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Mr. President, distinguished members of the delegation,

An issue of serious concern raised by many States during the UPR of Burundi, and reflected in paragraph 81,
recommendations 4 and 5 of the Working Group report, relates to the proposed criminalization of consensual
homosexual conduct, in the revision of Burundi’s criminal code. Such provisions, if adopted, would be 3
violation of established international human rights law and a major blow to public health.

We welcome recent steps by Burundian legislators to integrate fundamental human rights norms into the
country’s criminal code, in particular the abolition of the death penalty. On February 17, the Senate also

a provision that mimics old colonial laws that served the colonizers as instruments of surveillance and
repression. As the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Ms. Pillay, stated in December, 2008:

There remain all too many countries which continue to criminalize sexual relations between
consenting adults of the same sex in defiance of established human rights law. Ironically, many of

The law would also violate the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights and the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), to which Burundi is a party.

We therefore urge the National Assembly, and the President of Burundi should the provision reach his desk
intact, to act in accordance with Burundi's legal obligations under international human rights law by rejecting
Article 522 of the draft criminal code.




