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Notes 

1  Unless indicated otherwise, the status of ratifications of instruments listed below may be found in Multilateral 

Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General: Status as at 31 December 2006, ST/LEG/SER.E.25; complemented 

by the official website of the United Nations Treaty Collection database, Office of Legal Affairs, 

http://untreaty.un.org/. 

2  The following abbreviations have been used for this document: 

ICERD International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 

ICESCR International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

ICCPR International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

ICCPR-OP 1 Optional Protocol to ICCPR 

ICCPR-OP 2 Second Optional Protocol to ICCPR, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty 

CEDAW Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 

OP-CEDAW Optional Protocol to CEDAW 

CAT  Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 

Punishment 

OP-CAT Optional Protocol to CAT 

CRC Convention on the Rights of the Child 

OP-CRC-AC Optional Protocol to CRC on the involvement of children in armed conflict 

OP-CRC-SC Optional Protocol to CRC on the sale of children, child prostitution and child 

pornography 
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ICRMW International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and 

Members of Their Families 

CPD Convention on the Protection of Persons with Disabilities 

OP-CPD Optional Protocol to Convention on the Protection of Persons with Disabilities 

CED  Convention on the Protection of Persons from Enforced Disappearance 

3  Declaration: “The Government of the Republic of Benin declares that the minimum age at which it permits the 

recruitment of volunteers into the armed forces and the national gendarmerie is eighteen (18) years (cf. article 13 of 

Act No. 63-5 of 30 May 1963 on recruitment in the Republic of Benin). The Government of the Republic of Benin 

also indicates the safeguards that it has adopted to ensure that such recruitment is in no event forced or coerced: (a) 

The process of recruitment into the Beninese Armed Forces and the national gendarmerie is initiated by an 

announcement in the national press and news media for young persons; (b) The recruitment file is composed, as 

appropriate, inter alia, of a birth certificate, a certificate of school attendance and/or a certificate of apprenticeship; 

(c) The induction of young persons takes place in public, at a sports ground or a similar location; (d) All recruits 

undergo a rigorous medical examination.” 

4  Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing 

the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime. 

5  1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol, 1954 Convention relating to the status 

of Stateless Persons and 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness. 

6  Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field 

(First Convention); Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked 

Members of Armed Forces at Sea (Second Convention); Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War 

(Third Convention); Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (Fourth Convention); 

Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of 

International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I); Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and 

relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol II); Protocol additional to the 

Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Adoption of an Additional Distinctive Emblem 

(Protocol III). For the official status of ratifications, see Federal Department of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland, at 

www.eda.admin.ch/eda/fr/home/topics/intla/intrea/chdep/warvic.html. 

7  International Labour Organization Convention No. 29 concerning Forced or Compulsory Labour; Convention 

No. 105 concerning the Abolition of Forced Labour, Convention No. 87 concerning Freedom of Association and 

Protection of the Right to Organize; Convention No. 98 concerning the Application of the Principles of the Right to 

Organize and to Bargain Collectively; Convention No. 100 concerning Equal Remuneration for Men and Women 

Workers for Work of Equal Value; Convention No. 111 concerning Discrimination in Respect of Employment and 

Occupation; Convention No. 138 concerning Minimum Age for Admission to Employment; Convention No. 182 

concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour. 

8  CEDAW, Committee, Concluding observations, (A/60/38), adopted on 22 July 2005, para. 144; CRC Committee, 

Concluding observations, (CRC/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 29 September 2006, para. 6; CAT Committee, 

Concluding observations, (CAT/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 22 November 2007, para. 4. 

9  CEDAW, Committee, Concluding observations, (A/60/38), adopted on 22 July 2005, para. 168. 

10  CESCR, Committee, Concluding observations, (E/C.12/Add.78), adopted on 15 May 2002, para. 5. 

11  CEDAW, Committee, Concluding observations, (A/60/38), adopted on 22 July 2005, para. 143. 
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12  Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations, (CCPR/CO/82/BEN), adopted on 2 November 2004, 

paras. 5-6. 

13  CAT Committee, Concluding observations, (CAT/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 22 November 2007, para. 4 

(unedited version). 

14  CRC, Committee, Concluding observations, (CRC/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 29 September 2006, para. 3. 

15  CRC, Committee, Concluding observations, (CRC/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 29 September 2006, para. 10. 

16  Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations, (CCPR/CO/82/BEN), adopted on 2 November 2004, 

para. 3. 

17  Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations, (CCPR/CO/82/BEN), adopted on 2 November 2004, 

para. 7. 

18  Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations, (CCPR/CO/82/BEN), adopted on 2 November 2004, 

para. 8. 

19  CAT Committee, Concluding observations, (CAT/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 22 November 2007, para. 20, 

(unedited version). 

20  CRC, Committee, Concluding observations, (CRC/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 29 September 2006, paras. 15-16. 

21  CRC, Committee, Concluding observations, (CRC/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 29 September 2006, paras. 11-12. 

22  CRC, Committee, Concluding observations, (CRC/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 29 September 2006, para. 14. 

23  Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations, (CCPR/CO/82/BEN), adopted on 2 November 2004, 

para. 25. 

24  The following abbreviations have been used for this document: 

CERD Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 

CESCR Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

HR Committee  Human Rights Committee 

CEDAW Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women 

CAT Committee against Torture  

CRC Committee on the Rights of the Child 

OP-CRC-AC Optional Protocol to CRC on the involvement of children in armed conflict 

OP-CRC-SC  Optional Protocol to CRC on the sale of children, child prostitution and child 

pornography 

25  The questionnaires included in this section are those which have been reflected in a report by a Special Procedure 

mandate holder. 

26 Special Rapporteur on the right to education (A/HRC/4/29): Questionnaire on the right to education of persons 

with disabilities Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to education, the right to education of persons with 

disabilities sent in 2006. 

 Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants (A/HRC/4/24): Questionnaire on the human rights of 

migrants on border control and measures to reduce/address irregular migration; expulsion; conditions for 

admission/stay; rights of migrants; and the protection of migrants sent on 8 and 9 September 2006. 
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 Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially in women and children (A/HRC/4/23): Questionnaire on 

Forced marriages in the context of trafficking in persons, especially women and children Report of the Special 

Rapporteur on the human rights aspects of the victims of trafficking in persons, especially women and children 

sent on 26 July 2006. 

 Special Representative on human rights defenders (E/CN.4/2006/95/Add.5): Questionnaire aimed at identifying 

the main areas of progress and the remaining challenges that need to be addressed in relation to the 

implementation of the Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society 

to Promote and Protect Universally Recognised Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms sent in June 2005. 

 Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people 

(A/HRC/6/15): Questionnaire on the human rights of indigenous peoples sent in August 2007. 

 Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially in women and children (E/CN.4/2006/62) and the Special 

Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (E/CN.4/2006/67): Joint 

questionnaire on demand for commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking and demand for sexual services 

deriving from exploitation sent on 25 and 26 July 2005. 

 Special Rapporteur on the right to education (E/CN.4/2006/45): Questionnaire on girls’ right to education sent 

in 2005. 

 Working Group on the use of mercenaries as a means of violating human rights (A/61/341): Questionnaire on 

Mercenaries sent in mid-November 2005. 

 Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (A/HRC/4/31): 

Questionnaire on the Sale of Children’s organs sent on July 2006. 

 Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (E/CN.4/2005/78): 

Questionnaire on Child pornography on the Internet sent on 30 July 2004. 

 Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (E/CN.4/2004/9): 

Questionnaire on the Prevention of child sexual exploitation sent on 29 July 2003. 

 Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and 

other business enterprise (A/HRC/4/35/Add.3): Questionnaire to identify policies and practices by which states 

regulate, adjudicate and otherwise influence corporate actions. 

27  Questionnaire sent jointly by the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons especially women and children 

(E/CN.4/2006/62, para. 24) and the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child 

pornography (E/CN.4/2006/67, para. 22), on demand for commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking and on 

demand for sexual services deriving from exploitation. 

28  CEDAW, Committee, Concluding observations, (A/60/38), adopted on 22 July 2005, paras. 145-144. 

29  CESCR, Committee, Concluding observations, (E/C.12/Add.78), adopted on 15 May 2002, para. 8. 

30  CEDAW, Committee, Concluding observations, (A/60/38), adopted on 22 July 2005, para. 147. 

31  Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations, (CCPR/CO/82/BEN), adopted on 2 November 2004, 

para. 10. 

32  CEDAW, Committee, Concluding observations, (A/60/38), adopted on 22 July 2005, para. 148. 

33  CRC, Committee, Concluding observations, (CRC/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 29 September 2006, paras. 49-50. 
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34  Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations, (CCPR/CO/82/BEN), adopted on 2 November 2004, 

para. 13. 

35  CAT Committee, Concluding observations, (CAT/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 22 November 2007, para. 19, 

(unedited version). 

36  CAT Committee, Concluding observations, (CAT/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 22 November 2007, para. 9, 

(unedited version). 

37  CAT Committee, Concluding observations, (CAT/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 22 November 2007, para. 7, 

(unedited version). 

38  CAT Committee, Concluding observations, (CAT/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 22 November 2007, para. 6, 

(unedited version). 

39  Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations, (CCPR/CO/82/BEN), adopted on 2 November 2004, 

para. 15. 

40  CAT Committee, Concluding observations, (CAT/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 22 November 2007, para. 21, 

(unedited version). 

41  Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations, (CCPR/CO/82/BEN), adopted on 2 November 2004, 

para. 15. 

42 CAT Committee, Concluding observations, (CAT/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 22 November 2007, para. 18, 

(unedited version). 

43  Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations, (CCPR/CO/82/BEN), adopted on 2 November 2004, 

para. 17. 

44  CAT Committee, Concluding observations, (CAT/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 22 November 2007, para. 22, 

(unedited version). 

45  CRC, Committee, Concluding observations, (CRC/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 29 September 2006, paras. 11-12. 

46  Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations, (CCPR/CO/82/BEN), adopted on 2 November 2004, 

para. 14. 

47  CRC, Committee, Concluding observations, (CRC/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 29 September 2006, para. 53. 

48  Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations, (CCPR/CO/82/BEN), adopted on 2 November 2004, para. 

11 and CESCR, Committee, Concluding observations, (E/C.12/Add.78), adopted on 15 May 2002, para. 12. 

49  CRC, Committee, Concluding observations, (CRC/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 29 September 2006, para. 54. 

50  CAT Committee, Concluding observations, (CAT/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 22 November 2007, para. 24, 

(unedited version). 

51  Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations, (CCPR/CO/82/BEN), adopted on 2 November 2004, 

para. 9. 

52  Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations, (CCPR/CO/82/BEN), adopted on 2 November 2004, 

para. 24. 

53  UNHCR submission to the UPR on Benin, p. 2, citing CCPR/CO/82/BEN, para. 24. 

54  CRC, Committee, Concluding observations, (CRC/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 29 September 2006, para. 71. 
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55  CESCR, Committee, Concluding observations, (E/C.12/Add.78), adopted on 15 May 2002, para. 18. 

56  UNICEF Submission to the UPR on Benin, p. 4. 

57  Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, A/HRC/4/31/Add.1, 

para. 25. 

58  Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, A/HRC/4/31/Add.1, 

para. 26. 

59  Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, A/HRC/4/31/Add.1, 

para. 27. 

60  Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, A/HRC/4/31/Add.1, 

para. 29. 

61  CRC, Committee, Concluding observations, (CRC/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 29 September 2006, paras. 73-74. 

62  CRC, Committee, Concluding observations, (CRC/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 29 September 2006, paras. 69-70. 

63  CRC, Committee, Concluding observations, (CRC/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 29 September 2006, paras. 46-47. 

64  CAT Committee, Concluding observations, (CAT/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 22 November 2007, para. 23, 

(unedited version). 

65  CRC, Committee, Concluding observations, (CRC/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 29 September 2006, paras. 39-41. 

66 CAT Committee, Concluding observations, (CAT/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 22 November 2007, paras. 12-13, 

(unedited version). 

67  Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations, (CCPR/CO/82/BEN), adopted on 2 November 2004, 

para. 18. 

68  CAT Committee, Concluding observations, (CAT/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 22 November 2007, para. 11, 

(unedited version). 

69  UNHCR submission to the UPR on Benin, p. 1, citing CAT/C/BEN/CO/2, para. 1. 

70 CAT Committee, Concluding observations, (CAT/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 22 November 2007, para. 15, 

(unedited version). 

71  Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations, (CCPR/CO/82/BEN), adopted on 2 November 2004, 

para. 16. 

72  CAT Committee, Concluding observations, (CAT/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 22 November 2007, para. 14, 

(unedited version). 

73  CRC, Committee, Concluding observations, (CRC/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 29 September 2006, paras. 75-76. 

74  Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations, (CCPR/CO/82/BEN), adopted on 2 November 2004, 

para. 20. 

75  Special Rapporteur on the right to freedom of opinion and expression, E/CN.4/2005/64/Add.1, paras. 102 

and 103. 

76 Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations, (CCPR/CO/82/BEN), adopted on 2 November 2004, 

para. 22. 
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77  Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations, (CCPR/CO/82/BEN), adopted on 2 November 2004, 

para. 23. 

78  CEDAW, Committee, Concluding observations, (A/60/38), adopted on 22 July 2005, para. 153-154. 

79  CESCR, Committee, Concluding observations, (E/C.12/Add.78), adopted on 15 May 2002, para. 15. 

80  CESCR, Committee, Concluding observations, (E/C.12/Add.78), adopted on 15 May 2002, para. 16. 

81  CESCR, Committee, Concluding observations, (E/C.12/Add.78), adopted on 15 May 2002, para. 7. 

82  CESCR, Committee, Concluding observations, (E/C.12/Add.78), adopted on 15 May 2002, para. 10. 

83  CESCR, Committee, Concluding observations, (E/C.12/Add.78), adopted on 15 May 2002, para. 14. 

84  CESCR, Committee, Concluding observations, (E/C.12/Add.78), adopted on 15 May 2002, para. 29. 

85  CESCR, Committee, Concluding observations, (E/C.12/Add.78), adopted on 15 May 2002, para. 33. 

86  CESCR, Committee, Concluding observations, (E/C.12/Add.78), adopted on 15 May 2002, para. 36. 

87  CRC, Committee, Concluding observations, (CRC/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 29 September 2006, paras. 59-60. 

88  CESCR, Committee, Concluding observations, (E/C.12/Add.78), adopted on 15 May 2002, paras. 21 and 22. 

89  CESCR, Committee, Concluding observations, (E/C.12/Add.78), adopted on 15 May 2002, paras. 21 and 22. 

90  CESCR, Committee, Concluding observations, (E/C.12/Add.78), adopted on 15 May 2002, para. 40. 

91  UN-HABITAT submission to the UPR on Benin, p. 2. 

92  CEDAW, Committee, Concluding observations, (A/60/38), adopted on 22 July 2005, paras. 157-158. 

93  CRC, Committee, Concluding observations, (CRC/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 29 September 2006, para. 55.  

94  CESCR, Committee, Concluding observations, (E/C.12/Add.78), adopted on 15 May 2002, paras. 23 and 24. 

95  CESCR, Committee, Concluding observations, (E/C.12/Add.78), adopted on 15 May 2002, para. 43. 

96  CRC, Committee, Concluding observations, (CRC/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 29 September 2006, paras. 51-52. 

97  UNICEF submission to the UPR on Benin, p. 2. 

98  FAO submission to the UPR on Benin, p. 1. 

99  CRC, Committee, Concluding observations, (CRC/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 29 September 2006, paras. 57-58. 

100  See the Stratégie de Coopération de l’OMS avec les Pays, Benin, 2004-2008, pp. 9-11 accessible at 

http://www.who.int/countryfocus/cooperation_strategy/ccs_ben_fr.pdf (accessed on 4 March 2008). 

101  CESCR, Committee, Concluding observations, (E/C.12/Add.78), adopted on 15 May 2002, paras. 19 and 38. 

102  CESCR, Committee, Concluding observations, (E/C.12/Add.78), adopted on 15 May 2002, para. 25 

103  CESCR, Committee, Concluding observations, (E/C.12/Add.78), adopted on 15 May 2002, para. 26 

104  CESCR, Committee, Concluding observations, (E/C.12/Add.78), adopted on 15 May 2002, para. 44. 

105  CESCR, Committee, Concluding observations, (E/C.12/Add.78), adopted on 15 May 2002, para. 45. 

106  CEDAW, Committee, Concluding observations, (A/60/38), adopted on 22 July 2005, paras. 155-156. 

107  CRC, Committee, Concluding observations, (CRC/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 29 September 2006, paras. 61-62. 
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108  UNICEF submission to the UPR on Benin p. 2. 

109  UNHCR submission to the UPR on Benin, p. 1, citing CRC/C/BEN/CO/2, paras. 65-66. 

110  CRC, Committee, Concluding observations, (CRC/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 29 September 2006, paras. 65-67. 

111  UNHCR, Global Appeal Report, Geneva, 2006, p. 170.

112  Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations, (CCPR/CO/82/BEN), adopted on 2 November 2004, 

para. 12. 

113  Special Rapporteur on the right to education, E/CN.4/2005/50, para. 76. 

114 Special Rapporteur on the right to education, E/CN.4/2004/45, Table 1, p. 11. 

115  Special Rapporteur on the right to education, E/CN.4/2006/45, para. 62. 

116  UNICEF submission UPR on Benin, pp. 3-4. 

117  CRC, Committee, Concluding observations, (CRC/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 29 September 2006, para. 3. 

118  UNICEF, State of the World’s Children Report 2006, New York, 2005, pp. 54-55. 

119  CAT Committee, Concluding observations, (CAT/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 22 November 2007, para. 5, 

(unedited version). 

120  UNICEF submission to the UPR on Benin, p. 2. 

121  Human Rights Committee, Concluding observations, (CCPR/CO/82/BEN), adopted on 2 November 2004, 

para. 27. 

122  CAT Committee, Concluding observations, (CAT/C/BEN/CO/2), adopted on 22 November 2007, para. 33, 

(unedited version). 

123  CEDAW, Committee, Concluding observations, (A/60/38), adopted on 22 July 2005, para. 163. 

124  United Nations Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF) - Benin 2004-2008, p. 3. (French) available at: 

http://www.undg.org/archive_docs/1822-Benin_UNDAF__2004-2008__-_Benin_2004-2008.doc, p. 8. 

125  See UPR Submissions. 
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