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1. The Government of Latvia welcomes the interactiialogue which took place on 5
May 2011 as part of the eleventh session of the Wbtking Group on the Universal
Periodic Review (UPR), during which Latvia receiv@@d2 recommendations from 43
countries. Latvia accepted 71 recommendations bd2@ recommendations included in
the Report on Latvia of the Working Group on UP&(mmendations No0.91.1.-91.54.; of
which 17 recommendations (N0.92.1.-92.17.) haveadly been implemented or are in the
process of implementation).

2. Having once again considered the recommendagifiesthe eleventh session of the
Working Group on UPR, Latvia provides the followimggws and kindly asks to include
these views as an addendum to the Working GroupiRep

3. Information on the implementation of the recomdwsions accepted by Latvia
(recommendations No. 91.1.-91.54. and No. 92.11-7p will be provided during the
second cycle of UPR.

4, After further examination, Latvia would like texpress its views on the
recommendations No. 93.1.-93.44., as well as on rjected recommendations
(recommendations No. 94.1.—94.7.).

Additionally examined recommendations

93.1,,93.2,,93.3,,93.4,,93.5,, 93.9,, 93.18.19,, 93.12,, 93.13,, 93.14.

Currently, Latvia cannot provide a definitive answea the eventuality of acceding
to or ratifying the following international instrients: OP-ICESCR, OP-CEDAW,
OP-CAT, ICPPED. Latvia gradually in the course ahd will evaluate the
possibility of ratifying these documents and wilbpide information about the state
of implementation of these recommendations in ad report.

93.6., 93.7.,93.8., 93.15., 93.35., 93.36., 93%3.38.

Latvia accepts these recommendations. As regaedsatification of ICCPR-OP 2,
aiming at the abolition of the death penalty, Latwiforms that on 12 July 2011 the
Government approved a legislative package on thesston to the Protocol No. 13
to the European Convention on Human Rights and &wedtal Freedoms
concerning the abolition of the death penalty incidcumstances. Following the
adoption of these draft laws by the Parliament thed entry into force, Latvia will
evaluate the possibility of ratifying ICCPR-OP 2fdrmation about the state of
implementation of this recommendation will be pdad in the next report.

93.16. Currently Latvia cannot provide a definitive answen accepting or
rejecting this recommendation. Latvia will continge-operation with the UN
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimimati by reporting on the
implementation of the provisions of ICERD. Latveadontinuously reviewing and,
if need be, adjusting national legislation to theleing standards in the field of
racial discrimination, and ensures their practiogdlementation. At the same time,
Latvia appreciates efforts and extensive expedfsie European Court of Human
Rights in the field of eliminating discriminatiors avell as co-operation with the
European Commission against Racism and Intolerance.

Accordingly, Latvia considers that it has subjectiself to comprehensive

monitoring at the international level, which incksdboth an individual complaints
mechanism and a national reporting system andsvisider review mechanisms.
Latvia fully relies on the competence of the exrigtmechanisms. The next report
will provide information on whether any changes dnaaken place in Latvia’s

position on this matter.
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93.17., 93.18., 93.19., 93.20.

Latvia partly accepts these recommendations. Latd@es not accept the
recommendation in the part concerning the needntarge the mandate of the
Ombudsman or the need to set up a national hurgatsrinstitution in compliance
with the UN Paris Principles. The Office of the Qudbman has been established
under the law, its mandate is very broad and ftdlsnplies with the Paris Principles:
Ombudsman has the right to review individual cormpéa analyse the compliance
of legal provisions with the human rights standaadd to submit an application to
courts.

The Ombudsman can act on the basis of a complainpen his/her own initiative
and has a major role in raising human rights awesgnThe Parliament elects the
Ombudsman for the term of five years. The Ombudssn&trategy for 2011-2013
sets amongst the institution’s priorities launchihg procedure for its accreditation
to the National Human Rights Institutions Interoatil Coordinating Committee. In
the next report, Latvia will provide information omeasures taken to further
strengthen the Ombudsman’s Office within availatddonal budget resources.

93.21. The recommendation can be accepted in part. Latvtzpts the part on
strengthening the capacity of the State Inspeatdmtthe Protection of Children’s
Rights within available national budget resourcie$prmation on the measures
taken will be provided in the next report. At then® time, Latvia rejects the
recommendation to consider establishing an Ombudsfoa children, as the
functions of the Ombudsman for children are perainby the Ombudsman’s
Office which is assigned authority over all humahts matters, including those of
the children’s rights protection.

93.22. Latvia accepts the recommendation (similarly t@ ttecommendation
N0.91.18). Latvia has ratified CEDAW and adherestizer binding international
law which forbids the discrimination of women. Undbe Constitution, all human
beings are equal irrespective of their gendertdmext report, Latvia will provide
information on steps taken to further strengthea tiational system for the
protection of women'’s rights.

93.23., 93.24Latvia rejects the recommendations as, insteaadopting a general
gender equality law, it has chosen a different eppn — to integrate anti-
discriminatory provisions into sectoral laws. Swagbproach is consistent with the
Latvian legal tradition and is no less effectivanththe comprehensive law approach.
Latvia will continue providing information on proiting gender equality in the next
report.

93.25. Latvia accepts the recommendation and will furthrgensify efforts to
combat discrimination against vulnerable groupse Tonstitution guarantees that
all human beings in Latvia are equal before the ¢ad the courts, human rights
shall be implemented without discrimination of akipd. The provisions on the
prohibition of discrimination and differential tt@aent have also been included in
sectoral laws. National legislation provides fomawistrative liability and criminal
liability for violating the prohibition of discrinmation. Latvia will continue
providing information concerning combating discniaiion in its next report.

93.26. Latvia rejects the recommendation. Latvia belietheg the Criminal Law
and other laws provide for adequate regulatiorh@nfteld of combating racial and
hate crime. Latvian legislation criminalises aciaf intentionally inciting national,
ethnic or racial hatred or disharmony as requingditiicle 4 of ICERD and the 28
January 2003 Additional Protocol to the Europeamv@ation on Cybercrime
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concerning the criminalisation of acts of a raeistl xenophobic nature committed
through computer systems.

Racial discrimination and incitement to racial bdtrare not only regarded as a
separate crime, but the Criminal Law also defirasst motive as an aggravating
circumstance. Moreover, racial discrimination igeefively prohibited also in other
laws (for instance, Civil law, Labour Law), and thétims are provided with
accessible and effective mechanisms for protectivayr rights. In recent years,
Latvia has succeeded in cutting back on the nuraberstances of national, ethnic
and racial hatred, which is demonstrated by stegishn initiated criminal cases
concerning incitement to national, ethnic and dadiatred or disharmony.
Notwithstanding the rejection of this recommendatibatvia will provide further
information in its next report on the measures nakewards combating racial
discrimination.

93.27.,93.28 atvia accepts the recommendations. Under the @otish, all
human beings are equal. The principle of equalég lalso been integrated in
sectoral laws, for instance, in the Labour Law.viatwill continue providing
information on combating discrimination based orspe’s sexual orientation in its
next report.

93.29., 93.34Latvia accepts the recommendations and at the semeeindicates
that educational measures are carried out conaghuoth hate crime against LGBT
persons and the issues of intolerance, racism atiSamitism. Besides, it should
be noted that the issues of anti-discriminatiomdge equality and human rights,
including the issues of sexual minorities, haveady been included in the school
curricula. Latvia will include information on theqvision of general information on
anti-discrimination issues in its next report.

93.30. Currently, Latvia cannot provide a definitive answethe recommendation
to sanction under the Criminal Law homophobic arghdphobic crime. Such
amendments would require an open public debatettandhearing of the views of
groups concerned. At the same time, the StatiedPisl considering possibilities to
introduce a special programme that would enableresigent to report a hate crime.
In its next report, Latvia will provide informatioon the development of this
discussion.

93.31. Currently, Latvia cannot provide a definitive answethe recommendation

to amend the Criminal Law in order to sanction refieech against LGBT persons
(to include sexual orientation in the definition ldite crime). Discussions on this
issue have not yet been held and currently no aments to legislation have been
planned. In its next report, Latvia will provideformation on the development in
this matter.

93.32. Latvia accepts the recommendation. The Constituttmd other laws
contain the principles of equality and the proldit of discrimination. Besides,
work on the transposition of relevant European Wdraati-discrimination directives
is under way. Within its mandate, the Police wilintinue efforts in combating
discrimination. In recent years, Latvia has suceded cutting back on the number
of instances of national, ethnic and racial hatreliich is demonstrated by statistics
on instituted criminal cases concerning incitementnational, ethnic and racial
hatred or disharmony. At the same time, the Palmeperate with LGBT activists
by providing security measures during LGBT publiemts.

93.33. At this point, Latvia cannot provide a definitivanswer to the
recommendation on recognizing violence on the basigender identity or sexual
orientation as a hate crime. Discussions on thligeishave not yet taken place and
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currently no amendments to legislation have beamr@d. At the same time, no
violence has been reported against homosexualrandgender persons as such. In
its next report, Latvia will provide information atevelopments in this matter.

93.39. The recommendation cannot be accepted. Under thesti@dion, the
Latvian language is the official language in Latviche Official Language Law
prescribes the use of the official language foord&keeping and documents in State
and local government institutions, courts and jiadinstitutions, State and local
government undertakings, and companies where rshpme of capital is owned by
the State or a local government. Correspondenceotired type of communication
with foreign states may take place in a foreignglaage. At the same time, the
Latvian legislation provides for exceptions whefoimation should be provided to
a person in a language other than the official uagg to ensure that the human
rights of those persons are observed. In its repant Latvia will continue providing
information on this issue.

93.40. The recommendation is to be partly rejected. Laimdicates that this

recommendation has already been partly implemertedause non-citizens are
granted economic, social and cultural rights, ab asa number of political rights,

for instance, the right to join political partiesdaexercise their freedom of speech
and assembly, thus participating in political lif®ne of the most significant

instruments for promoting participation in decisimaking process is local

government councils and commissions for the matbérsociety integration and

non-citizens.

Latvia's position remains unchanged as dgmanting non-citizens the right to
participate in municipal elections; the right tote’ds seen as an integral part of
citizenship. This position complies with internai#d law and the existing practice.
Non-citizens are ensured practical and effectiveess to the naturalisation process,
which so far has been used by more than 140,00€itizens. Latvia accentuates
that non-citizen’s status is a temporary status thod obtaining citizenship is the
most effective way of expanding the scope of arviddal’s rights. In its next
report, Latvia will provide further information dhis matter.

93.41. The recommendation can be partly accepted, as tmpetent state

institutions which co-operate with Education auities, schools, non-governmental
organisations and the Roma Culture Society do ragsgss any information
concerning the statement contained in the recomatamd At the same time it

should be noted that regular monitoring is beingied out regarding the education
opportunities and the quality of education for Ropupils: statistical data about
Roma pupils, education programmes and learningegehients are gathered from
all education establishments.

Schools are urged to provide additional assistanceases when pupils have
difficulties with learning specific subjects. A nber of pre-school and general
education establishments provide opportunitieg#orl about the Romany language,
Roma culture and traditions through informal edacatEducation establishments
also involve parents of Roma pupils in informal eation. Several local
governments ensure that education establishmernglkbgrRoma teaching assistants.
Latvian project on Roma Teaching Assistants has beeognized by the Council of
Europe as an example of good practice. Latvia d#dp continue these measures.
In its next report Latvia will provide further infmation on this matter.

93.42., 93.43The recommendations are to be partly rejected.idabminds that the
defined circle of citizens is an integral part cdavereign state. Latvia would like to
emphasize that, presently, all non-citizens, inicigdhe children of non-citizens, are
guaranteed a practical and effective access to idmtwitizenship through
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registration and/or naturalisation, which has sobfeen used by more than 140,000
non-citizens. This number as such already demdastrine effectiveness of the
process of citizenship and naturalisation.

At the same time it should be noted that on 5 201 the Government approved a
number of regulations aimed at further simplifioatiof administrative procedures
of acquiring of Latvian citizenship, including gtamg Latvian citizenship to
children born to non-citizens and stateless persbméts next report Latvia will
provide further information on this matter.

93.44. The recommendation can be partly accepted. Latvilaseek to further
decrease the number of non-citizens. Further measwill be undertaken for the
facilitation and optimization of the naturalizatigmocess, as well as for society
integration. It must be indicated that non-citizeme ensured economic, social and
cultural rights, as well as a number of politidghts. At the same time, it should be
noted that the state policy is to take care ofwtb#-being of all its residents. In the
next report Latvia will provide further informatiam this matter.

Recommendations already rejected by Latvia (N0.21.—94.7.)

94.1.,94.2. Latvia rejects the recommendations to ratify ICRM\Womestic
legislation already guarantees most of the rightduded in the said Convention;
Latvia has also acceded to a number of interndtlegal instruments which provide
a broad framework for the protection of migrantghts. Ratification of this
convention is not on the agenda of the present (Aovent.

94.3. Latvia rejects the recommendation. From 2001, thgonal programme
Society Integration in Latvia has been in force. Draft Guidelines for National
Identity and Society Integration have been preparetlas of 10 August 2011 public
consultations have been launched with the aim pfawving the draft.

With regard to including the prohibition of disciimation in the Civil Law, Latvia
indicates that the Constitution and other lawstidel provision concerning a general
prohibition of discrimination; besides, the work the transposition of the relevant
European Union’s anti-discrimination directivesuisderway. The already adopted
legislative amendments are sufficient and additi@mendments to the Civil Law
are not required.

As regards the use non-official languages in dfiggrocedures and documents,
Latvia indicates that under the Constitution theavlem language is the official

language in Latvia. Under the Official Language |.awState and local government
institutions, courts and judicial institutions, f&ta and local government

undertakings, and companies where major sharepitht@s owned by the State or a
local government, the official language shall beecdudor record-keeping and
documents. At the same time, Latvian legislationvjutes for exceptions when
information should be provided to a person in aglege other than the official

language to ensure that the human rights of thessops are observed.

94.4. Either in short or in medium tertratvia is not planning to adopt a specific
programme to safeguard the rights of victims ofuier and ill-treatment. To date, no
criminal offence involving torture has been recardi@ Latvia. Neither have
international monitoring mechanisms indicated #way practices of torture existed
in Latvia. In any case, victims of crimes have ascéo various rehabilitation
services, which would also be accessible for vistwh torture and ill-treatment, as
well as the right to receive state compensatiorviftims.
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94.5. The recommendation cannot be accepted. Latviarsl&igin recognizes
marriage as a union between a man and a woman.

94.6. Latvia rejects the recommendation. Latvia reiteyate consistent position
that the defined circle of citizens is an integpalrt of a sovereign state. Non-
citizen’s status is a temporary status. Latvia wdike to emphasize that, presently,
all non-citizens, including the children of nonio#ins, are guaranteed a practical
and effective access to Latvian citizenship throtegfistration and/or naturalisation,
which has so far been used by more than 140,00&iti@aans. This number as such
already demonstrates the effectiveness of the psocef citizenship and
naturalisation.

94.7.  Latvia rejects the recommendation. The status ¢¥i&s non-citizen is a
specific legal status with temporary character thas emerged under specific
historical circumstances, when Latvia regainedritteependence after 50 years of
Soviet occupation and shortly afterwards the USS&lficeased to exist.

Latvia’s non-citizens cannot be compared with atheplegal status of a person as
defined in international law. Latvian non-citizeoannot be regarded as stateless
persons in the meaning of the 1954 Conventioninglab the Status of Stateless

Persons, as protection afforded to non-citizerfaridoroader than what is required

by the Convention for stateless persons.

Non-citizens of Latvia is the only category of degits who are not Latvian citizens,
but who enjoy the right to reside in Latwaa lege (all others require a residence
permit) and an immediate right to acquire citizepstimrough registration and/or
naturalisation (depending on age). Likewise, Latwalertakes certain obligations
with regard to these persons: guarantees diplomatiection abroad, as well as the
right to return to Latvia and not to be extradifezin Latvia.




