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Introduction

1. The Working Group on the Universal Periodic ReviéWPR), established in
accordance with Human Rights Council resolution &/18 June 2007, held its eleventh
session from 2 to 13 May 2011. The review of Lawvis held at the 7th meeting on 5 May
2011. The delegation of Latvia was headed by Antleikmanis, State Secretary, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. At its 11th meeting held on %2011, the Working Group adopted the
report on Latvia.

2. On 21 June 2010, the Human Rights Council selethedfollowing group of
rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review oftiia: Hungary, Guatemala, Kyrgyzstan.

3. In accordance with paragraph 15 of the annex toluden 5/1, the following
documents were issued for the review of Latvia:

(@) A national report submitted/written presemtatinade in accordance with
paragraph 15 (a) (A\HRC/WG.6/11/LVA/1);

(b) A compilation prepared by OHCHR in accordamdgéh paragraph 15 (b)
(AJHRC/WG.6/11/LVA/2);

(¢) A summary prepared by OHCHR in accordance wiltagraph 15 (c)
(AJHRC/WG.6/11/LVA/3).

4. A list of questions prepared in advance by Belgi®zech Republic, Denmark,
Lithuania, Netherlands, Norway, Slovenia, Swedem] #¢e United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland was transmitted toviathrough the troika. These questions
are available on the extranet of the UPR.

Summary of the proceedings of the review process

Presentation by the State under review

5. The head of delegation highlighted the importan€ the UPR for human rights
protection and promotion. He introduced the delegatvhich included various portfolios
from the Government, and indicated that variousiottakeholders, including the civil
society, had been involved in preparing the natiogpaort.

6. Since the restoration of independence, Latasted its path as a democratic and
sovereign State and acceded to more than 50 imi@mah human rights instruments,
including the core human rights treaties. Latviasvame of the first states to issue a
standing invitation to United Nations special prboes and an active promoter of such
standing invitations.

7. Latvia is a member of various European orgaimmatpromoting human rights, and
regularly undergoes scrutiny of its human rightgord, including through binding
judgments of the European Court of Human Rights.

8. Latvia has developed modern comprehensive &gisl and an institutional system
for the protection of human rights. Its Constitatimcludes a chapter on fundamental
rights, and individuals could file complaints withe Constitutional Court. Based on the
previous national human rights office, the Offideétee Ombudsman was created in 2007 in
conformity with the Paris Principles. Within its ndate covering human rights and good
governance, the Ombudsman also has the power taitsudn application to the
Constitutional Court and to a court of generalgdigtion.
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9. Latvian society is multi-ethnic and has a lomdry of interethnic tolerance. Latvia
guarantees cultural autonomy for all its nationalarities and provides significant support
for strengthening their identities. National mini@s actively use their constitutionally
guaranteed rights and Latvia financially ensurescation in eight national minority
languages.

10. Latvia referred to the 2001 State Program fmri&y Integration and indicated that
it was currently elaborating new draft policy gdides on integration. One example of
successful integration policy, highlighted by theu@cil of Europe as a good practice, is
the integration of the Roma into Latvian societyhwthe recent development of a special
programme of professional training for teachersaasis with Roma background.

11. Latvia has devoted much effort and resourcensuring that persons belonging to
national minorities and recent immigrants obtaindj&nowledge of the Latvian language.
The results are encouraging and knowledge of Latigateadily improving in all segments
of the society.

12.  Given the specific demographic situation prawgiin the 1990s, Latvia granted the
special temporary status of non-citizens to fortd&SR citizens residing in Latvia and
who did not have any other citizenship. Non-citgemjoy most of the rights guaranteed to
Latvian citizens. A new citizenship law was adopted994 and a naturalization procedure
was introduced. Since then, the number of nonesizhas decreased by more than 50 per
cent. Latvia remains committed to the processw€ éntegration.

13. Latvia considers cooperation between StatenandState actors essential, and State
institutions and municipalities closely cooperatadth NGOs through consultative
institutions and mechanisms.

14. In response to advance questions, Latvia itelicthat it had achieved remarkable
results on gender equality, although further wodswstill needed to achieve full de facto
equality. It continues to promote measures aimeal tadtter reconciliation of family duties
and employment and at enhancing women's participaith political and economic
decision-making. Latvia monitors progress achiewetthis respect and is currently revising
existing policy planning documents to incorporagevty emerging issues.

15. The Program for Eliminating Domestic Violencasimplemented, notably through
three priority activities: identification, preveoti and institutional cooperation in the
provision of assistance and rehabilitation servidaaining, public information, access to
psychological assistance and social rehabilitaservices for child victims were some
issues mentioned. Domestic violence is also incuntethe 2011 State Family Policy
Guidelines and, since 2011, it is considered amaagging circumstance in criminal law.
Criminal procedure law also provides for restragnorders as a safety measure in cases of
domestic violence. Latvia plans to introduce soc&labilitation for adults, victims of
domestic violence soon.

16. Latvia indicated that the number and percentdgmn-citizens continue to decrease
steadily and currently stands at 14.5 per centoaspared to 29 per cent in 1995. Latvia
continues to take measures to further facilitageatquisition of citizenship.

17.  Latvian Constitution and law prohibit discriration on various grounds, including
sexual orientation, and Latvia is in the procesdrafsposing relevant European Union
(EUV) directives on non-discrimination.

18. Regarding hate crimes, in addition to spegfiavisions, the Criminal Law defines
racial motivation as an aggravating circumstanag @ue attention is paid to the specifics
of investigating racist or homophobic crimes. Palpgersonnel, prosecutors and judges are
trained on issues related to intolerance, racisoh amti-Semitism. Topics relating to the
Holocaust, anti-Semitism and xenophobia are inaudeschool curricula.
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19. Latvia is making significant efforts to improeenditions of detention and ensure
compliance with international standards. Substhefiarts have been made to implement
the Government policy on resocialization of inmatesl efficient functioning of the
Probation Service is a priority in order to exténe use of alternative sanctions.

20. Latvia indicated that the definition of tortuneas included in the Criminal Law in
2009. A special unit within the State police hasrbassigned to investigate allegations of
ill-treatment by the police. Regular steps are alaken to improve the quality of
investigation and training.

21. The procedure to amend the relevant legislatgarding the abolition of the death
penalty in times of war is underway.

22.  Children have always been a priority for Latvfn effective children’s rights
protection system is in place and the State Inspaigt for the Protection of Children’s
Rights is the main institution for monitoring congpice with children’s rights. The
delegation mentioned other institutions, such & @nphans Courts as well as a hotline
providing psychological support to children andni@gers. Latvia has developed a specific
policy planning document to address the problem jwfenile delinquency. Local
governments address the issue of availability dflipikkindergartens and the Government
has made significant efforts to maintain the systéisocial benefits for families.

23. Latvia ratified the United Nations Convention the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities and its Optional Protocol in 2010, aadopted an action plan for its
implementation. National law already prohibits disgnation based on disability. A
special working group composed of Government istihs, the Office of the Ombudsman
and NGOs worked on the draft guidelines for implatimg the Convention. In 2011, there
was a slight increase in the employment of disalpedsons. Latvia mentioned various
ongoing activities relating to environment accesigjtfor disabled persons.

24. Latvia has introduced a strategy and infornmatampaigns for preventing human
trafficking, including on the risks of marriages afnvenience. The police work with the
representatives of vulnerable groups at risk ohdpdrrafficked and border guards are
trained to identify possible cases of traffickindictims of trafficking are provided
psychological rehabilitation, legal and medical oy through good cooperation with
NGOs.

25. The Corruption Prevention and Combating Burd&NAB) is the leading
specialized anti-corruption authority since 200% &im is to fight corruption in a
coordinated and comprehensive way. Several propésamprove its efficiency have been
recently submitted and a working group had beengén this respect.

26. Although Latvia is determined to continue caafien with international
organizations, its current human and institutiooapacity is limited. As such, Latvia is
very cautious about ratifying new instruments. Aligh Latvia is proud of its human rights
record and achievements, it understands that tisemill room for improvement and
development, as human rights are not static, bilterareflect the challenges faced by
society at the given moment in time.

Interactive dialogue and responses by the Statender review

27.  During the interactive dialogue, 43 delegatiorele statements. Recommendations
made during the dialogue can be found in sectiari the present report.

28. The Russian Federation stated that the docuensefimitted for the UPR testify to
the continued discriminatory policy directed to Bias-speaking permanent residents in
Latvia. 327,000 people, or 14 percent of the pdmna are “non-citizens”. Non-citizens
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are not recognized as national minorities by tlggslation and put beyond the framework
of the relevant international treaties. Thus, tingre deprived of fundamental rights and
freedoms. It stated that the Russian-language rirdtion and cultural-educational space
was reduced. The Russian Federation expressedroagigeut the increase in neo-Nazism,
xenophobia and anti-Semitism. It made recommendsitio

29. Uzbekistan noted with appreciation the recdapss taken by Latvia to protect

human rights and establish the Office of the Ominais It expressed concerns about
overcrowding in penitentiary institutions. It alseferred to children with minor disabilities

who were frequently institutionalized due to thekleof child-care capacity. Uzbekistan

made a recommendation.

30. Poland expressed its appreciation for the ooatl efforts made by Latvia to
strengthen its national human rights system. Itcomled all the pledges made by Latvia
while seeking election to the Human Rights Counttiinoted that in spite of efforts
undertaken, including the launch of special progre®, inequalities in the enjoyment of
human rights in some areas still persisted. Pataade recommendations.

31. The Republic of Moldova noted that Latvia wastyp to the main international
human rights instruments. It recalled that the &bpeRapporteur on the sale of children,
child prostitution and child pornography had enegad Latvia to allocate sufficient funds
to all child protection programs. The Republic ofoldbva also referred to the
recommendations made by the Committee against reoatad the Committee on the Rights
of the Child to continue adopting measures to pratgeand punish those responsible for
trafficking in human beings and sexual exploitatitrmade recommendations.

32.  Algeria noted that the economic reforms andreffundertaken by the Government
had enabled Latvia to be among the first 50 coastih the Human Development Index. It
welcomed the actions carried out by Latvia in tteéds of social integration and the fight
against discrimination. Algeria encouraged Latwastep up its efforts to implement the
Program for the Elimination of Domestic Violencedaansure wider education on the
subject. Algeria made recommendations.

33. Estonia commended Latvia for the establishnuénthe National Human Rights

Office in 1995 and the ratification of core intetipaal human rights instruments. It also
welcomed the steps taken to combat human traffickind the ratification of the Palermo
Protocol, as well as the special attention giveth&oprotection of women'’s rights. Estonia
commended Latvia for its achievements in the néiaaion process. It stated that the
Government's integration strategy has resultethénprrotection of ethnic minorities.

34. Canada commended Latvia for its initiativeshia field of human rights, such as its
active engagement in combating human traffickiagpolur exploitation and smuggling of
illegal immigrants. It welcomed Latvia's ongoingfats to improve the integration of
immigrants and refugees. Canada praised the effort®stablish a system for the
reintegration of convicts in places of imprisonmentd to clients of the State Probation
Service. Canada made recommendations.

35.  France enquired about Latvia’s intention to iaeniés Constitution and legislation in
order to include the principle of gender equalityl 4o strengthen its legislation to prohibit
and repress all forms of discrimination, particiyaon the basis of race and sexual
orientation. France also requested whether Laesidered defining new guidelines in its
integration and national identity policy. Francé&exb about the relevant stakeholders in the
elaboration of the new programme on society intégna Finally, it stressed the high
number of “non citizens and stateless personsiidgivh the country and enquired about the
measures that Latvia intended to take to providemthwith citizenship. France made
recommendations.
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36.  Morocco highlighted the issue of human traffigk referring to Latvia as a country

of origin, and praised Latvia for its achievementgsombating this scourge. It recalled the
importance of international cooperation on thisuéssMorocco also raised the issue of
fictitious marriages that lead in certain casebuman trafficking or labour exploitation. It

sought further information relating to the measunedertaken by Latvia to address this
challenge and its expectations for internationalpawation. It also enquired whether Latvia
had included a human rights dimension in schodiicuia and about the training of judges,
lawyers, security and police forces. Morocco madecommendation.

37.  Azerbaijan noted with satisfaction Latvia’s pecation with United Nations human
rights mechanisms. It noted the legal protectiantlie rights of women and the Program
for Eliminating Domestic Violence 2008-2011. It weined the measures taken to promote
children’s rights and the efforts to protect thghts of persons with disabilities. Azerbaijan
made recommendations.

38. Germany acknowledged Latvia's efforts to praamet peaceful coexistence of
groups of different language origin. It asked wieethatvia planned to proceed with the
ratification of Protocol No. 13 of the European @ention on Human Rights and

Fundamental Freedoms. Germany also enquired abeasures taken to address pretrial
detention and the high risk of ill-treatment it&ted, and human trafficking.

39. Bulgaria commended Latvia for the establishnier2007 of the National Human
Rights Office in accordance with the Paris Priregpland the implementation of the
National Programme for the Promotion of Toleran@8522009. It asked about the progress
achieved in implementing the State Language Law #red recommendations of the
European Commission against Racism and Intolerandbe implementation of this Law.

40. Norway was concerned about the capacity ofGh#wudsman for human rights. It
was pleased that Latvia offered protection andbiitetion programs to victims of human
trafficking. It expressed concern about the detation of children’s rights as a result of
the financial crisis. It was concerned about thrgdanumber of non-citizens and stressed
that pro-active measures were needed to address i8ue. Norway made
recommendations.

41. Czech Republic welcomed Latvia’s voluntary pleds a candidate to the Human
Rights Council to consider ratifying human rightsaties and avoiding reservations. Czech
Republic made recommendations.

42.  While encouraged about the reforms undertakemetluce the number of non-

citizens residing in Latvia, Austria enquired ashimwv Latvia ensured that these people
enjoyed equal economic, social and cultural rightsstria also inquired about the steps
taken to ensure that all children born in Latvianfreligible non-citizens acquired Latvian
citizenship. Austria asked about efforts made tluce overcrowding in prisons and about
the new model for the reintegration and employmehtex-convicts. Austria made

recommendations.

43. Spain commended Latvia on its National Programfor the Promotion of
Tolerance. It noted that Latvia was the only copntr Europe that still maintained the
death penalty in its legislation, though only fases of murder in times of war. Spain
welcomed Latvia’s moratorium on the death penaktalgished in 2006. Spain made
recommendations.

44.  Argentina thanked Latvia for its information aneasures implementing the
principle of non-discrimination for children beldng to minority groups, especially the
Roma, with regard to access to education servidegentina enquired whether Latvia
planned to implement measures aimed at ensuringtegr@articipation of women in the
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public sphere and better equal participation in dm®nomic sphere. Argentina made
recommendations.

45.  Brazil acknowledged the important role of Latin promoting the issuance of a
standing invitation to special procedures. It nefdrto the concerns expressed by United
Nations human rights mechanisms and civil sociétthe persistence of the issue of non-
citizens. It acknowledged Latvia's efforts to pramdhe rights of persons living with
HIV/AIDS. Brazil asked Latvia to comment on the iagp that the financial crisis had on
the enjoyment of social, economic and culturaltsgBrazil made recommendations.

46. Lithuania noted the efforts undertaken by latin guaranteeing human rights
principles, although it acknowledged that somelehgles remained. It welcomed Latvia’'s
initiative to prepare cross-regional statementshat Human Rights Council concerning
standing invitations to the special procedures.rnkimg the delegation for their replies to
their advance questions, Lithuania made recomminmdat

47.  Australia commended Latvia on its actions teloat discrimination and promote
tolerance and on acceding to core human rightsidsedt expressed concern that the death
penalty remained at the domestic level. While rgpthmat Latvia has significantly decreased
the number of non-citizens, Australia encouragetVihato take steps to decrease further
the number of non-citizens and improve social amidtipal rights of non-citizens. Australia
made recommendations.

48. Chile commended the measures taken by Latviprémote and protect human
rights, such as the adoption of a program to pretrafficking in persons, the increase in
school enrolment of boys and girls and the fact theaties are part of the domestic legal
order and have primacy. It noted the main natigmarities for Latvia, particularly the
measures aimed at eliminating hate crimes throafgrmation and education and early
detection and definition of these crimes. Chile meetommendations.

49. Hungary commended Latvia on its steps to corhbatan trafficking. It welcomed

the moratorium on the death penalty in additionhi abolition of capital punishment for
crimes committed in peacetime, but noted that thiei@al Code still contains provisions
on the death penalty during wartime. Hungary ergliwhether strengthening of the
Ombudsman’s office would provide additional tools protect victims of domestic

violence. Hungary made recommendations.

50. The Netherlands noted that Latvia was one effilst states to issue a standing
invitation to human rights special procedures. téted that lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender (LGBT) people may suffer discriminatimal be subject to hate speech. It also
highlighted the high number of non-citizens, repréisig about 15 per cent of the
population and the concerns raised by the Commiate&conomic, Social and Cultural
Rights, the Committee against Torture, the Offick tbe United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the SpeciappRrteur on racism, among
others, about the integration of non-citizens. Ne¢herlands made recommendations.

51. Palestine noted with appreciation Latvia's ela®operation with United Nations

human rights mechanisms and the Office of the dniiations High Commissioner for

Human Rights (OHCHR). It also noted that Latvigpasty to the main international human
rights instruments, including the Palermo Protoit@t has become part of the national
legal system. Palestine made recommendations.

52. Mexico acknowledged Latvia’s efforts to improtkee legal and institutional

framework by, inter alia, the establishment of @mbudsman and the adoption of a law to
combat discrimination against persons with distbdi It encouraged Latvia to give
priority to the development and consolidation @& ttork done by the Ombudsman, as well
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as the full enforcement of existing human rightandards to which Latvia is a party.
Mexico made recommendations.

53. Belarus noted with satisfaction a number of snezs taken by Latvia to combat
trafficking in human beings. It asked about Latsi@&xperience in implementing the
national programme for combating human traffickir®)04—2008 and whether Latvia
planned to adopt a new strategy in this area. téd¢he need for Latvia to engage more
effectively in the preparation of thematic repoblg special procedures. Belarus made
recommendations.

54.  While expressing its appreciation for the dffonndertaken by Latvia to protect
human rights, the Islamic Republic of Iran exprdssencerns about various issues, such as
racially motivated statements in the media targetmmigrants, asylum-seekers, refugees
and certain ethnic groups, overcrowding in prisand the situation of certain minorities,
especially the Roma. It made recommendations.

55. The United States of America commended Latianorking to promote tolerance
and an integrated society. It encouraged Latvigotttinue its efforts to promote respect for
the human rights of all and to continue implemeatabf the National Program for the
Promotion of Tolerance. The United States urgediaab strengthen its legal framework
to combat hate crimes and discrimination and te taleps to address the obstacles in
integrating members of the Russian-speaking minolit expressed concern about the
prolonged periods of pretrial detention, ill-treatmh and deplorable conditions in detention
facilities. The United States made recommendations.

56. Paraguay highlighted the implementation of dbon plan to reduce unregistered
employment, 2010-2013 aimed at consolidating snatdé and long-term employment. It
also expressed interest in the setting-up of ahitadion system for inmates that promotes
parole programmes and the development of speaifitriments of rehabilitation for
inmates. It asked for further information in thégyard. Paraguay made recommendations.

57. Latvia thanked all the delegations for theimoeents and recommendations. The
delegation recalled that Latvia has experienceglvare economic crisis in recent years and
the Government has had to take severe measurag toudget and salaries, while at the

same time safeguard social protection. Latvian eognhas started to recover. Due to

increased unemployment, a special system of ssafaty measures was introduced to cope
with this situation. Various structural reforms baveen undertaken in the areas of health
care and education, such as the reform of the rakdére system, aimed at improving

operational efficiency and reducing costs.

58. Regarding integration, the Latvian delegatitatesl that the conceptual framework
for a new integration programme has been put fawir public discussion. The

programme encompasses several issues relatingitoictegration such as civil society
and democratic participation, the development dfiaam language skills, strengthening the
sense of belonging to the country and attractintyiaa nationals living abroad. It referred
to an old diaspora who left Latvia after the Sec@hatld War, and a new diaspora who left
Latvia because of the recent economic crisis. Tlagramme is also aimed at maintaining
links with these diasporas.

59. Latvia pays particular attention to the preagon of the Latvian language, as the
proportion of Latvians living in Latvia has decredsrom 77 per cent in the 1930s to 52
per cent in 1989. However, translation is providedpecific circumstances.

60. The Citizenship Law adopted in 1994 takes iatmount the figures and was
designed in collaboration with regional organizasioFurther to a referendum held in 1998,
the law was amended and the naturalization proeeduas facilitated. Non-citizens could
become Latvian citizens by simply passing a languagt. Older people are only required
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to pass an oral exam and naturalization fees agelow. Information campaigns have been
organized. However, according to a survey, the econ situation is more important than
obtaining Latvian citizenship. Non-citizens enjoy@dst of the rights of citizen and may
even travel to the Russian Federation without gafon a visa, unlike Latvian citizens.

61. Regarding children of non-citizens, the Minjistif Interior has just proposed new
provisions to ease their registration as citiz&uwsh children could already become citizens
by simple registration; the new measures easerti@gs even more.

62. Latvia condemns in absolute terms all totaédtaideologies, including Nazism and
neo-Nazism. The delegation referred to severalinahtases involving expression on the
Internet. There were no Nazi marches in Latvia.

63. Latvia recalled that the Constitution guarastié® principle of non-discrimination,
and criminal law criminalizes all forms of discrimation and all acts of racial hatred and
intolerance. Racist motivation was considered aaggmavating circumstance. Marital rape
was already criminalized.

64. Although the death penalty is still applicable wartime, the four relevant
commissions in Parliament held a debate in 201d ,adrexplicitly supported its abolition.
The Ministry of Justice has initiated the processthe ratification of relevant treaties and
amendment to the criminal law.

65. Since the establishment of the Probation Seyviglternative sanctions are
increasingly used and more crimes can be punishedigh such sanctions. New major
criminal law reforms are intended to decrease seaf detention while increasing the use
of alternative sanctions. Rehabilitation of inmateslso at the forefront of the reforms. A
new detention centre for juvenile prisoners haslreated and about 5 million Euros has
been allocated for renewing existing prisons. Farrttore, public-private partnerships are
under consideration to build new prisons.

66. The Constitution and a number of laws guaragtaler equality. The Ministry of
Welfare together with relevant stakeholders, inglgdNGOs, have been working on the
elaboration of a new planning policy document ondge equality and domestic violence
for the next two years.

67. A large number of women are political leadershold managerial positions in

enterprises. Child development in the family isaéional priority. Latvia assists families of

disabled children through various services. In 2QHtvia discussed a reform on the legal
capacity of mentally disabled persons pursuantdedsion of the Constitutional Court.

68. Equal access to education is provided for etmminorities and Latvia finances
education in eight minority languages. In respansgemographic challenges, a number of
schools have been closed; more Latvian-languageotcthan minority schools have been
closed. The State provides funds on an equal Basistudents in minority and Latvian
schools. Respect for diversity, civic education atidics, among others, are included in
school curricula and in continuing education cudacfor teachers.

69.  With regard to human trafficking, since 200@t\ia has had in place an effective
system to combat human trafficking. To date, onfew cases have been reported. Latvia
went beyond the Palermo Protocol in that the uséoafe against potential victims of
sexual exploitation is not a precondition for ihging a criminal case against traffickers.
Latvia has a system to identify victims and a budgeallocated for the identification and
rehabilitation of victims.

70. Regarding society integration, the Ministry @filture supports ethnic minorities
through various financial instruments. Latvia ergmgat different levels, various
consultative bodies representing ethnic minoritieends are also provided to combat
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intolerance. The development of language skillsa isool to enhance employment and
education.

71. Slovenia noted with appreciation that Latvia hatified the majority of core human
rights instruments, including the Convention againsrture and other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment. It also welcothedact that the definition of torture
has recently been incorporated into the Criminad€C&lovenia made recommendations.

72.  The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Nortihdreland was pleased to note the
establishment of the Ombudsman’s Office and engmatastrengthening its capacity and
seeking its accreditation. The United Kingdom enepli about national responses to
allegations of all forms of discrimination. It welmed the work to update the State
programme for society integration and proposed pelicy guidelines. It requested further
details on measures planned and the revised progeato strengthen the integration of
minority groups. It enquired about the steps takenprevent human trafficking and
fictitious marriages abroad. It made recommendation

73. ltaly commended Latvia for its active collalkara with the United Nations and for

its advocacy role in favour of a standing invitatiby other countries to United Nations
special procedures. It encouraged Latvia to fatdithe naturalization of non-citizens and
enquired about the possibility of automaticallyrgiag citizenship to those born in Latvia.

Italy called on Latvia to continue to cooperatehwtite Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe and the Council of Europe onarity issues, and encouraged Latvia
to intensify its efforts to facilitate the full satintegration of national minorities.

74.  Sweden enquired about Latvia’s intentions tifyréhe Second Optional Protocol to
the International Covenant on Civil and PoliticabiRs. It expressed concern about the
shortcomings in prisons and detention centressriefgeto allegations of ill-treatment by
staff, poor material conditions and insufficient tamor exercise. Sweden made
recommendations.

75. China appreciated the progress made in theegtfoh of human rights and
welcomed the accession by Latvia to core humantgigheaties. It noted Latvia's
commitment to protect the rights of women and ¢hkild and the cultural traditions of
minorities, as well as to combat discrimination iaga Roma. China made a
recommendation.

76.  Ecuador noted the efforts made by Latvia tolémgnt international human rights
standards. Ecuador made recommendations.

77. Slovakia noted the progress made by Latviairaacing its human rights record in
recent years. It took positive note of the ratifiza of the main international human rights
instruments by Latvia and the standing invitatiasued to United Nations special
procedures. Slovakia made recommendations.

78. Georgia welcomed the positive measures takehdbyia to protect the rights of
national minorities. It noted with satisfaction thaon-citizens enjoyed most rights
guaranteed to Latvian citizens, and also noted #iate the simplification of the
naturalization process, the number of non-citiZess considerably decreased. It requested
information about the Concept Paper on Resociadizabf Convicted Persons. Georgia
expressed concern that some states are trying liticige the UPR process of Latvia.
Georgia made a recommendation.

79. Costa Rica recognized Latvia’s action relatmguman rights and, in particular, the
establishment of a national human rights institutend its steadfast promotion of the
issuance of standing invitations to special proceslut also recognized the measures taken
on various issues, such as ethnic minorities, geeglgality and the elimination of domestic
violence. Costa Rica made recommendations.

11
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80. While commending Latvia on its efforts in praing women’s rights, Ukraine
asked about the measures taken by Latvia to impiernecommendations by the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination agsti Women regarding the wage gap
between men and women, high unemployment of woroeaypational segregation and
concentration of women in low-wage occupations. dile commended Latvia for
providing State-funded support to minority educat@yogrammes and encouraged Latvia
to provide further financial support to educatienminority languages. Ukraine made a
recommendation.

81. Belgium enquired about women’s rights, measuaien to incorporate gender

equality in the Constitution and domestic legislatiand the full participation of women in

the labour market and political life. It also notdtht the death penalty was no longer
practised, although Latvia had not officially rai the Protocols aimed at abolishing this
practice. Belgium made recommendations.

82. lIreland welcomed Latvia's efforts to eliminademestic violence and to combat
human trafficking. It referred to the recommendasiof the Committee Against Torture
that Latvia intensify its efforts to combat discimation against and ill-treatment of
vulnerable groups. Ireland asked about efforts ralen to follow up on this
recommendation and to strengthen legislation téegtanembers of the LGBT community.
It made a recommendation.

83.  Finland welcomed the emphasis put on the dpwedmt of national legislation and
institutions aimed at enhancing the protection whhn rights. It enquired about measures
to ensure the rights of LGBT persons. Finland mademmendations.

84. Djibouti noted the establishment in 2007 of Benbudsman’s Office and the
ratification of the Convention on the Rights of &ers with Disabilities and its Additional
Protocol in March 2010. Djibouti made recommendatio

85. Latvia pointed out a mistake in paragraph 45 tbé UPR compilation
(A/HRC/WG.6/11/LVA/2) as the information mentiondterein had been checked with the
relevant United Nations institutions and not canfid. Latvia asked that the paragraph be
deleted.

86. Latvia recalled that the Office of the Ombudenfally complies with the Paris
Principles, but that it has not yet requested alitaton with the International Coordination
Committee.

87. The Constitution and national laws prohibit cdimination based on gender,
ethnicity or sexual orientation, and remedies awmviged for in case of violation of this
principle.

88. Regarding ratification of new instruments, liatkemains cautious, given its current
limited human and institutional capacity. Howevélr, follows developments at the
international level so as to identify any gaps whitight necessitate any new ratification.

89. Finally, corporal punishment is prohibited thgh the criminalization of domestic
violence and Latvia does not see the need for Bpaciditional legislation.

90. Latvia thanked all the delegations and comuhittereflect on the recommendations
made, stating that many of them are already ircthese of implementation.

[I. Conclusions and/or recommendations

91. The recommendations formulated during the interactve dialogue and listed
below enjoy the support of Latvia:

12
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91.1. Gradually consider the ratification of outstanding international human
rights instruments (Chile);

91.2. Consider acceding to human rights instruments to wich it is not yet
party, particularly the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Costa
Rica);

91.3. Ratify step by step the outstanding core internatinal instruments,
namely the Second Optional Protocol to the Internabnal Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights, the Optional Protocol to theConvention against Torture
and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Eliminaton of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women (Slovenia);

91.4. Consider the possibility of ratifying the Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discimination against Women,
the International Convention on the Protection of he Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Members of Their Families, and the Intenational Convention for
the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disapparance (Argentina);

91.5. Seek accreditation for the Office of the Ombudsmanwith the
International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the
Promotion and Protection of Human Rights (United Khgdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland);

91.6. Consider raising the Ombudsman as a national instittion for human
rights accredited with the International Coordinating Committee of National
Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights (Algeria);

91.7. Accredit the Ombudsman to ensure its conformity wih the Paris
Principles (Moldova);

91.8. Further continue its efforts in the field of protedion and promotion of
human rights (Georgia);

91.9. Continue to earmark sufficient funds for all child protection programs
(Moldova);

91.10. Continue to carry out measures in the field of chd rights protection
(Azerbaijan);

91.11. Contribute to the implementation of the recently adpted Human
Rights Council resolution on children living and waking on the streets
(Hungary);

91.12. Continue its positive actions for further promoting the rights of
disabled people (Azerbaijan);

91.13. Consider taking measures to implement its internatinal commitments
pertaining to the rights of persons with disabilites and, in particular, take
appropriate measures to address the issue of acciedity (Costa Rica);

91.14. Continue efforts to improve and protect the rights of women and
children by implementing recommendations made by tb United Nations
mechanisms and its related special procedures (Patae);

91.15. Reiterate the commitments expressed on the occasiofi its election to
the Human Rights Council and continue its cooperatin with treaty bodies,
particularly by submitting its periodic reports in due time (Djibouti);

13
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91.16. Continue cooperation with treaty monitoring bodies and United
Nations special rapporteurs (Azerbaijan);

91.17. Take steps to implement the recommendations of tréa bodies
(Slovenia);

91.18. Continue to strengthen the national mechanism on geler equality, as
recommended by the Committee on the Elimination oDiscrimination against
Women (Chile);

91.19. Establish a comprehensive plan on gender equalitgspecially stressing
prosecution of sexual exploitation and preventionfogender violence (Spain);

91.20. Continue efforts to advance gender equality and cdimue tackling the
gender equality issues indicated in the national mort (Lithuania);

91.21. Further adopt and implement policies and legislatia to combat gender
discrimination and to promote the empowerment of wmen, including equal
job opportunities and equal remuneration for work of equal value (Brazil);

91.22. Step up efforts to combat discrimination against vinerable groups and
minorities, in accordance with internationally estdlished standards
(Argentina);

91.23. Within the framework of the policy on promoting tolerance, strengthen
measures towards interethnic harmony and cultural dsersity (Belarus);

91.24. Intensify measures to tackle racism and hate crimeustralia);

91.25. Actively engage in the fight against racially motiated crimes (Czech
Republic);

91.26. Ensure prompt, impartial and effective investigatims into all
allegations of ill-treatment committed by law enfocement officials (Czech
Republic);

91.27. Make further efforts to reduce overcrowding in pententiary
institutions, including through the use of alternatve measures, and improve
conditions in detention facilities (Uzbekistan);

91.28. Continue efforts to decrease the number of prisonerand take action to
improve the conditions in prisons and detention canes (Sweden);

91.29. Improve overall conditions in detention and prison facilities and
combat overcrowding in these facilities (Czech Reflic);

91.30. Continue reforms to improve conditions of detention and make
increased use of non-custodial measures as suggdstby treaty bodies
(Austria);

91.31. Reduce the prison population (Islamic Republic ofrdan);

91.32. Intensify its efforts to prevent, punish and elimirate all forms of
violence against women (Argentina);

91.33. Further continue its efforts to combat domestic vitence, including
through raising public awareness (Azerbaijan);

91.34. Provide specific training to law enforcement staffto enable them to
better understand and prevent domestic violence (Hgary);

91.35. Continue taking measures to eliminate human traffiging (Czech
Republic);

14



A/HRC/18/9

91.36. Continue to take the necessary measures to end tfaking in human
beings, including through the implementation of thenational program on
combating trafficking in human beings (Palestine);

91.37. Pursue its efforts to combat trafficking in human tkeings, especially
women and children (Algeria);

91.38. Step up efforts to combat trafficking in human beings, including
developing international cooperation with interestd governments,
international organizations and NGOs (Belarus);

91.39. Continue its efforts to combat trafficking in human beings, and pay
special attention to its victims (Costa Rica);

91.40. Continue to adopt appropriate measures to prosecuteand punish
perpetrators of trafficking in human beings and dewelop effective systems for
the timely prevention of sexual exploitation and tafficking in children

(Republic of Moldova);

91.41. Prioritize the implementation of human trafficking protection and
rehabilitation programmes (Norway);

91.42. Further develop and strengthen its programs and setices to promote
the rehabilitation of victims of trafficking (Canad a);

91.43. Prioritize training for the judiciary and the polic e on how to treat
victims of trafficking as well as domestic violencéNorway);

91.44. Introduce legislation that allows for partial or segmented transfer of
the legal capacity of a disabled person (Netherlars);

91.45. Consider the possibility of strengthening focusedagial assistance to
poor families with children (Belarus);

91.46. Continue its efforts to promote the full integration of ethnic minorities
into Latvian society and facilitate the naturalizaion and acquisition of
citizenship, especially in the case of children (Gta Rica);

91.47. Take measures to further facilitate the naturalizaton of non-citizens
(Netherlands);

91.48. Consider further facilitation of the acquisition of citizenship and
increased efforts to promote the registration of n@borns (Brazil);

91.49. Do more to promote the value of citizenship amongllagroups, thereby
encouraging naturalization of the remaining non-ciizens (United States of
America);

91.50. Continue pursuing society integration policies aimé at uniting the
country’s inhabitants in areas such as State-languge learning, promotion of
cultural identity and cultural interaction, with pa rticular attention to Latvia’'s
“non-citizens” who represent around 15 per cent ofhe population (Slovakia);

91.51. Step up efforts to improve the integration of ethné and minority
linguistic groups, including welcoming migrants, aglum-seekers, refugees and
stateless persons (Ecuador);

91.52. Improve the living conditions of asylum-seekers andefugees (Islamic
Republic of Iran);

91.53. Enhance the training of border guards, immigration personnel and
judges in the field of international refugee law wih a view to ensuring
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92.

protection and full respect for the rights of all refugees and asylum-seekers
(Canada);

91.54. Build on existing efforts to facilitate integration of immigrants and
refugees, including by fully implementing its multyear program for the
integration of third-country nationals (Canada).

The following recommendations enjoy the support ofatvia, which considers

that they have already been implemented or are irhe process of implementation:

92.1. Strengthen the Ombudsman’s capacity to investigateand act on
allegations of discrimination in all its forms (Unted Kingdom);

92.2. Support the Office of the Ombudsman and recognizeés competency in
all matters relating to equal treatment for all inhabitants, and comply with the
principle of non-discrimination (Ecuador);

92.3. Take all necessary measures to establish a nationAuman rights
institution according to the Paris Principles (Czeb Republic);

92.4. Establish its national human rights institution to be fully adapted to the
Paris Principles, with a broad and clear legal mandte and sufficient financial
resources (Spain);

92.5. Integrate all groups that constitute Latvian sociey in national socio-
economic plans (Islamic Republic of Iran);

92.6. Take into account human rights education and trainng in its national
education and training programs (Morocco);

92.7. Take advantage of the substantial expertise that wil society
represents, and enter into regular consultations wh NGOs on human rights-
related issues, including the follow-up of the reaamendations of the various
United Nations treaty bodies (Norway);

92.8. Include provisions in domestic legislation to prohbit discrimination in
all areas, including especially discrimination basg on national origin, ethnicity,
language or linguistic groups; adopt necessary civiand administrative
measures to guarantee the elimination of all formsf discrimination against all
persons, especially those from ethnic or linguistigroups, who constitute more
than one third of the population of Latvia (Ecuadop);

92.9. Adopt specific economic, social and cultural meases to combat
discrimination and promote equal opportunities for disadvantaged and
marginalized individuals and groups (Islamic Repuhic of Iran);

92.10. Codify the prohibition of the propaganda for xenoplobia, anti-
Semitism, neo-Nazism, and provide for criminal liadity for such acts and
establish racism as an aggravating circumstance (Rsian Federation);

92.11. Strengthen its criminal legislation on domestic vience to notably
make sure that such violence is considered as angagvating circumstance
(France);

92.12. Adopt the necessary legislative measures in the @minal Code to
define domestic violence and criminalize marital rpae as a specific crime
(Mexico);

92.13. Develop an early-warning system by raising public wareness of the
risks associated with migration and fictitious mariages (United Kingdom);
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92.14. Adopt the necessary legislation to explicitly proHiit violence against
children, including corporal punishment (Finland);

92.15. Maintain State preschool and general education ingttions with
education/teaching in minority languages, includingthe Russian language
(Russian Federation);

92.16. Guarantee respect for human rights of foreign citiens, regardless of
their immigration status, especially those from vuherable groups, such as
refugees, asylum-seekers and stateless persons; andcarantee respect for the
principle of non-refoulement established in the 195 Convention Relating to the
Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol (Ecuador);

92.17. Take measures to ensure the availability of adequat facilities for
refugee children, including access to legal counsehedical care and education
(Poland).

The following recommendations will be examined by atvia, which will provide

responses in due course, but no later than the eiggenth session of the Human Rights
Council in September 2011

93.1. Accede to or ratify the following international ingruments: the Second
Optional Protocol to the International Covenant onCivil and Political Rights,

aiming at the abolition of the death penalty; the hternational Convention on
the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their
Families; the Optional Protocol to the Internationd Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights; the Optional Protocol b the Convention on the
Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women; the Optional
Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Othe Cruel, Inhuman or

Degrading Treatment or Punishment; and the Internatonal Convention for the
Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearaoe (Ecuador);

93.2. Accelerate the process of ratification of the Optinal Protocol to the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discimination against Women,
the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Tawre and other Cruel,
Inhuman and Degrading Treatment or Punishment, andthe Second Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Czech
Republic);

93.3. Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention agaist Torture and
other Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment or Purishment; the Optional
Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of Al Forms of Discrimination
against Women; and the Second Optional Protocol tahe International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Brazil);

93.4. Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on he Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women; the Second Optional Protocol to
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; the Optional Protocol to
the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Intuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (France);

93.5. Sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; the Second Qgonal Protocol to
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; the Optional Protocol to
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Oscrimination against
Women; the Optional Protocol to the Convention agaist Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the International
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Convention for the Protection of All Persons from HWforced Disappearance
(Spain);

93.6. Ratify the Second Optional Protocol to Internationd Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty (Lithuania);

93.7. Continue the work towards the abolition of the deat penalty under all
circumstances and accede to the Second Optional Poool to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at he abolition of the death
penalty (Sweden);

93.8. Ratify at the earliest the Second Optional Protocoko International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights as well as ®tocol No. 13 to the
European Convention on Human Rights concerning thabolition of the death
penalty (Belgium);

93.9. Ratify at the earliest the International Conventionfor the Protection of
All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and fully ecognize the competence
of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances, as prinled for in articles 31
and 32 of the Convention (France);

93.10. Consider the possibility of ratifying the Optional Protocol to the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Culiral Rights (Palestine);

93.11. Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention agaist Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Paraguay);

93.12. Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on he Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women (Belgium)

93.13. Accede to the Optional Protocol to the Conventionmthe Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Optional Protocol to the
Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (Ukraine);

93.14. Sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convetion on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (Ireland);

93.15. Accede to the Second Optional Protocol to the Inteational Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolifon of the death penalty, and
take the necessary steps to remove the death perafrom Latvia's justice

system (Australia);

93.16. Recognize the competence of the Committee on theirgination of
Racial Discrimination to receive and consider commuications from individuals
(Ecuador);

93.17. Enlarge the mandate and allocate sufficient resouss to the Office of
the Ombudsman, as a human rights institution, and msure that it complies
with the Paris Principles (Poland);

93.18. Strengthen the mandate, functions and resources tfie Ombudsman’s
office in accordance with the Paris Principles, paicularly by endowing it with
means to act and investigate, and apply for its apeditation with the
International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the
Promotion and Protection of Human Rights (France);

93.19. Empower the Office of the Ombudsman by providing eaugh resources
to ensure its effectiveness and full compliance witthe Paris Principles
(Norway);
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93.20. Elevate the Ombudsman to an A-status national humanrights
institution in accordance with the Paris Principles(Canada);

93.21. Strengthen the capacity of the State Inspectorateof the Protection of
Children’s Rights and consider establishing an Ombdsman for children
(Norway);

93.22. Follow up on the recommendation of the Committee othe Elimination
of Discrimination against Women in order to strenghen its national system
relating to women'’s rights (Djibouti);

93.23. Adopt a comprehensive gender equality law (Poland);

93.24. Promote the inclusion in the Constitution and natimal legislation of the
definition of discrimination against women, as wellas the principle of equality
between men and women (Mexico);

93.25. Continue to strengthen efforts to combat discriminéion against
vulnerable groups, in accordance with the recommerations of the Committee
against Torture (Chile);

93.26. Improve the relevant legislation to further combat racial
discrimination and incitement to racial hatred in arder to effectively protect the
rights of ethnic minorities (China);

93.27. Intensify its efforts to combat discrimination on te basis of sexual
orientation and gender identity (Spain);

93.28. Increase efforts to combat discrimination on the gounds of sexual
orientation (United Kingdom);

93.29. Provide general information about anti-discrimination and reform the
school curricula to regularly emphasize information about gender equality,
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people anthaic minorities (Norway);

93.30. Adopt legislation that recognizes homophobic and #&nsphobic
motivation as an aggravating circumstance in the Gminal Law (Finland);

93.31. Amend the Criminal Law to recognizes hate speech ast leshian,
gay, bisexual and transgender persons (Norway);

93.32. Further strengthen measures to prevent and combat isicrimination
and hate crimes against ethnic minorities and othervulnerable groups,
including lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender psons (Brazil);

93.33. Consider legislative and administrative measures toecognize violence
on the basis of gender identity or sexual orientabn as a hate crime (United
States);

93.34. Engage in awareness-raising activities such as stmng diversity in
school curricula in order to alleviate discrimination against lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender persons (Finland);

93.35. Abolish the death penalty in the Criminal Code forall crimes and in all
times, including war (Hungary);

93.36. Completely abolish the death penalty in the Crimina Code for all
crimes, including in times of war (Austria);

93.37. Incorporate necessary reforms for the complete abition of the death
penalty (Ecuador);
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93.38. Completely abolish the death penalty (Spain);

93.39. Recognize and ensure in the legislation the rightfamational minorities

to receive information in the State and municipal ectors in their

national/mother language in the places of their copact residence (Russian
Federation);

93.40. In accordance with the recommendations of internatinal human rights
institutions, grant to non-citizens, without delay,the right to participate in the
political life of the country, including in municipal elections, and the
opportunity to enjoy all economic, social and culttal rights (Russian
Federation);

93.41. Prevent violence against Roma women and girls, inalling harassment
and abuse at school, and address the gaps in théarmal education (Islamic
Republic of Iran);

93.42. Revise its legislation to provide automatic acquisbn of citizenship by
children born to non-citizens after 21 August 1991Canada);

93.43. Follow through on the proposal to change the Citizeship Law to
provide citizenship automatically to newborn children of non-citizen parents,
unless the parents refuse it (Norway);

93.44. Seek to further decrease the number of non-citizerend to improve the
social and political rights of non-citizens (Austréia).

The recommendations below did not enjoy the supportf Latvia:

94.1. Ratify the International Convention on the Protecton of the Rights of
All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (Paraguay);

94.2. Consider the ratification of the International Convention on the
Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their
Families pursuant to recommendation 1737 of 17 Mait 2006 of the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, ofvhich Latvia is a member
(Algeria);

94.3. Promote long-term programmes and initiatives to effctively promote
full national integration and combat structural discrimination, for example by
including minority languages in official proceduresand documents, as well as
including prohibition of discrimination in the Civi | Code (Mexico);

94.4. Adopt a specific programme to safeguard the rightsof victims of
torture and ill-treatment (Islamic Republic of Iran);

94.5. Introduce legislation that recognizes the diversityof forms of families
and that provides same sex couples with the sameghits and social security as
couples of the opposite sex (Netherlands);

94.6. Adopt effective steps to promptly eliminate an unaceptable system of
non-citizenship. As a priority and urgent step, snplify the naturalization
process for persons who have reached retirement agas well as grant children
of non-citizens the right to automatically acquirecitizenship at birth (Russian
Federation);

94.7. Effectively comply with the 1954 Convention Relatig to the Status of
Stateless Persons and the 1961 Convention on thedRetion of Statelessness
and pay particular attention to the 326,906 personsonsidered as non-citizens,
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and therefore stateless persons. Pay special andgent attention and provide a
solution to this severe and current humanitarian poblem (Ecuador).

95.  All conclusions and recommendations contained in # present report reflect
the position of the submitting States and the Statander review. They should not be
construed as endorsed by the Working Group as a wiha
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