal standards in this area. 

85. Portugal welcomed China’s reform efforts to create the conditions to ratify the ICCPR expressing 
hope that these efforts would be successful in a short term period. It also noted that the ICCPR is one of 
the cornerstones of the international framework for the protection and promotion of human rights and this 
system would be stronger with the full participation of China.  Noting that violence against women is a 
scourge that has to be addressed in all countries. Portugal stated that the vulnerability of women increased 
with the absence of a legal definition “discrimination.” Portugal recommended to China that: (a) such a 
definition be inscribed in its national law;  While noting the concern expressed by CESCR in 2005 about 
the continued irregularities in the provision of universal access to free compulsory primary education 
particularly with regard to rural communities, minority regions, disadvantaged families and internal 
migrant population, Portugal welcomed the recent rise to nine years of compulsory education, and the 
achievements in adult literacy, development of vocational and technical training and pre-school 
education. It recommended that China (b) ensure that primary education attains the constitutionally 
guaranteed universal compulsory status. In spite of all the progresses in the field of education, Portugal 
expressed concern over programmes like “Work and Study” as the regulations failed to provide a clear 
definition of the acceptable kind, intensity and overall time duration of this special category of work.  It 
welcomed the ratification of the ICRPD and the accessibility improvements witnessed during the Beijing 
Olympics and Paralympics.  

86. Austria noted that the Constitution does not only guarantee human rights to ethnic minorities, but 
also special preferential policies, particularly autonomy. It recommended to the Government, (a) in 
accordance with the Chinese constitution to allow ethnic minorities to fully exercise their human rights, to 
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preserve their cultural identity and to ensure their participation in decision-making. It noted that these 
issues should be addressed in the National Human Rights Action Plan. Austria welcomed the new 
authority of the Supreme People’s Court (SPC) to review death penalty cases and (b) recommended 
further reducing the applicability of the death penalty, in particular for non-violent crimes, and to provide 
statistics on the number of death sentences as well as on the SPC review procedure (how many cases are 
returned for retrial; in how many cases are defendants heard by the SPC). It further recommended  
(c) ratifying the ICCPR. Austria welcomed the cooperation with the OHCHR and recommended  
(d) renewing the MoU without further delay to intensify technical assistance and advisory services in the 
field of human rights, noting that as a first step a human rights advisor could be placed with the United 
Nations Resident Coordinator. It also recommended further (e) strengthening cooperation through open 
invitations to Special Procedures and also (f) follow up to UPR. 

87. Qatar expressed appreciation for China’s developments and efforts, especially in protection and 
promotion of economic and social rights, particularly the rights to development, work and social security, 
housing, education and health. It welcomed information in the national report on difficulties and 
challenges and the future objectives and initiatives to overcome them. Appreciating accomplishments in 
the promotion and protection of the rights of the child and welcoming ratification of the OP-CRC-AC, it 
recommended (a) attaching more importance to protection of the rights of the child through national plans 
for economic and social development. It asked about plans and programmes proposed to promote the 
culture of human rights among local government officials. 

88. Pakistan stated that China does not require external advice on securing the rights of its people as 
it has taken concrete steps to build the future of its people. It said that the tendency to politicize the UPR 
must be guarded against, noting comments about the Tibet Autonomous Region, which it said reflect 
political agendas and not an objective appreciation of the situation in Tibet, which it said is an inalienable 
part of China and is so recognised by the entire international community. Pakistan commented that the 
criminal violence in Tibet last year had disturbing links to external perpetrators with ulterior motives and 
the local government took measures to provide security to all Tibetans. It noted that the Chinese 
Government abided by its international human rights obligations and domestic laws. The legitimate rights 
and interests of the provocateurs were fully protected and the accused were given full legal assistance. It 
understood that the perpetrators causing minor disturbances had been released. It hoped the region would 
maintain stability, enjoy further development and that external interference would cease. It noted the 
tremendous developments in China, and that China’s accomplishment for its people in a few decades is 
without parallel and it bears a lesson for all. 

89. Venezuela commended the fact that the Government of China attached the same importance to 
economic, social and cultural rights with respect to other human rights, including the right to 
development. It noted the major efforts that the Government has taken to reduce poverty and said it was 
impressed that from 250 million persons in poverty 30 years ago, now only 14 million remain in this 
situation, meeting the goals set out by the United Nations in MDGs. Venezuela encouraged China to 
continue its work in the area of poverty reduction. It asked about China’s successful economic and social 
development plans that have been formulated and applied by the Government and about projects and 
future plans to increase living standards and social progress of the Chinese population. Venezuela noted 
that as a result of putting people at the centre of its policies, China improved its living standards and 
encouraged the Government to continue.  

90. Senegal noted that China has achieved significant results in health, education and in combating 
poverty, allowing it to attain some of its Millennium Development Goals. It said the choice to integrate 
human rights education into school curricula demonstrates a real will to ensure effective human rights 
promotion and protection and is a good practice. It asked if China envisages acceding to the International 
Convention on the Rights of Migrant Workers and Their Family Members. 
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91. Colombia noted that the national report reflected clearly a wide range of aspects and topics of 
human rights, as well as the achievements made and the challenges that still existed.  Colombia praised 
the progress made in the area of economic and social rights, which had beneficial effect on the rights of 
women and children. Colombia stressed the great importance attached by China in the promotion of the 
rights of women and children requesting more information on the functions and actions of the National 
Labour Committee on women and children, including the policies dealing with migrant women workers.  
Colombia further requested information on the progress and results made in the Development Programme 
for Childhood for the period of 2001-2010. 

92. Sweden welcomed progress in the last decade, notably in economic, social and cultural rights. It 
recommended that (a) China create conditions for an early ratification of the ICCPR. It further 
recommended (b) removing restrictions on freedom of information and expression; c)taking urgent steps 
to abolish the various systems of arbitrary detention; (d) ensuring that any reformed prison or compulsory 
care system meets international human rights standards; (e) continuing and deepening judicial reform, 
including by adopting measures to address the institutional weakness and lack of independence of the 
judiciary; (f) abolishing or reforming the current hukou residency system to ensure that all citizens are 
ensured basic access to education, health care and other relevant social welfare systems on an equitable 
basis and in line with the principles of non-discrimination; and (g) lifting the current reservation to article 
8.1(a) of the ICESCR, which ensures the right of everyone to form trade unions and join the trade union 
of his or her choice and welcomed more information on possible reforms in this area. Sweden also 
recommended (h) establishing an independent national human rights institution in line with the Paris 
principles. 

93. Thailand noted that China has undergone a remarkable and steady economic transformation, 
made meaningful progress in human rights promotion and protection over the past three decades and 
continues to do so. It is party to six core international human rights instruments and has translated 
international norms and standards into a wide range of domestic legislation covering all areas of human 
rights, especially the rights of vulnerable groups such as women, children and persons with disabilities. 
Welcoming China’s initiation of its process to become party to the ICCPR, it hoped the process would 
proceed expeditiously. It said the need to tackle poverty and promote development is an essential building 
block and China’s success in this is not only significant in itself but should enlarge the space for 
enhancing human rights in other spheres. Noting that with the rapid economic growth China has enjoyed 
in recent times, it is likely to face a major task of environmental protection, it welcomed also the 
implementation of the National Programme of Action on Environment and Health, aimed at ensuring the 
safety, health and wellbeing of the people. It expressed confidence that, with the manifest commitment of 
the Government, the pace of positive change and progressive developments will lead to continued 
enhancement of human rights in all dimensions for the benefit of the people of China and the 
international community as a whole. 

94. Myanmar welcomed the significant progress made in social spheres such as education, culture 
and public heath sectors, testimonies of the China’s political will to promote and protect the human rights 
of the Chinese people.  It praised China for the remarkable results achieved in the improvement of the 
wellbeing of its population over 30 years, noting that this is the most impressive achievement given 
China’s vast territories, largely diverse and dispersed population of over 1.3 billion. Myanmar stated it 
had consistently exercised the “One China Policy” as a fundamental principle of its relations with China. 
As an immediate neighbour with long-standing traditional close ties of friendship with China, Myanmar 
stated that it sympathized with and understood the challenges faced by China with regard to human rights 
issues.  In this connection, Myanmar strongly opposed politicizing human rights issues and using them to 
interfere in others’ internal affairs. 

95. Brazil noted that China, with a population of 1.32 billion people comprising 56 ethnic groups and 
living in a vast territory, had striven to provide its people with equal access to food, health, employment, 
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adequate housing, education and development and had succeeded in its endeavour. It was the first country 
to meet the poverty reduction target set in the MDGs. Illiteracy had been virtually eliminated among the 
young and middle-aged. Brazil also welcomed China’s constitutional provisions stipulating that “the State 
respects and safeguards human rights”. It recognized that China has made great achievements in the area 
of human rights, but noted concerns about elimination of discrimination against women and regarding 
labour rights. It welcomed additional comments on China’s strategy to expand its social security system. 
Brazil recommended to China, bearing in mind resolution 9/12 entitled “Human Rights Goals”, (a) to 
ratify the ICCPR and to adhere to both the (b) Rome Statute of the ICC and (c) the OP-CAT. It further 
recommended that China (d) consider establishing a moratorium on death penalty; adopt specific 
legislation on domestic violence; and continue its cooperation with OHCHR.  

96. Italy welcomed growing attention to the economic and social disparities among urban and rural 
regions, adoption of new measures on the rights of workers, disabled persons, women and children, and 
the preparation of a National Action Plan for Human Rights. It recommended that China (a) lift secrecy 
on figures and statistics concerning death penalty; restrict its application to the most serious crimes 
according to international minimum standards; and to consider the establishment of a moratorium on the 
use of death penalty with a view to its abolition; (b) simplify requirements for official approval of 
religious practices in order to allow more individuals to exercise their freedom of religion and belief and 
to better respect the religious rights of minorities; and (c) respond positively to requests of visits made by 
United Nations special procedures and to consider issuing a standing invitation to them. 

97. Hungary welcomed China’s achievement in human rights and took positive note of the fact that 
China is party to the main human rights conventions, encouraging China to ratify the ICCPR. It took 
pride in being China’s partner in a common bilateral human rights dialogue, recognizing China’s 
commitment to the issue of human rights, expressing hope that this dialogue would continue with the 
same regularity and intensity.  Hungary expressed concern that forced labour could be a corrective 
measure in China, such as child labour in school, and that these could result in exploitation of children. It 
sought further information on China’s position on this issue.  Hungary welcomed the steps taken by 
China to guarantee the rights to freedom of speech and to freedom of religion.  Hungary praised the new 
Chinese programme which targets to resolve the countryside’ supply with telephone, radio, and 
television. It also fully acknowledged the importance of the fact that, according to the provisions of the 
Constitution, Chinese citizens have the right to freely express their opinion.  Hungary recommended that 
China accept different opinion if it is expressed by human rights defenders through peaceful 
demonstration. 

98. Malaysia commended the Government’s efforts for its determination and commitment in 
pursuing economic development and it shared the view that economic development is important for the 
full enjoyment of human rights by the people. It noted advancements made in the level and extent of 
protection of human rights in particular, in the fields of employment, education, culture and public health. 
Noting the development-oriented poverty alleviation strategy adopted since 1986 has contributed 
immensely to the reduction of poverty and improvement in the standard of living of its people across the 
country, Malaysia recommended (a) the sharing of China’s experiences and best practices in the reduction 
of poverty with other developing countries. Noting further that the Government has taken active role in 
supporting the participation of civil society NGOs and academic institutions in activities in the promotion 
and protection of human rights, it further recommended that China (b) consider strengthening its positive 
engagement with civil society, NGOs and academic institutions, with a view to enhancing the promotion 
and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms of its people. 

99. The Chinese delegation thanked all speakers for their comments, questions and recommendations. 
With regard to the measures taken to ensure the right of housing the delegation noted that the policy is 
being implemented to offer an adequate shelter in order to help low- and middle-income families. In 
addition, the Government has been building low-cost housing every year. By the end of 2007, 17 million 
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low- and middle-income families had been provided with houses under this programme. As for the low-
income group with even greater difficulties, the Government have established a low-rent housing system, 
to provide either low-rent housing or offer a subsidy to find housing. This system has helped improving 
housing conditions of 950.000 low income families. 

100. The HKSAR government is fully committed to promoting and protecting human rights in Hong 
Kong. Indeed, human rights and freedoms are guaranteed constitutionally by the Basic Law and through 
various local legislations, including equality before the law, freedom of speech and of the press, freedom 
of association, of assembly and of demonstration, freedom of religious belief and right to social welfare, 
and so on. The protection of human rights in Hong Kong is further reinforced by the rule of law and an 
independent judiciary system. In addition, there is an extensive institutional framework of organisations 
which help promote and safeguard human rights which is closely monitored by the Legislative Council of 
Hong Kong, civil society, the media and the general public. 

101. The Macao SAR continues to strive to ensure the enjoyment and protection of fundamental rights 
and freedoms. Regarding the recommendation set forth by Benin, Macao SAR referred that it will 
enhance the monitoring mechanisms of the government policies in order to increase the law in action 
regarding human rights. It will continue reinforcing preventive measures and suppressing the trafficking 
of human beings and actively promote the enjoyment of human rights with due regard to young 
generations. It is keen to deepen political rights in a progressive to strengthen the government’s 
accountability to its citizens. It also plans to improve social rights in cooperation with civil society and 
extend compulsory education until the end of secondary school. In its efforts to step up on social housing 
the delegation informed that 20,000 social housing will be made available for low-income families. 

102. The delegation noted that the most fundamental feature of China’s ethnic policy is equality. In 
China 155 areas of ethnic autonomous regions enjoy extensive autonomous rights in legislation, 
economics and culture. The second feature is that the ethnic autonomous regions may enjoy preferential 
treatment in finance and tax than other regions. The ratio of deputies of National People’s Congress of 
ethnic population is higher than that for Han ethnic group. The third feature is that the State respects the 
habits and customs of religious beliefs of minorities, and prohibits speeches and actions that instigate 
ethnic hatred and religious discrimination, protects, develops culture of ethnic minorities. The 
Government has helped thirteen ethnic minorities to create and improve their written languages. China 
has 56 ethnic groups that live in harmony, help each other and seek common development and there is no 
ethnic conflict. The delegation noted that regrettably, a few people with the support of foreign forces try 
to split Tibet and Xinjiang from China and they by no means represent the governing majority of Tibetans 
and Uighurs as Tibet and Xinjiang are inseparable parts of China’s territory and the Government will not 
allow any attempt to split China to succeed. 

103. China protects citizen’s right to freedom of assembly, association, procession and demonstration 
in accordance with law and citizens can apply for processions and demonstration in accordance with laws 
on processions and demonstrations.  Demonstrations and processions not approved are usually handled by 
government through dialogue and persuasion. 400,000 NGOs are registered in China and there are 
millions of NGOs which do not required registering by law. 

104. The law on protection of state secrets has clear provisions on the definition of state secrets. In 
case of contention on this matter, organs for the protection of secrets above the provincial level can make 
a determination. There is no such a thing as law enforcement organs abusing state secrets to suppress 
human rights defenders. 

105. On the matter of religious beliefs the delegation noted that China has over 100 million believers, 
including more than 21 million Muslims, 16 million Christians, 5.5 million Catholics, with 300,000 
clergy men for various religions and 3,000 religious bodies, 100,000 places of worship. China prohibits 
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speeches and acts which instigate religious hatred and discrimination. In accordance with regulations on 
registration of social organisations, all social organisations should register with bodies of civil affairs, 
including religious organisations. But the registration requirements are minimum. The “family 
gatherings” of Christians are not required to be registered.  

106. In August 2005, China revised the law on protection of women’s rights. To facilitate women’s 
participation in the management and decision-making of state and national affairs, the Government has 
raised awareness on gender equality among the public and set the ratio of female officials on different 
levels of government. Currently, women account for over 20 per cent of deputies of the National People’s 
Congress. The law on employment promotion provides for equal rights of men and women towards 
employment, and prohibits gender based discrimination. The Law on Rural Land Contracts lays special 
emphasis on equal land rights for married, divorced or widowed women. The Marriage Law prohibits 
domestic violence. The Law on the Protection of Rights and Interests of Women specifies the scope of 
responsibilities of relevant organs to combat domestic violence and rescue victims. In China, a total 
number of more than 400 protection and rescue centres for women have been established. 2008-2012 
action plan against trafficking women and children was designed and a joint inter-ministerial conference 
against human trafficking was set up to comprehensively deal with this matter. 

107. Concerning children rights, China formulated the law on the protection of minors, the law on 
compulsory education, the regulations on the prohibition of child labour and other relevant laws and 
regulations. China has completely implemented entirely free compulsory education. The government has 
strengthened regulations on children’s enrolment, drop out and withdrawal from school and established 
evaluation and monitoring systems for girls’ education. The state has set up special schools for minor 
offenders and juveniles that provide adolescents education on laws and ethics and arrange some labour 
activities, commensurate with their age. Concerning female offenders, who are pregnant or breast feeding 
children of their own aged below 1 year, they are not detained in prisons or detention centres. China’s 
laws strictly prohibit the employment of minors below 16 by any employers and clearly stipulate the 
administrative and criminal responsibilities for using child labour. The government severely punishes 
those who use child labour. 

108. A basic social security system is put in place comprising social insurance, social relief and social 
welfare giving priority to the people in the countryside and to vulnerable groups. Currently, 850 million 
peasants have joined the new collective medical security system and have been incorporated into the 
system of subsistence allowance. It is planned to put in place by 2020 a social security system which will 
cover all the inhabitants in China. The household registration system is undergoing reform and currently 
13 provinces including Hebei and Liaoning have started to reform their system by removing the division 
between agricultural households and non-agricultural households. 

109. China has put in place a proactive employment policy and trying to create opportunities for 
employment. In 2008, 769 million people were employed and registered unemployment rate in cities is 
about 4.2 per cent. China is trying to remove discrimination to ensure the equal treatment and 
employment for women, taking measures to assist disabled people and migrant workers to find jobs. 
Chinese law does not prohibit strikes. If a strike occurs, the local government will try to mediate between 
the trade unions, enterprises and striking workers to find a solution to the problem. The Chinese 
constitution and the trade union law provide that the workers are entitled to organize and join trade unions 
and carry out activities entirely free. 

110. China has put in place a minor compulsory educational system thus achieving ahead of the 
schedule targets in MDG on universal primary education.  It started amending the law and in process of 
drafting a mid-term and long-term educational reform programme for 2020. Study subsidies, scholarships 
and other means of financial help are available to help students with economic difficulties, including 
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special assistance funds for the education of ethnic minorities. From 2003 to 2007, the national fiscal 
expense on education has increased by 18.85 per cent annually, and increased by 30.43 per cent in 2007.  

111. In the preparation of the national report nearly 20 NGOs were invited to provide material and 
information, meetings for NGOs and academia were organised to discuss the content of the report, and 
views from the public and the grassroots’ organisations were solicited on the internet.  

112. Concerning the illegal immigrants and protection of refugees and the policies practiced the 
delegation noted that China has acceded to the 1951 Convention on the Status of Refugees and its 
Additional Protocol. It followed the principle of non-refoulement in accordance with the convention. 
Since 1978, China has provided effective refuge for 300,000 refugees from Indochina. China is working 
on refugee legislation which will clarify further the screening procedures for refugees. Some people who 
illegally entered China because of economic reasons are not “refugees”, but illegal immigrants. With 
regard to illegal immigrants, China has always handled properly specific cases.  

113. The delegation thanked for a highly constructive dialogue. It appreciated that many countries 
spoke positively of China’s efforts and achievements made in the field of human rights, and that they 
also showed their understanding of the difficulties and challenges confronting China. China also 
noted with regret that there were a few countries like Australia, which made some ill-founded 
comments on Tibet. China categorically rejects this attempt to politicise the issue. The Chinese 
Government is firmly committed to promotion and protection of human rights and looks forward to 
enhance cooperation and exchanges with all countries on the basis of equality and mutual respect to 
advance the cause of human rights. 
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  أو التوصيات/ الاستنتاجات و-  ثانياً
  : تؤيد التوصيات المدرجة أدناه وهي ،أثناء الحوار التفاعليصيغت درست الصين التوصيات التي   - ١١٤

الظروف المؤاتية للتصديق المبكر على العهد الدولي الخاص بـالحقوق المدنيـة والـسياسية              تهيئة    - ١
إجراء إصلاحات تشريعية   لواقع الوطني، المضي قُدماً في      يمليها ا وفقاً للمقتضيات التي    و؛  )السويد(

، في أسرع وقت ممكن، على العهد الدولي تهيئة الظروف المؤاتية للتصديقوقضائية وإدارية وكذلك  
تـصديق  /نظر في التصديق  ال/وتحليل إمكانية التصديق  ؛  )الجزائر(الخاص بالحقوق المدنية والسياسية     

   ؛)الأرجنتين والبرازيل والنمسا(قوق المدنية والسياسية العهد الدولي الخاص بالحعلى 
الإصلاحات القانونية والقـضائية،    إطار  ؛ في   )مانعُ(الإنسان  لتعزيز حقوق   : مواصلة جهودها   - ٢

، وتحقيق الديمقراطية يسوده الوئاموالتنمية الاقتصادية وغيرها من المجالات بهدف النهوض بمجتمع 
  ؛)فييت نام(الإنسان ق وتعزيز حقووسيادة القانون 

نوعية حياة شعبها من خلال التمتع بالحقوق الاقتصادية والاجتماعية والثقافيـة           تحسين  مواصلة    - ٣
  ؛)نيكاراغوا(وعملاً بالمعايير الدولية 

مواصلة جهودها الوطنية المبذولة لتعزيز وحماية حقوق الإنسان بما في ذلك في مجال تعزيز هيكلها   - ٤
  ؛)مصر(لإنسان الوطني لحقوق ا

 ٢٠١٠- ٢٠٠٩خطة عملها الوطنية لحقوق الإنسان للفترة       أسرع وقت ممكن بنشر وتنفيذ      في  البدء    - ٥
  ومـن ثم تنفيـذها     لهذه الخطة ونشرها    القيام في موعد مبكر بوضع الصيغة النهائية        ). الجزائر(

  ؛)سنغافورة( بسرعة
والمؤسـسات  ني، والمنظمات غير الحكوميـة      بشكل إيجابي مع المجتمع المد    العمل  النظر في تعزيز      - ٦

  ؛)ماليزيا(تعزيز وحماية حقوق الإنسان والحريات الأساسية لشعبها الأكاديمية بهدف 
؛ مواصلة توفير وتحسين برامج التدريب في )الأردن(بحقوق الإنسان العامة تكثيف حملات التوعية   - ٧

الإمارات (والعاملين في الجهاز القضائي      لقضاةل؛  )الأردن(مجال حقوق الإنسان للهيئة القضائية      
وتثقيـف وتـدريب    ؛  )الأردن(وللموظفين المكلفين بإنفاذ القانون والمحامين      ،  )العربية المتحدة 

  ؛)ألمانيا(والإشراف عليهم موظفي السجون 
إنفـاذ  مع المجتمع الدولي لتبادل أفضل الممارسات والتعاون بشأن الإشراف على           العمل  تكثيف    - ٨

المساهمة في عملياتها الهادفة إلى إصلاح النظام القضائي علـى أسـاس            ون والتدريب بهدف    القان
  ؛)جنوب أفريقيا(المساواة والاحترام المتبادل 

البلد عنيين بالحقوق الاقتصادية والاجتماعية لزيارة المخرين الآاصين الخقررين المتوجيه الدعوة إلى   - ٩
  ؛)المملكة العربية السعودية(

الإجراءات في إطار   مع المكلفين بولايات    والعمل  ؛  )لاتفيا(التعاون مع الإجراءات الخاصة     زيز  تع  - ١٠
  ؛)نيوزيلندا( حقوق الإنسانفي مجال الخاصة لمجلس حقوق الإنسان للتصدي للتحديات 
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قيـام  تيـسير   و؛  )لالبرازي( التعاون مع مفوضية الأمم المتحدة السامية لحقوق الإنسان          ةمواصل  - ١١
  ؛)كندا(في وقت مبكر بزيارة إلى البلد وضة السامية لحقوق الإنسان المف

  تجديد مذكرة التفاهم بغية تكثيف المساعدة التقنية والخدمات الاستـشارية في مجـال حقـوق                 - ١٢
  ؛)النمسا(الإنسان 

  ماية حقوق الطفل من خلال وضـع خطـط وطنيـة للتنميـة الاقتـصادية               الاهتمام بح زيادة    - ١٣
  ؛)قطر(ة والاجتماعي

زيادة تعزيز مركز المرأة والقيام بصورة تدريجية بالتخلص من بعـض           إلى  مواصلة الجهود الرامية      - ١٤
  الـتي  مارسـات  بعض الم، على الأرجح، دة في المناطق الريفية التي ترسخ المفاهيم التقليدية السائ  

  ؛)موزامبيق(المساواة بين الجنسين تحقيق لا تزال تعترض سبيل التقدم في 
في الحياة الاجتماعيـة    مساهمتهم  مواصلة الجهود المبذولة لدعم الأشخاص ذوي الإعاقة وضمان           - ١٥

  ؛)اليمن(فاعلين بوصفهم شركاء 
والأسـر المحرومـة    تمعات الريفية ومناطق الأقليات     المجاد مزيد من التدابير لضمان وصول       اعتم  - ١٦

  وغيرها مـن خـدمات     الصحة والتعليم   خدمات  داخلياً وصولاً شاملاً إلى     النازحين  والسكان  
  ؛)نيوزيلندا(الرفاه 

فرص العمـل في المنـاطق   إتاحة اعتماد تدابير خاصة في سياق الأزمة المالية الدولية بغية ضمان     - ١٧
  ؛)المغرب(الريفية 

بما يتناسـب مـع     خدمات الدعم   توفير  وناء نظام سليم للضمان الاجتماعي      مواصلة السعي لب    - ١٨
  ؛)الفلبين( فيها ةي والاقتصادةالاجتماعيالتنمية ية وكذلك مع مستوى الظروف الوطن

تعزيز جهودها لتخفيف حدة الفقر بغية مواصلة الحد من عدد الأشخاص الذين يعيشون في ظل                 - ١٩
  ؛)زمبابوي(ة تنفيذ برامجها للحد من الفقر مواصلو؛ )بوتان(الفقر 

ة في مجال الصحة، بما في ذلك إتاحـة         الأساسييتها  بنتكثيف جهودها للقضاء على الفقر، وتحسين         - ٢٠
والمسنّين مثل النساء والأطفال الضعيفة  سيما وصول المجموعات     الوصول إلى الخدمات الصحية ولا    

  ؛)جنوب أفريقيا( وتعزيز مشاركة المجتمع المدني ،والأشخاص ذوي الإعاقة والأقليات الإثنية
لجميع المرضى التمتع بخـدمات الرعايـة الـصحية         تيح  يمواصلة جهودها لضمان الرفاه الذي        - ٢١

  ؛)البحرين(الأساسية 
التعليم والتصدي لأوجه الاختلال في التعليم بين       النهوض ب مواصلة تعزيز السياسات الرامية إلى        - ٢٢

  ؛)أنغولا(المناطق الحضرية والريفية وفيما بين المناطق 
 والمنـسقة والدائمـة     ةتنمية لضمان التنمية الـشامل    مواصلة تنفيذ مفهوم النظرة العلمية إزاء ال        - ٢٣

  الديمقراطيـة وسـيادة القـانون والمـساواة        يسوده الوئام ويقوم علـى      ومواصلة بناء مجتمع    
  ؛)الجزائر(والعدالة 
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ويسوده الوئام  للجميع  شامل  في مجتمع   محور عملية التنمية    مواصلة التركيز على الإنسان بوصفه        - ٢٤
  ؛)الأردن(النهوض بالحقوق الاقتصادية والاجتماعية والثقافية تعزيز إلى لكي يؤدي هذا النهج 

البلـد  حقوق الإنسان بشكل ينسجم مع خـصائص        وإعمال  طرق لتنمية   استكشاف  مواصلة    - ٢٥
  ؛)الجزائر(واحتياجات المجتمع الصيني وواقعه 

ة، بهدف دعم التنمية الاقتـصادية      الأزمة المالي ظروف  ظل   في   ،مواصلة استثمار الموارد المالية والمادية      - ٢٦
  ؛ )تحاد الروسيالا(ذاتياً بشكل خاص المستقلة التّبت في منطقة  ككل ووالاجتماعية في البلد

القائمة في التنمية الاقتصادية والاجتماعية بين المناطق الريفية والحضرية وفيما بـين            الفجوة  سد    - ٢٧
  ؛)بوتان(المناطق 

 البلدان النامية الأخرى فيما يتعلق ببرامج وإستراتيجيات الحد مـن           مع تقاسم أفضل الممارسات    - ٢٨
بتعزيز تقاسم خبرتها مع المجتمع الدولي فيما يتعلق و؛ )الفلبين(في المناطق الريفية  سيما  الفقر، ولا 

تقاسم خبراتها وأفضل الممارسات مع البلدان النامية و؛ )فييت نام(في التنمية والحد من الفقر الحق 
  ؛)ماليزيا(تحسين مستويات المعيشة ن الفقر وفي مجال الحد مرى الأخ

مواصلة سياساتها في مجال التعاون الدولي بغية مساعدة البلدان الأخرى في الجهود الـتي تبـذلها            - ٢٩
  ؛)أنغولا(لإعمال الحق في التنمية 

م بتوقيـع عقوبـة     على ضوء واقعها الوطني، مواصلة تنفيذ سياستها المتمثلة في التحكم الصار            - ٣٠
  ؛ )مصر(الإعدام وتنفيذها 

وتبصّر من أجل إصلاح نظام إعادة التثقيف من خلال العمـل، وفقـاً لواقعهـا    العمل بنشاط     - ٣١
  ؛)السودان(الأمور كلها وفقاً لنظامها الوطني، بحيث تسير 

 ـ  ضمان تنفيذ التشريع المتعلق بتدابير الإصلاح القضائي الستين المحـدد           - ٣٢  ٢٠٠٨ة عـام    ة في نهاي
  ؛)هولندا(إصلاح النظام القضائي عملية سيادة القانون وتعميق إرساء مواصلة و؛ )ندونيسياإ(

علام الصينية للغة الإنكليزية وغيرها من اللغات       الإمواصلة دعم وتشجيع زيادة استخدام وسائل         - ٣٣
تغطية الصين تغطيـة    أفضل، بما في ذلك     فهماً  الأجنبية لمساعدة العالم الخارجي على فهم الصين        

لسوء فهم متعمّد وفاضح من في أحيان كثيرة، بلد يتعرض، الصين باعتبار أن موضوعية، إعلامية 
  ؛ )زمبابوي(وسائل الإعلام الدولية قِبل بعض 

، على أساس الامتثال الصارم للقانون، في تجنب الإفلات من العقاب الذي يحظى بـه             الاستمرار  - ٣٤
مدافعون عن حقوق الإنسان والذين يتمثل غرضـهم في  نفسهم بأنهم الأشخاص الذين يصفون أ   

  ؛ )كوبا (الهجوم على مصالح دولة الصين وشعبها
مواصلة جهودها لتعزيز وحماية حقوق الإنسان وكذلك المصالح المشروعة للمنظمات والأفـراد              - ٣٥

  ؛ )كوبا(العاملين بإخلاص لمناصرة حقوق الإنسان للشعب الصيني 
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على تحرّض  ت للتأكد من منع البرامج التي       الإنترن ضمان حرية التعبير، تعزيز إدارة شبكة        في ظل   - ٣٦
الإلكترونيـة  ومن حظر أو تقييد المواقع      العنصرية أو تشويه صورة الأديان،      الحروب والكراهية   

  ؛)جمهورية إيران الإسلامية(التي تتضمن مواد إباحية ضارة بالأطفال والقُصَّر 
فيهـا  ودها لزيادة ضمان تمتع الأقليات الإثنية بالمجموعة الكاملة لحقوق الإنسان بما            مواصلة جه   - ٣٧

  ؛)اليابان(الحقوق الثقافية 
 اثني إقليميذاتي بين دولة قوية واستقلال فيما يتعلق بالجمع على نطاق أوسع إتاحة خبرتها للعالم   - ٣٨

  ؛)سري لانكا(
لواقعهما وفقاً  العمل  اص وإقليم ماكاو الإداري الخاص      إقليم هونغ كونغ الإداري الخ    أن يواصل     - ٣٩

  ؛)بنن(لمواطنيهما عملاً بقوانينهما قوق الحوصون مختلف 
في مجال تنفيذ مفهوم النظرة العلمية      بالأمر  الحميدة مع البلدان النامية المهتمة      الممارسات  تقاسم    - ٤٠

  ؛)الجزائر(إزاء التنمية 
خبرتها في مجال الثـورة الاقتـصادية والتحـديث وتلبيـة            دولية   أن تتيح لبقية العالم وبلغات      - ٤١

  ؛)سري لانكا (لأعداد هائلة من سكان الأريافالاحتياجات المادية 
أهداف الحد من الفقر المنصوص عليهـا في  ببلوغ تقاسم الممارسات الحميدة التي سمحت للصين    - ٤٢

  .)أنغولا(أهداف الأمم المتحدة الإنمائية للألفية 

  : وقد أحيط علماً بالتوصيات التالية التي أشارت الصين إلى أنها تتعلق بتدابير يجري تنفيذها أو تم تنفيذها بالفعل  - ١١٥

ارتكبوها، في سجون تستوفي معايير     بغض النظر عن الجرائم التي      ،  ضمان احتجاز جميع السجناء     - ١
  ؛)ألمانيا(معاملة حسنة لائقة ويعاملون فيها 

  ؛)فنلندا(ياسة شاملة لمكافحة عمل الأطفال وضع واعتماد س  - ٢
الاجتماعية والـسياسية للأقليـات الإثنيـة        - تعزيز حماية الحقوق الدينية والمدنية والاقتصادية         - ٣

بممارسة حقوق الإنسان الخاصة بها ممارسة عملاً بالدستور، السماح للأقليات الإثنية و؛ )أستراليا(
ذه القضايا  ومعالجة ه (عملية صنع القرار؛     في   ان مشاركته وصون هويتها الثقافية وضما   كاملة،  

  ).النمسا) (في خطة العمل الوطنية

وستدرج ردود الـصين    .  الوقت المناسب   في التوصيات الواردة أدناه وستقدم ردودها في       الصينوستنظر    - ١١٦
  : دورته الحادية عشرةعلى هذه التوصيات في التقرير المتعلق بالنتائج الذي سيعتمده مجلس حقوق الإنسان في

وصـف قـانوني   إدراج تقييم إمكانية )/البرتغال(في قانونها الوطني للتمييز إدراج تعريف قانوني    - ١
  ؛)الأرجنتين(للتمييز يراعي المعايير القانونية الدولية في هذا المجال 

  ؛)أستراليا وكندا(عليها بعقوبة الإعدام يعاقب الحد من عدد الجرائم التي   - ٢
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  ؛)البرازيل(اعتماد تشريع محدد بشأن العنف المترلي   - ٣
  ).النمسا(متابعة هذا الاستعراض الدوري الشامل   - ٤

، )ز( و )و( و )ه( و )د(و) ج(و) ب(٢٧ اتالتوصيات المسجلة في التقرير في الفقـر      بتأييد الصين   لم تحظ   و  - ١١٧
 )ز( و)و( و)ه( و )ب( و )أ(٤٣و ٤٢ و ٣٨ و ٣١، و )ج( و )ب(٣٠، و )ح( و )ز( و )و( و )ه( و )د( و )ج( و )أ(٢٨و
 )ب(٨٦، و)ب(٨٥، و)أ(٨٤، و)ز( و )ه( و )د( و )ج( و )أ(٨٣، و ٨٢، و )ب(٨١، و )ج( و )أ(٧٩، و ٥٦، و )ح(و
  .٩٧ و٩٦، و)د( و)ج( و)ب(٩٥، و)ح( و)ز( و)و( و)ه( و)د( و)ج( و)ب(٩٢، و)ه(و

  لهـا  المقدمـة  ) الدول( الدولة التقرير تعكس موقفهذا أو التوصيات الواردة في   /وجميع الاستنتاجات و    - ١١٨
أو التوصيات على أنها تحظى بتأييد الفريق /تفسير هذه الاستنتاجات وولا يجوز . موضوع الاستعراضأو الدولة /و

  . العام ككل
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