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I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
1. As we submit this report, thousands are on the streets in Sri Lanka protesting the current political and 
economic crisis. President Gotabaya Rajapaksa declared on July 9 that he would resign on July 13 but he did 
not and instead fled Sri Lanka). Prime Minister Ranil Wickremasinghe, a long-time Rajapaksa ally who had also 
pledged to resign on July 9 due to protests is now Acting President. Protestors are being met with tear gas, 
water cannons and threats; reports are that over 75 people have been injured and at least one protestor has 
died. The most recent reports are that a new president will be appointed on July 20 by a Parliament dominated 
by the Rajapaksa family, who have controlled the government for decades. 
 
2. Sri Lanka is in the midst of a humanitarian disaster brought on by an increasingly authoritarian government 
that had entrenched decades of corrupt, repressive leadership from the top levels of power to local levels where 
officials use thuggery, nepotism and bribery (especially sexual bribery). Sri Lankan citizens are facing extreme 
hardships and lack of access to jobs, food and water, fuel, medicine, and other essential goods. Officials with 
allegations of corruption and human rights abuses receive promotions and pardons rather than investigations 
and punishment; victims are denied remedy.   
 
3. Sri Lanka faces an enormous opportunity to reverse decades of human rights abuses, many linked to 
political and economic corruption and laws and structures that exacerbate abuse.  The international community 
must provide support, especially to the most vulnerable in impacted communities. This includes immediate and 
sustained assistance directly to the people. The current crisis cannot be met with austerity measures and the 
continuation of corrupt policies that worsen inequality and other violations of civil, political and economic 
rights. Sri Lankan governance structures must be strengthened to support democratic forces working for human 
rights and in any assistance given to Sri Lanka, the international community must recognize the trust deficit of 
the people towards the government, especially the President.  

 
4. This report details aspects of the Sri Lankan Government’s mismanagement, concentration of executive 
power and rampant corruption.  It provides examples of Sri Lankan civil society advocacy that should be 
supported to build democracy, transparency, accountability and respect for human rights.   

 II. THEME A41: CONSTITUTIONAL AND LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK 

 
5. During the Third Cycle, the Government made a voluntary pledge to “Ensure that the ongoing 
constitutional reform process is inclusive, and takes into account fundamental principles of equality and non-
discrimination, separation of powers, checks and balances, and the independence of the judiciary.”1 The 
Government supported recommendations on constitutional reform for the protection of human rights,2 to 
continue the process of democratic consolidation to promote the rule of law in the country,3 and on migrant 
workers, and noted recommendations on the separation of powers and checks and balances4, and on equal 
protection.5  These recommendations have not yet been implemented.  

 
6. Rather than moving forward on the pledges and recommendations made in the previous UPR cycle, the 
Government has imposed states of public emergency, and engaged in financial mismanagement, corruption, 
and poor governance, further exacerbating a political and economic crisis. 

A.  Consolidation of Executive Presidency and the Current Crisis 

7. Since 2019, government power has been consolidated in the Rajapaksa family, when President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa appointed his brother, former Sri Lankan president Mahinda Rajapaksa, as Prime Minister and his 
brother Basil Rajapaksa as Finance Minister.6 The Government has targeted human rights defenders, journalists, 
and those seeking to investigate and prosecute violations during the 26-year civil war that ended in 2009 as well 
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as subsequent human rights violations. Rather than carefully vet new appointees, the Rajapaksa administration 
has appointed persons accused of war crimes to official positions and pledged immunity to those accused. 
 
8. Sri Lanka is facing its worst economic crisis since independence. Citizens protested against the Government 
for its mismanagement of the economy, which has resulted in high unemployment, skyrocketing prices and 
shortages of food, medicine, fuel, and other essential goods.7 During recent youth protests against the president, 
the state media and government members initially called the protesters “extremists”8 and violence has escalated 
in response to peaceful protests.9 In April and May 2022, President Rajapaksa announced three different states 
of public emergency.10 The emergency measures gave the president excessive powers to broadly change or 
suspend existing laws, use force, and violate citizens’ human rights, including allowing the Government officials 
including the military to shoot civilians “on sight”, detain civilians for 24 hours prior to arresting them, torture 
and mistreat detainees, and  search and seize private property without warrant.11  

 
9. The former Prime Minister, Mahinda Rajapaksa, resigned on Monday, May 9 and on June 9, Finance 
Minister Basil Rajapaksa resigned, in response to the escalating anti-government protests, during which at least 
ten people were killed, over two hundred were injured, and over six hundred were arrested to date.12 President 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa refused to resign, instead bringing in a new prime minister in an effort to create a new 
“unity government.”13 Ranil Wickremesinghe, the leader of the United National Party (UNP) opposition party, 
was sworn in as the new prime minister on May 12.14  That government faced difficulties in filling its Cabinet; 
it wanted all party members to join and form a coalition government.  Except for two members of the main 
opposition party, Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB), who declared themselves independent and took ministerial 
positions, the rest of the cabinet ministers are once again from the majority Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna 
(SLPP) party and its allies, especially the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP).15  
 
10. The economy continued to worsen including depleting petrol stocks, foreign reserves, medicines and other 
essential supplies. On July 9, protests continued as did government repression; peaceful protestors and 
journalists were among scores if not hundreds who were injured. On July 9, President Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
stated he would resign on July 13, but instead fled the country.  PM Wickremesinghe also announced on July 9 
that he would step down but on July 13, President Rajapaksa appointed him Acting President. The future is 
uncertain about Wickremesinghe’s intentions and many other Rajapaksa allies also remain in control of the 
country. The formal procedure is that if the President and Prime Minister both step down, the Speaker of the 
Parliament must convene Parliament within 30 days to select a president.  The Speaker of Parliament is a close 
ally of the Rajapaksa brothers and PM/Acting President Wickremesinghe is reported to aspire to the presidency. 

 
11. Constitutional reform measures were promised by the previous Government as part of a power-sharing 
deal and were seen by the Tamil National Alliance (TNA) as guaranteeing non-recurrence of human rights 
violations, but these efforts have likewise been abandoned. There have also been rollbacks of measures to 
ensure checks and balances and independent commissions guaranteed in the Constitution. President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa and his government enacted a Constitutional Amendment, known as the 20th Amendment.16 The 
primary purpose and effect of the 20th Amendment was to consolidate many powers in the Executive 
President, upsetting the balance of power with the other two branches.17 For example, the 20th Amendment 
extended the President’s power over the Prime Minister, Cabinet and Parliament.18 Similarly, the amendment 
modified the law-making process, reducing the time a bill had to remain in the public domain before the 
President could table it.19 

 
12.   Intimidation and attacks against MPs also became particularly acute during the period of 2019-2021, 
between the 2019 presidential election of Gotabaya Rajapaksa, the 2020 Parliamentary elections, and the vote 
on the 20th Amendment. Sri Lanka has multiple political parties and to govern, it is often necessary for parties 
to join together to form a majority.20 Our research, included in more detail in the Annex, has found disturbing 
reports that detention, harassment, and attacks against MPs from 2019 to 2021, influenced the formation of a 
majority coalition with the SLPP, led by brothers Gotabaya and Mahinda Rajapaksa and the successful passage 
of the 20th Amendment by a two-thirds vote.21  
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13. PM Wickremesinghe promised to repeal the 20th Amendment,22 but it is unclear whether a 21st 
Amendment will be enacted and restore the 19th Amendment (that safeguarded the independence of the 
judiciary and commissions and had a constitutional council to limit the president from single-handedly taking 
decisions; the 19th Amendment also had a clause that the president cannot hold a ministerial portfolio). Two 
versions of the 21st  amendment were presented to the Parliament in April 2022. The first, presented by the 
SJB political party, takes significant power away from the president, while granting more power to the Prime 
Minister and Parliament. Conversely, the second version presented by a 41-member MP group, seeks to 
strengthen the Executive Presidency and bring back executive powers that were curtailed by the 19th 
Amendment.23  

 
14. President Gotabaya Rajapaksa brought increasingly more government institutions under his control. There 
has also been a growing lack of independence of the judiciary as court decisions are swayed by the President 
who has the power to impeach Chief Justices.24 Several articles within Sri Lanka’s Constitution combined with 
recent court decisions have also contributed to the concept of the Executive Presidency and the President’s 
immunity.25  

 
B. Corruption 

 
15. Corruption has long contributed to the weakening of public accountability and transparency, further eroded 
public trust in the Government, and made public services and goods both less accessible and less available. 
Public officials have misappropriated public funds, evaded taxes, and hidden assets abroad. State enterprises 
have been misused for private profit. President Gotabaya Rajapaksa  introduced tax cuts to benefit wealthy 
businesses and a select few people by encouraging tax evasion and money laundering, as well as high import 
taxes on essential items like milk powder.26 
 
16.  President Gotabaya Rajapaksa established the Presidential Commission of Inquiry into allegations of 
Political Victimization in January 2020.27 The Commission was created to investigate claims of what it 
identified as “political victimization” that may have taken place from January 8, 2015, to November 16, 201928 
and presented its report to President Rajapaksa December 8, 2020.29 The Commission interfered with law 
enforcement and the independence of the judiciary, it threatened the separation of powers, and included 
instances of clear corruption as many of the discontinued cases looked into the misuse of authority, of public 
funds, and of public property.30  
 
17. Former Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa tabled a resolution in Parliament on the 9th of April 2021 
seeking approval to implement the recommendations of the Commission of Inquiry.31 Several officials filed 
petitions to stop the recommendations from being implemented.32 The Commission took retaliatory measures, 
recommending that legal action be brought against people bringing complaints, including police officers, former 
commanders of the military, members of parliament, former ministers and deputy ministers and prosecutors 
attached to the Attorney General’s Department.33 The Commission has been especially hostile to the Bribery 
Commission and police investigators tasked with prosecuting high-level individuals responsible for serious 
human rights abuses committed under Mahinda Rajapaksa’s government, including the Attorney General for 
high profile criminal cases.34 Additional details are provided in Annex II.   

 
18. Bribery. Allegations of officials engaging in bribery have also been rampant. Sexual bribery, particularly of 
widows or divorcees, remains a problem, and the primary legal tool used to combat the issue, the Bribery Act, 
contains vague language, does not address actions by non-state actors, and is rarely and inconsistently 
enforced.35 On October 11, 2019, in a landmark case, the Sri Lankan Court of Appeals acquitted four soldiers 
who were convicted and sentenced for gang rape of a Tamil woman in 2015.36 Due to the threat to the victim’s 
life since her rapists were released, she left the country in November 2019.37 In an April 2018 report, the Law 
and Trust Society compiled a report analyzing hundreds of sexual violence cases tried against men and former 
combatants.38 The report concludes that: (1) there is a wide disparity in sentencing, and many sentences that 
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were below the mandatory minimum; (2) many suspended sentences were ordered; (3) appeals courts regularly 
find that convictions could not be supported; (4) victims’ credibility are consistently attacked and questioned; 
(5) and public accessibility continues to be an issue.39  Another specific example occurred in April 2021, when 
women in rural areas faced high interest rates from lenders and protested to abolish microfinance loans; reports 
surfaced of lenders seeking sexual factors in exchange for loan repayment and of increasing rates of violence 
against women in rural areas.40  
 
19. WAN has received reports that during the COVID-19 lockdowns and the current economic crisis women 
are made more vulnerable and they have had no choice but to approach government officials who are corrupt 
and sexually exploitative.   

 
20. Passing legislation to facilitate corruption, money laundering and state capture of funds. In July 
2021, Parliament introduced a tax amnesty to persons holding undisclosed assets abroad, potentially criminals 
who have earned the money through illegal means and have evaded paying taxes on it.41 The bill was proposed 
amidst widespread concerns about money laundering, terrorism financing, drug financing, and abuse of public 
funds. 42 There were eight petitions filed with the Supreme Court challenging the bill’s constitutionality including 
by the SJB and JVP parties and the Center for Policy Alternatives. In its complaint, CPA argued that the bill 
discourages compliance with tax laws and is discriminatory against taxpayers who have paid their taxes on time, 
as it grants tax evaders full immunity from investigation and prosecution if they voluntarily disclose their taxable 
supply, income, or assets. CPA also argued the bill would allow persons to bring wealth acquired abroad through 
illegal means into Sri Lanka’s financial system.43 The Court held that the bill would pass subject to certain minor 
amendments, which were mainly procedural changes for submitting tax declarations, requirements to submit 
proof of ownership of any assets, date of acquisition and the value of assets. The Court found  the tax amnesty 
scheme constitutional.44  The revised bill passed in September 2021.45 
 
21.  On 19th April 2021, the Colombo Port City Economic Commission Bill was tabled in Parliament.46  
The bill introduced a legal framework within which the Colombo Port City would operate. CPA voiced 
concerns  that the bill would create a financial hub for companies and banks to launder money but this was not 
seriously scrutinized. The bill was rushed through Parliament, was not gazetted in advance, there was no 
opportunity for public comment or review, and was passed into law in less than two days amidst the third 
COVID-19 wave in Sri Lanka.47 This legislation could lead to corruption, specifically the establishment and 
inadequate oversight of offshore banks and companies could attract money laundering and illicit financial flows 
and the lack of public access to ownership information could result in the Port City becoming a safe haven for 
crime and black market deals. 19 petitions including one by Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL) were 
filed at the Supreme Court, challenging the constitutionality of the proposed Bill. Some amendments were 
incorporated but TISL is still concerned the law could lead to high levels of corruption.48 
 
22. In 2020, the Government of Sri Lanka targeted import taxes to benefit state-owned enterprises 
through ‘overnight gazettes’.49  In 2020, the Government manipulated sugar taxes;50 while taxes were low, 
Pyramid Wilmar Ltd. imported large amounts of sugar. A state owned company then made large purchases 
from the company and did not provide any audits. In addition, the tax cut did not go to the consumer since the 
sugar was sold at market rate. In April 2022, the National Audit Office finally recommended the Government 
take action to recover the lost revenue.51 

 
23. With regard to corruption cases, there have been limited efforts to investigate, prosecute, and try 
public officials involved. Around 45 cases against current and former officials were withdrawn by CIABOC 
and the Attorney General’s Department due to “technical errors”. TISL filed a Right to Information application 
with the CIABOC to obtain a list of these cases. In April 2022, it was reported that 28 cases which had 
previously been withdrawn were refiled by the Commission.52 
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C. Migrant Workers 
 

24. During the Third Cycle, the Government supported recommendations related to migration, including to 
“[a]ccelerate the enactment of the Sri Lanka Employment Migration Authority Act.53 This recommendation is 
not being implemented. 

 
25. There is no public information available on the status of the Sri Lankan Employment Migration Authority 
Act. 

 
26. Poor governance has had negative implications on the rights of female migrant workers  According to 
official statistics, Sri Lanka’s foreign remittances have dropped by more than half (53.1%) this year compared 
to the amount received in 2021. The economic crisis has led the Government to take measures to increase 
remittances that have further marginalized migrant workers from Sri Lanka. For instance, the Government 
submitted a Cabinet proposal to provide monetary incentives for Sri Lankan migrant workers to send 
remittances through banking channels rather than unofficial transfer services and mobile applications.54 The 
Foreign Employment Minister claimed that channeling remittances through banks will help Sri Lanka import 
crude oil, fertilizer, gas, food, and other essential items. Many migrant workers are reticent to use the banks due 
to increasing distrust in the Government and not floating the Sri Lankan rupee and applying a fixed rate that is 
below market rate through banks which discouraged migrant workers   from sending their remittances through 
formal channels.  

 
27. The Government has implemented measures to increase labor migration, particularly of women. On June 
21, the Cabinet of Ministers approved a decision to reduce the minimum age from 23 to 21 years for women 
migrating for employment, stating that this was due to the need to increase foreign employment opportunities. 
On June 28, the Government further removed the family background requirement for female migrant workers; 
for example removing the requirement that dependent children be older than 5. Bandula Gunawardena from 
the Ministry of Foreign Employment stated that rules have been relaxed to “get more job opportunities and 
earn more dollars for the country at a time it is facing a severe economic crisis.” The Government’s decision 
was welcomed by recruitment agencies in the Middle East, which reported that most employers hiring domestic 
workers preferred younger women between the ages of 21 and 25 because they were more energetic and had a 
higher output. Advocates have expressed concern about the vulnerabilities of younger women going abroad 
and the increase in the number of women dropping out from higher studies. 
 

III. THEME A42: INSTITUTIONS AND POLICIES 

 
28. During the Third Cycle, the Government noted recommendations including adopting a policy on the 
protection of journalists and human rights defenders to combat acts of intimidation and violence, as well as 
investigate and prosecute such acts.55 This recommendation has not yet been implemented.  
 
29. For example during the  first week of July 2022, the Fort Magistrates Court  issued an order for police to 
arrest nine key #GotaGoGama activists as suspects of engaging in “unruly behavior” during recent protests 
including the protest on June 9th.56 Transparency International Sri Lanka issued a statement in support of Sri 
Lankan citizens who are peacefully protesting against Government corruption. TISL condemns the 
Government’s attempts to suppress peaceful protests and the right to freedom of expression and association 
through the use of emergency regulations, curfew and social media blackouts. TISL calls on the President to 
answer to Sri Lankan citizens demands, for law enforcement to hold those accountable for their actions, and 
to safeguard constitutionally protected rights and impose penalties against Government officials who break the 
law.57  
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IV. THEME E1:  ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS – 
GENERAL MEASURES OF IMPLEMENTATION 

 
30. During the Third Cycle, the Government supported recommendations to implement measures to protect 
economic, social, and cultural rights, and strengthen social protection systems58, including within the UN 2030 
Sustainable Development Agenda59, through promoting social sustainable development and poverty reduction 
and by strengthening social protection systems.60 These recommendations are not being implemented.  
 

A. Financial Mismanagement and the Current Socio-Economic Crisis 
 

31. The current economic crisis has seen high rates of inflation; as the rate increased more than expected during 
May 2022, with food prices rising by 57.4% and prices of non-food items increased by 30.6%.  The same month, 
the Prime Minister announced his plan to request foreign assistance, privatize national airlines and print trillions 
of rupees.61 The Government also implemented ineffective and discriminatory tax policies and took out 
excessive loans from foreign banks and defaulted on its foreign debt. 
 
32. In April 2022, three University Professors filed a Fundamental Rights (FR) petition62 before the Supreme 
Court (SC) naming 39 respondents including then PM Ranil Wickremesinghe, former PM Mahinda Rajapaksa, 
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, former Finance Minister Basil Rajapaksa, and members of Sri Lanka’s Central 
Bank among others.63 Petitioners alleged that petitioners neglected and willfully caused damage to Sri Lanka’s 
Central Bank, which has caused citizens to be impacted by economic hardship, including high levels of inflation, 
shortage of essential goods, and lack of foreign currency.64 

B. Foreign Debt   

33. On April 12, the Government announced that for the first time in its history that it had defaulted on $78 
million in foreign debt.65 After the default, the lender, Hamilton Reserve Bank Limited brought a complaint 
alleging breach of contract.66 The Bank alleged that Sri Lanka’s $1 Billion debt was being orchestrated by the 
highest ranking officials including the President and Prime Minister due to corruption. The Bank further 
accused the Government of Sri Lanka of purposefully excluding bonds held by domestic banks and other 
interested parties from the announced debt restructuring as certain “favored Sri Lankan parties.”67  
 
34. On June 22, 2022, then Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe announced to the Parliament that Sri Lanka’s 
debt-laden economy had completely collapsed after weeks of food, gas, and electricity shortages. He stated that 
Sri Lanka was unable to purchase imported fuel due to the $700 million in debt owed by the Ceylon Petroleum 
Corporation, the country’s national energy company. The Government also announced it would not repay the 
$7 billion in foreign debt due at the end of 2022, if it comes to a successful negotiation with the IMF on a 
bailout package.68  

 
35. However, human rights organizations including WAN, are concerned negotiations with the IMF are 
worsening corruption rather than improving the economic situation for the majority of Sri Lankans  Civil 
society advocates and experts have expressed concern that actors such as IMF  will enforce fiscal consolidation 
through austerity measures, while the Sri Lankan Government will increase taxes through Value Added Taxes 
(VAT) and make cuts in public expenditures, leading to lower productivity and economic growth and a weaker 
infrastructure for health, education, and care services crucial to the Sri Lankan population.69   

 
36. The IMF should engage in immediate and ongoing human rights assessments that prioritize the rule of law 
and the protection of civil, political and economic, social and cultural rights. Negotiations must be transparent, 
strong accountability mechanisms should be established, and social protection schemes should be strengthened 
and priority given to providing decent work for all categories of workers.   
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C. Corruption and Misappropriation of Public Funds by Government Officials  

 
37. Government officials, including Rajapaksa family members, have been accused of holding large sums of 
money in offshore bank accounts and the misuse of public funds, tax evasion, and money laundering. On 
October 4, 2021, the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists published Pandora Papers 
documents exposing the secret dealings of three former Sri Lankan officials: Nirupama Rajapaksa, former MP, 
Deputy Minister of Water Supply and Drainage and cousin of Gotabaya Rajapaksa; her spouse Thirukumar 
Nadesan; and Ramalingam Paskaralingam, Economic Advisor to the PM and member of the Cabinet 
Committee on Economic Management during the previous administration.70  The documents showed potential 
corruption including the misuse of public funds, violations of the Foreign Exchange Act, tax evasion, and 
money laundering; a pending case brought in 2016 charged Nadesan with using public funds to assist Finance 
Minister Basil Rajapaksa build a luxury villa outside Colombo.71 President Gotabaya Rajapaksa requested the 
Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or Corruption (CIABOC) to launch an investigation into the 
dealings, while the SJB and civil society organizations including Transparency International Sri Lanka filed 
complaints with CIABOC.72 To date, there is no further information on this case. Advocates and journalists 
have expressed skepticism about the intentions of President Rajapaksa’s order for an investigation, pointing to 
prior allegations that he himself was involved in corrupt dealings, and the lack of progress for corruption 
investigations in Sri Lanka.73  
 
38. Another case linked to Thirukumar Nadesan alleging corrupt use of government funds and lack of 
accountability began in 2015, when Gotababya Rajapaksa’s older brother Chamal Rajapaksa Sri Lanka’s Ministry 
of Irrigation entered into a contract with a Chinese company to build a storage reservoir and reportedly 
misappropriated government funds, abusing power to bypass government procurement regulations. Allegedly, 
the Government paid the company in full but the project has not yet begun.74 Nadesan is alleged to have been 
involved in offshore fund transfers.75  
 

VI.   THEME E41 - RIGHT TO HEALTH 
 
39. During the Third Cycle, the Government supported recommendations regarding the right to health, which 
included implementation of measures to promote development and capacity building within the healthcare 
field.76 This recommendation has not yet been implemented. 
 
40. Government decision to stop free distribution of nutritional supplements for mothers and infants. 
Thriposha is an essential nutritional supplement that helps prevent child malnutrition which the Government 
had supplied for free to pregnant and lactating mothers, infants, and children under five years old.77 According 
to women’s rights groups, due to the lack of funds and budgetary allocation, the government abandoned the 
production of Thriposha for the last two years. The Government has not yet commented on its decision to 
close the Thriposha factory or stop freely giving out the supplement.78 The Government also stopped providing 
free school meals to children in November 2021.79 The Government’s decision to discontinue this maternal 
health support program without a replacement and to discontinue school meals for children has already had 
negative consequences on child and maternal health and nutrition.  
 
41. UNICEF has recently reported that the rate of child malnutrition has drastically worsened. UNICEF Sri 
Lanka reported that 1.7 million children in the country are bearing the burden of the current economic crisis, 
which has exacerbated child malnutrition and death as a result of malnutrition. These risks have increased due 
to the lack of available food and declining quality of available food, rising food prices, and the country’s inability 
to import more nutritious food options: “Seven out of ten families are cutting down their food intake to mitigate 
the crisis. Those who were having three meals decreased to two, while those who were eating two meals declined 
it to one.”80 The UN claims that over 56,000 children under the age of five have severe acute malnutrition and 
require nutritional supplements such as Thriposha to survive.81 
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VII. THEMES S - SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL IMPLEMENTATION; S01 - SDG 1 
POVERTY, B41 - RIGHT TO DEVELOPMENT 

 
42. During the Third Cycle, the Government made a voluntary pledge to “work towards achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goal of alleviating poverty through national-level initiatives.”82 The Government 
also supported recommendations to implement the SDGs for the entire population and at the grass-roots 
level,83 including to implement social policies and other measures to reduce poverty with a focus on vulnerable 
populations,84 address regional disparities, and fully implement its Vision 2025 program.85 Other supported 
recommendations included contributing to alleviating poverty through health, housing, and education 
programs86, and by implementing a national policy on poverty alleviation.87 These recommendations are not 
being implemented, as is indicated through the above discussion of government policies leading to the 
economic and humanitarian crisis. A few specific examples of the impact of economic crisis worsened by the 
governance crisis also follow. 
 
43. Workers employed on plantations in Sri Lanka have become more impoverished as a result of the current 
economic and governance crisis. Their wages have decreased and they continue to be largely excluded from 
Government welfare assistance programs. 50% of the plantation workers are women. Hill Country Tamil 
(HTC), a minority of plantation workers, have faced growing discrimination related to language, as well as in 
accessing education, land, housing, government programs and institutions, and employment opportunities. 
Government health services do not reach the HTC community, negatively impacting maternal mortality and 
child malnutrition. The Government has also failed to allocate resources to fund educational institutions for 
the HTC and those available provide instruction only in the Sinhalese language. The HTC population has been 
granted few housing and property rights. The Government has failed to enact affirmative action programs to 
ensure HTC’s are afforded employment opportunities.88  

 
44. Government ban on chemical fertilizers. On April 27, 2021, the Import and Export Control 

Department of the Sri Lankan Government banned imports of chemical fertilizers and agro-chemicals. Instead, 

it approved the import of over 120,000 metric tons of organic fertilizer from China and India, which cost over 

$35 million.89  Both deals involved the misappropriation of public funds, lack of accountability, poor 

administration, and possible breach of procurement procedure and collusion by decision makers involved in 

negotiating deals for undue gains. The Chinese fertilizer ended up containing a harmful bacteria, but the Sri 

Lankan government was pressured into paying anyway, and farmers never received any of the organic 

fertilizer.90 The Indian fertilizer was purchased for a price much higher than market and the payment was made 

through a private account rather than through state-owned Ceylon Fertilizer Company, raising red flags about 

collusion and misappropriation of public funds.91  Although it was reversed, the temporary ban on chemical 

fertilizers is likely to have future effects on local food production, a rise in food prices, food imports, food 

insecurity and unemployment, and decrease in standard of living and productivity.92 Paddy harvest has reduced 

by one-third due to the overnight chemical fertilizer ban brought by the president.  

 

VIII. RECOMMENDATIONS 

Structural Change to Address Needs of People 

◼ Ensure food security through the creation of permanent structures protecting people, including strict 
price controls on goods especially essential food items, kerosene and gas and support and subsidies to the 
farmer and fisher communities.  
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◼ Restore nutrition packages for pregnant and lactating mothers and ensuring school midday meals 
programme and household level relief for children. 

 

◼ Utilize public revenue for social security programs 
 

◼ In IMF negotiations, ensure transparency, accountability, good governance, and that debt servicing 
arrangements do not undermine adequate social spending to meet the governments ESCR obligations 
 

◼ Remove tax advantages for wealthy businesses and individuals and exceptions such as the tax amnesty 
passed in July 2021 

 

◼ Clarify the status and accelerate the enactment of the Sri Lanka Employment Migration Authority Act   

 

◼ Refrain from using state violence and threats against peaceful protests and urge all politicians to desist from 

inciting communal violence 

End Executive Presidency, Address Corruption and Establish Checks and Balances and 

Accountability 

 

◼ Enact a 21st Amendment to repeal the 20th amendment and restore balance of power that existed under 
the 19th Amendment 

 

◼ Remove presidential authority to impeach Chief Justices - . 

 

◼ Take measures to ensure that public officials who committed violations are lustrated from public office 
or held accountable for their acts.  Explain in detail what kind of specific actions have been undertaken to 
establish review mechanisms, perform security sector vetting for those involved in the military and law 
enforcement during the civil war, investigate allegations, and, if officials are found to have committed a 
violation, to remove them from power. 

 

◼ Investigate, prosecute, and punish cases of sexual bribery/exploitation; Amend the “Bribery Act” to 
include sexual bribery; Adopt a zero tolerance policy in the administrative and service departments 

 

◼ Transparency and speed in investigation of corruption allegations; remediation to public treasury.  Work 

with international agencies to recover assets moved offshore for private gain; share the outcome and 

progress of cases and strive for transparency in the execution of its justice. 

 

◼ Dismantle the Presidential Commission on Victimization 

 

◼ Consult with impacted farmers on use of fertilizers; after transparent investigation, restore any ill-gotten 
gains of purchases and ensure transparent oversight 
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