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Introduction

1. The Working Group on the Universal Periodic ReviéWPR), established in
accordance with Human Rights Council resolution &/18 June 2007, held its eleventh
session from 2 to 13 May 2011. The review of Belgiwas held at the 1st meeting on 2
May 2011. The delegation of Belgium was headed taweh Vanackere, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs. At its btmeeting, held on 4 May 2011, the
Working Group adopted the report on Belgium.

2. On 21 June 2010, the Human Rights Council seletiedfollowing group of
rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review ofl@iam: Cuba, Japan and Nigeria.

3. In accordance with paragraph 15 of the annex toluden 5/1, the following
documents were issued for the review of Belgium:

(@) A national report submitted/written presemtatinade in accordance with
paragraph 15 (a) (A\HRC/WG.6/11/BEL/1);

(b) A compilation prepared by OHCHR in accordamdgéh paragraph 15 (b)
(AJHRC/WG.6/11/BEL/2);

(¢) A summary prepared by OHCHR in accordance witltagraph 15 (c)
(AJHRC/WG.6/11/BEL/3).

4. A list of questions prepared in advance by the 8zZRepublic, Denmark, France,

the Netherlands, Norway, Slovenia, Sweden and thieetd Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland was transmitted to Belgium throutje troika. These questions are
available on the extranet of the UPR.

Summary of the proceedings of the review proces

Presentation by the State under review

5. In introducing the presentation, Steven Vanazkéeputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs, stressed the imporarthat Belgium attached to human rights
and the universal periodic review.

6. Belgium was a federal State structured in suelaw that responsibility for the full
realization of human rights was shared among diffedevels of authority: the federal
State, the Communities and the Regions. The fattBblgium had three official languages
enhanced its cultural wealth but sometimes posadtipal problems. Those aspects of the
national situation needed to be borne in mind oheotto properly evaluate the action taken
by the Belgian authorities in regard to human sght

7. Belgium considered that, on balance, the outcofmiés human rights efforts was
positive. Fundamental rights were enshrined in @oastitution and upheld in practice.
There was, of course, still room for improvement.

8. Belgium was already party to the main internaldiuman rights treaties, and it was
on the way to ratifying several other treaties afl.w

9. The creation of a national human rights ingtitutin accordance with the Paris
Principles was under consideration.



A/HRC/18/3

10.  Specific legislative and other measures hach baken to combat all forms of
discrimination, including discrimination on the grals of gender, the national concept of
“race”, religion, sexual orientation and disability

11. Women’s and children’s rights were also an irtgot concern, as reflected in the
launch of a national reform programme which inchid®easures to promote gender
equality in the labour market and in the recerditdihment of a parliamentary commission
to investigate the sexual abuse of minors in ther€h

12. The Minister described at some length the bkl associated with prison
overcrowding and the shortage of facilities forlasyseekers, as well as the action being
taken to resolve those problems.

13. He concluded by stressing that Belgium’s natioeport had been drawn up in close
cooperation with civil society.

B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the Statender review

14.  During the interactive dialogue, 49 delegatiorele statements. Recommendations
made during the dialogue are to be found in sediiarfi the present report. A number of
delegations welcomed the participative approachirafting the national report and the
commitment showed by Belgium to the UPR mechanism

15. India took positive note of initiatives mentamhin the national report. It inquired
about steps taken to address concerns regardimgindisation against foreigners and
minorities; the observation that foreigners recgiveore severe sentences in the penal
system; the lack of official recognition of mindeis and the lack of a provision declaring
illegal organizations that incite racial discrintiios; and a restrictive definition of child
pornography. India made a recommendation.

16. Algeria welcomed the launch of a National Asti®lan against Racism and
congratulated Belgium for its efforts towards tlaification of most international human
rights instruments. It inquired why the 59 measunetuded in its federal plan to combat
poverty did not succeed in improving the situatidlyeria made recommendations.

17. Canada stated that Belgium could make furthgrrovements to combat sexual

exploitation of children. Canada also believed tRatgium should continue its action to

combat violence against women. It was aware ottreerns raised by the Human Rights
Commissioner of the Council of Europe and the EeaspCommission over racism and

intolerance, particularly discrimination based anduage in the Flemish region. Canada
made recommendations.

18. The Republic of Moldova welcomed the activitie the Centre for Equal
Opportunity and Action to Combat Racism. It rechltbat the Committee on the Rights of
the Child encouraged Belgium to pursue its inteomal cooperation aimed at preventing
and punishing sexual exploitation of children. leleomed the establishment of the
National Commission for the Rights of the Child ardalled the recommendations by the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination aggti Women on gender equality. The
Republic of Moldova made recommendations.

19. The Russian Federation stated that the inféomaollected by the United Nations
demonstrated the concerns of treaty bodies regardhist/anti-Semitic activities and
statements of an Islamophobic nature. There wasaatimension of discrimination against
foreigners and representatives of national andiethminorities, migrant workers and
members of their families, members of Muslim saegetand the Roma. The Russian
Federation made recommendations.
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20. Hungary welcomed the timely submission by Betgiof its reports to treaty bodies.
While asking for the implementation of the natiomation plan for children, it noted with
satisfaction the constitutional provisions on clelds rights. Hungary referred to the
importance of language diversity and was concethatihealth workers remained unaware
of legal provisions prohibiting female genital ntation. Hungary made recommendations.

21. The Czech Republic appreciated the measurgsteatiby Belgium to enhance its
legal and institutional mechanisms aimed at comigatacial discrimination. However, it
noted that de facto discrimination against persbefonging to ethnic and national
minorities, in particular migrant workers and memsbef their families, still existed among
some sectors of the population. The Czech Repuidide recommendations.

22. Austria asked what additional measures had lzetpted regarding reports of
excessive use of force by the police. It also retpeeinformation on the Master Plan to
improve conditions of detention and on the timefimethe adoption and implementation of
the national action plan against domestic violen2810-2014. Austria made
recommendations.

23.  France inquired on deadlines relating to thification of various international

human rights instruments. It recalled that the Cdttes on the Elimination of Racial

Discrimination noted that Belgian law did not preifor disbanding organizations inciting
racial hatred. France mentioned the proposals rbgda Parliamentary Commission of
Inquiry in its report on sexual abuse against childin March 2011. France made
recommendations.

24.  Thailand commended Belgium for its commitmeanitomote and protect human
rights for all, particularly the vulnerable grougsailand noted its efforts to strengthen its
penal system and administration of justice. Thallappreciated its active role in the
humanitarian field and welcomed its action planctmmbat trafficking in persons, in

addition to its support to the activities of theitdd Nations High Commissioner for

Refugees. Thailand made recommendations.

25.  Estonia noted that Belgium was party to allmaiman rights instruments and fully
cooperated with special procedures. It encouragadilBn to continue efforts to combat
domestic violence. Estonia asked for additionabrimfation on poverty reduction and
inquired whether the situation of low-income grotyasl improved with the implementation
of the Federal Poverty Reduction plan. It also dsigout the process of the ratification of
OPCAT.

26.  The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northéreland referred to the positive

contribution to the human rights situation of trstablishment of a national human rights
institution. It inquired as to how Belgium will adgss the situation of asylum-seekers who
did not enjoy their right to housing and the chpltection gaps in its legislation. It noted

the absence of comprehensive legislation to pratechen from domestic abuse and the
resurgence of anti-Semitic and racist acts. TheéddriKingdom made recommendations.

27. Poland appreciated Belgium’'s commitment to eoation with the United Nations
special procedures and the Office of the High Cossimner for Human Rights. Poland
welcomed numerous developments in the legal artdutisnal system. Poland, however,
referred to the finding of the Committee on the HRsgof the Child that there were still
areas where further steps should be taken in dodensure children’s rights. Poland made
recommendations.

28. Slovenia asked for information on the impleraéoh of the second phase of the
World Programme for Human Rights Education. It alsked about followup to the
recommendations of the Committee on Economic, $acid Cultural Rights to officially

recognize the need to protect the cultural diversitminorities and consider ratifying the
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Council of Europe Framework Convention for the Bectibn of National Minorities.
Slovenia made a recommendation.

29. Egypt inquired about any visits by special poaes to be organised. While
recognizing the legal apparatus to combat racisthxamophobia and that the fight against
racism was among Belgium’s priorities, Egypt expegsconcerns at the lack of specific
provisions prohibiting the promotion and incitemetat racial discrimination. Egypt
expressed concern over the federal implementatiopoticies addressing child sexual
exploitation and over the ban on headscarves in@dshEgypt made recommendations.

30. Afghanistan welcomed the establishment of taéddal Commission for the Rights
of the Child in 2005 and steps taken to promoteakgpportunities and combat racism. It
took note that some challenges in the fields ofRights of the Child and gender equality
still remained on the ground. Afghanistan askedtwheher measures Belgium took to
combat racism. Afghanistan made recommendations.

31. Indonesia welcomed the fact that a monitorirggimanism to forcible removals was
being developed and that efforts were being madad®ase the number and quality of
facilities for asylum-seekers. It also commendefref to combat racism, in particular
through action by the Centre for Equal Opporturgiyd Action to Combat Racism.
Indonesia made recommendations.

32.  While commending Belgium on the adoption ofation plan to combat trafficking

in human beings, Germany asked how Belgium hadveatl up on the recommendations
by the Human Rights Committee to address the iseifit means to assist victims of
trafficking. Germany also inquired on how Belgiuolléwed up on the Committee on the
Rights of the Child’s recommendation on the stdtéeanlth of children from the most

disadvantaged families and on punishing corporaigbument.

33. Sweden welcomed the positive developments degarrefugees and asylum-

seekers in Belgium. It, however, noted the poord@@ns in closed centres for migrants
and the occurrence of use of excessive force dwimylsion of migrants. Sweden asked
Belgium to elaborate on further measures to enhtimezeonditions for asylum-seekers and
migrants. It also asked Belgium to elaborate on dhestion of prison overcrowding.

Sweden made recommendations.

34. Portugal referred to the observations of then@dtee on the Rights of the Child on

female genital mutilation and the fact that the [aehibiting this practice remained largely

unknown. It asked about steps taken to raise awaseand combat the practice. Portugal
noted that a national human rights commission had yet been established. It made
recommendations.

35. Belgium reported that the possibility of cragta national human rights institution
was under consideration and that existing speeidlimuman rights mechanisms were being
analysed with that aim in mind.

36. Belgium was on the verge of ratifying the Inetional Convention for the
Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappeaeaand had begun the process of
ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Internatibr@ovenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights. Belgium was not in a position &tify the International Convention on the
Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers aiMembers of Their Families because
that instrument conferred the same rights on undected migrant workers as on
documented ones, which contravened European aimhakmigration policies.

37. Belgium looked forward to ratifying the Optidfaotocol to the Convention against
Torture. As to the establishment of a national prgéive mechanism, Belgium was
exploring the possibility of expanding the mandaftene of its existing institutions, among
other options.
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38.  When Belgium had signed the Framework Convarftio the Protection of National
Minorities of the Council of Europe, it had madeeaervation with a view to subsequently
defining the term “national minority”. No such d&fion had been agreed upon in Belgium
as yet, however.

39. Belgium stood ready to re-examine its declanastiand reservations regarding
international human rights instruments in order dietermine whether they were still
pertinent and justified and, if they were found twbe, to withdraw them.

40. Three laws against racism, discrimination aecial of the Holocaust, together with

the 2004 National Plan of Action, formed the maigstof the fight against discrimination

and against the incitement of hatred. Belgium hsepped up its efforts to combat

xenophobia, anti-Semitism and Islamophobia. Measta#en to that end included the
establishment of monitoring and surveillance uriltg, creation of a cyberhate crimes unit
and the prosecution of offenders in the courts.

41.  Political parties could not be banned undergiel law and did not have legal

personality. Members of political parties coulddresecuted, however, for acts of violence
or discrimination and for inciting hatred. Partmsuld also be denied public funding, and
their individual associations could be dissolved.

42.  There were no legal provisions either prohilitor authorizing the use of veils in
schools. Schools were free to incorporate provssiom the subject into their own rules in
line with their particular educational philosophfParents’ freedom of choice was
guaranteed both de jure and de facto.

43.  With a prison occupancy rate of 118 per ceatgidm definitely had a problem with
overcrowding, especially in the case of personageéild in pretrial detention. A number
of measures were being taken to address the situatew prisons had been opened; some
prisoners had been temporarily moved to facilittest had been leased in the Netherlands;
non-custodial alternatives, early-release prograsanedectronic monitoring and limited
sentences were being used; and international agrgemvere being entered into on the
transfer of inmates to their country of origin.

44.  Since 2000, Belgium had repealed an article tad allowed minors to be held in
prison for up to 15 days. Minors aged 16 or ovarla@de tried as adults only for serious
crimes in cases where the regulations on the pioteof young people were inapplicable.
Under-age offenders were held in closed centresenthey received special support.

45. A sharp increase in demand had overwhelmedetbeption facilities for asylum-
seekers. Between 2007 and 2011, the number of @esgeking asylum had risen by
approximately 120 per cent. Over the same peri@iigiBm had increased the capacity of
its reception facilities by almost 50 per cent.

46. Any excessive use of force by police officers grisons, whether during the
expulsion of foreigners or in any other case, waisighed by means of the application of
disciplinary and judicial measures. Police behawigtas overseen by the legislature
(through the Standing Committee on the SupervisibRolice Services (Committee P)),
the judiciary and the executive (through the Genbrspectorate of Federal and Local
Police).

47. Belarus stated that it had positively assesthed broad scale of obligations
undertaken by Belgium under international humahtsgreaties. Belarus, however, noted
the low level of cooperation between the specialcpdures and Belgium, especially in
answering to their questionnaires. Belgium had ame& only five out of 26
guestionnaires. Belarus made recommendations.
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48. Mexico commended efforts made to protect humghts in the country. It
particularly noted budgetary measures adopted eéedsp the justice system, to promote
the participation of women in the public life, ande full cooperation with special
procedures. It also noted that some challengé®xziiited, in particular in the fields of non-
discrimination and inclusion of minorities. Mexiatade recommendations.

49, Pakistan noted that the Committee on the Ehtion of Racial Discrimination
expressed concerns in 2008 that Belgium had noptadoany legislation to implement
Article 4 of the International Convention on theinghation of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination. Pakistan wished to know how it ied to check activities of these racist
organizations that might be detrimental to the reffdo build a tolerant society. Pakistan
made recommendations.

50. The United States of America commended Belgfomproposing measures to
combat employment discrimination but mentioned reggbdiscrimination against members
of ethnic minorities and de facto discriminatioraegt migrant workers, members of the
Muslim community and Roma. It expressed concernr aanditions in prisons and

detention facilities. The United States made recenghations.

51. The Islamic Republic of Iran expressed its eons over a number of human rights
issues, including the increase in Islamophobic r&mamultiple discrimination faced by
Muslim girls resulting from the ban of headscarwesschools; de facto discrimination
against certain foreigners and persons belongirgghoic and national minorities; the high
number of child abuse cases; ill-treatment of dews by prison staff, prison
overcrowding, and the lack of adequate prison heait. The Islamic Republic of Iran
made recommendations.

52.  Australia noted the challenges faced by Belgimeiuding prison overcrowding and
excessive use of force by the police. It welcomke &action plan to combat human
trafficking and commended the ratification of ther@ention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities and its Optional Protocol in 2009. fasia also welcomed efforts to combat
racism and to promote gender equality. It encoutaBelgium to establish a national
human rights commission. Australia made recomménat

53. Argentina congratulated Belgium for measurest tlvere being implemented to
improve the situation of minorities as well as othgeasures on human rights issues. It
made a recommendation.

54.  The Netherlands noted that gender equalityamassue and expressed its interest in
the quotas established in 2002. It expressed cosiaerer the slow judiciary system and
regional discrepancies in the way justice was athtéred and noted the measures which
had been introduced in this respect. It echoedamscof the Committee on the Rights of
the Child over trade in war material in regions wehehildren took part in hostilities. The
Netherlands made recommendations.

55. Norway commended Belgium for its efforts inldhen’s rights, combating of
racism, gender equality, and the rights of lesbimy, bisexual and transgender people, and
for incorporating human rights in the Constitutiohlthough Belgium reacted swiftly
during the asylum crisis this winter and improvkd situation of asylum-seekers living on
the streets, Norway had concerns over Belgium’k #cstructural capacity in receiving
asylum seekers. Norway made recommendations.

56. Spain asked whether Belgium had the intentiofolow up on and avoid as much
as possible measures that impose obligations coincelanguage as a condition to accede
to social benefits related to housing. It also iregi if Belgium had the intention to
elaborate an action plan for the promotion andqmtain of human rights. Spain made
recommendations.
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57. Uzbekistan recalled the treaty bodies’ concenres discrimination against women
and gender inequalities, notably relating to femaligrants and women belonging to
minorities. It also mentioned the lack of provisocriminalizing organisations promoting
racial discrimination and the spread of Islamophahi the press and by political parties.
Uzbekistan referred to the draft proposal to privhiBo-Nazi demonstrations. Uzbekistan
made recommendations.

58. Japan commended Belgium for its active commitnte human rights promotion

and expected that it would continue to implementasoees in accordance with its
international obligations. Japan welcomed Belgiume®orts on gender equality but

expressed concerns over persistent unequal treatdapan welcomed the steps being
taken to address racial discrimination but echoedcerns by the Committee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination. Japan madeammendations.

59. Brazil expressed concern over the persistehtate speech and the resurgence of
racist acts. It noted that differences between ar@hwomen persisted, particularly in the
labour market. Brazil also noted that domestic arick persists and that comprehensive
legislation in this regard has not yet been adaopteghcouraged Belgium to pursue action
to raise awareness of its past shared with AfBcazil made recommendations.

60. The Democratic Republic of the Congo welcomational human rights policies
regarding civil, political, economic, social andltaual rights. It noted with regret the
increase of racial discrimination and intoleranoeards foreigners and echoed concerns
over the conditions of detention of irregular migia It also mentioned the absence of a
Government for a long period and inquired aboutiltesachieved by the Centre for Equal
Opportunity and Action to Combat Racism. It madsoremendations.

61. Belgium repeated its open standing invitatmalt special procedures.

62. Belgium confirmed that the procedure for giviBwddhism the status of a
recognized religion should be completed in 2012.

63.  While it was true that corporal punishment watsa specific offence under Belgian

law, a number of criminal provisions were dirediplicable to acts of that nature. There
were also a number of preventive, warning and @sge mechanisms in place to protect
children.

64. Belgium had ratified the Optional Protocol b tConvention on the Rights of the
Child on the sale of children, child prostitutiomdachild pornography and had submitted its
initial report on the implementation of the Protbtmthe Committee on the Rights of the
Child in June 2010. The Protocol was being implet@efoth at the federal level and at the
level of the Communities and Regions.

65. The National Commission on the Rights of thddOhas responsible for the follow-
up and implementation of the recommendations of Goenmittee on the Rights of the
Child.

66. Since 2003, the federal authorities, civil sbciand public and private enterprises
had been working together to prevent the prostitutif children abroad. Awareness-raising
campaigns against the sexual exploitation of céildiad been launched.

67. Belgian law prohibited the export of weaponsctwuntries that recruited child
soldiers. Belgium had proposed the inclusion opec#ic reference to the issue of child
soldiers in the international arms treaty currebtyng negotiated.

68. The effort to combat violence against women avasiority for both the police and
the judiciary. Although conjugal violence was nosgecific offence under the Criminal
Code, Belgian law had a comprehensive set of camimovisions for combating it. In
2010, Belgium had adopted the National Plan of @&ctigainst Domestic Violence, whose
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expanded scope of action includes genital mutitatihonour crimes” and forced
marriages.

69.  Special instruction on the subject of femaleitgé mutilation was provided to health
and early-childhood workers.

70. Participation by both men and women in all breas of the executive, at the federal,
regional and local levels, was provided for in Belgian Constitution. The percentage of
women in elected office had risen after the rediaractions of 2009 and the federal
elections of 2010.

71. Belgium was grateful that Norway and Spain healight up the issue of the rights
of leshian, gay, bisexual and transgender peopidgilBn was very active in promoting
their rights at both the national and internatidesels.

72.  The national poverty rate stood at 15 per cend a statistical tool, the annual
“poverty barometer”, had been introduced. Belgiumsworking to combat poverty and
aimed to reduce the number of persons at risk e¢iy by 380,000 by 2020.

73.  The Belgian Constitution and several other Belgaws guaranteed equal treatment
for persons with disabilities and protected theraigt discrimination. Complaints were
handled by the Centre for Equal Opportunities amd3ition to Racism. Belgium had
ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persorth Wiisabilities and the Optional Protocol
to the Convention and would be presenting itsahigport that summer.

74.  Despite improvements on the legislative frontl &he preventive action that had
been taken, discrimination persisted, especialbirej the Roma. A national strategy for
the inclusion of the Roma was needed to addregsrtigem.

75. Palestine noted that Belgium had given attentiothe respect of asylum-seekers’
and aliens’ rights, in addition to their integratiin the society. Since 1981, Belgium
formulated a legal framework to combat racism aedaphobia as well as the law that
repressed racially motivated acts. Palestine calfgzh Belgium to continue and intensify
its efforts to protect human rights. Palestine mag@mmendations.

76. Morocco welcomed the measures adopted for tldeqiion of migrants and

inquired about efforts made to promote their indign. It also inquired as to the
composition and mandate of the Centre for Equal dBtppity and Action to Combat

Racism. Morocco welcomed the legal apparatus tonpte the freedom of religion and
noted with satisfaction efforts made on human sgéducation. Morocco asked for more
information regarding the 2009 Diversity Chartegr&id by the police. Morocco made a
recommendation.

77. Chile expressed appreciation for the activetigpation of civil society in the
elaboration of the national report. It also hightigd that human rights education, tolerance,
gender equality, and the respect for diversity waneintegral part of the educational
system’s programmes. Chile made recommendations.

78.  Nigeria acknowledged Belgium’s recognition bé timportance of respecting the
rights of migrants. Nigeria also noted the stefpeiiaby Belgium to combat unemployment
and increase labour force participation. Nigerisswaowever, concerned at the marginal
role retained by the Aliens Office for deciding asylum applications and noted that the
Council for Alien Disputes did not have investigati powers. Nigeria made

recommendations.

79. Ecuador expressed appreciation for the impogtagiven by Belgium to the UPR
process, its constructive participation in the psscand the broad consultations undertaken
within the country, which demonstrate the importamd human rights in the country’s
public agenda. Ecuador made recommendations.

10 GE.11-14583
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80. Slovakia highlighted the exemplary cooperatmnBelgium with regional and

international human rights mechanisms and commemigdium for dedicating a great
deal of resources to protecting the rights of miggalt also commended Belgium’s efforts
in improving the living conditions in its peniteaty facilities. Slovakia made

recommendations.

81. Turkey attached importance to the finding o tdational Institute of Criminal
Statistics and Criminology that foreigners in thenal system received more severe
sentences than people of Belgian origin. It welcdri® ongoing public debate regarding
the establishment of an independent national hurigirs institution. It also shared its
concerns over discrimination in accessing the labooarket. Turkey made a
recommendation.

82.  South Africa inquired about steps taken to estlrconcerns expressed by CERD
over the lack of specific provisions declaring géé and prohibiting organizations

promoting racial discrimination. It also noted ththe Human Rights Committee had
expressed concerns about the resurgence of anttiSeand racist acts. South Africa

thanked Belgium for the positive role it played idgr the World Conference Against

Racism and made recommendations.

83.  Burkina Faso welcomed Belgium’s commitmenttfe promotion and protection of

human rights and its standing cooperation with sppgrocedures. Burkina Faso remained
open to share experience and best practices withiuBe Burkina Faso encouraged
Belgium to consolidate its human rights promotiatiqy and made recommendations.

84. Malaysia commended Belgium for being a partg tsignificant number of human
rights instruments. It noted that several treatgi®® had made observations on issues
related to racism and racial discrimination anduired whether Belgium intended to
follow up on those recommendations to curb the apref racial hatred and related
phenomenon and to strengthen measures to prevednt@nbat xenophobia and racial
prejudice. Malaysia made recommendations.

85. Bangladesh recalled that Belgium hosted thedTdhnited Nations Conference on
Least Developed Countries (LDC Ill) in 2001. It edtthat that the commitment made
during the 2001 Brussels Programme of Action fordsDand the committed net Official
Development Assistance up to 0.7 per cent of GOPriwd been fully realized. Bangladesh
also noted concerns by treaty bodies regardingidistation based on race, religion and
incidents of hate speech. Bangladesh made reconatiensl.

86.  Djibouti noted the contribution of Belgium teetconsolidation of the Human Rights
Council. Djibouti made recommendations.

87. China commended Belgium on its progress inieatidg poverty and ensuring the

right to housing and education. It also noted tifigres made in promoting gender equality,

ensuring the rights of migrants, and eradicatirgatadiscrimination. China asked Belgium

to elaborate on the specific measures for the tigttousing and education to be enjoyed
equally by the Roma and other minority groups.

88. Kyrgyzstan welcomed the amendments to the @otish, which guaranteed the
best interests of the child and gender equalitglisited the death penalty and guaranteed
protection for foreigners commensurate with th&ralied to Belgian nationals. Kyrgyzstan
made recommendations.

89. Guatemala highlighted the emphasis given taothst interests of the child and the
guarantees of the right to education and medicsik@sice. It requested information on
measures adopted for the integration of foreigrsgrsas to attain an intercultural and
cohesive society. It urged Belgium to refrain framaking distinctions between regular and

GE.11-14583 11
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irregular migrants. It also urged the establishnwr national human rights mechanism.
Guatemala made a recommendation.

90. Freedom of religion and freedom of expressi@mewprotected under the Belgian
Constitution. Islam had been a recognized religioBelgium since 1974. Belgium had a
wide array of legislative weapons for combatingcdisination and hate crimes that were
committed on the basis of religious or philosophigaliefs, and those provisions were
effectively applied by the courts. A report issumdthe Centre for Equal Opportunities and
Opposition to Racism, which monitored cases ofislphobia, showed that 13 per cent of
all cases of discrimination involved religion andf those, 40 per cent involved

Islamophobia.

91. The Centre for Equal Opportunities and Oppasito Racism had three areas of
action: discrimination, migration and poverty retioic. The Centre pursued its goals by
organizing awareness-raising and training actisjtfellowing up on individual complaints
and issuing opinions and recommendations.

92. The assistance provided to asylum-seekers dner @ategories of aliens was
regulated by a law passed in 2007 which was dedigmensure that all persons should be
able to lead a dignified life. The law also stigath that material assistance should be
provided for the duration of asylum procedures,etbgr with medical, psychological,
social and legal assistance. Special assistancetovbe afforded to vulnerable persons,
such as torture victims, older adults and unaccomegaminors. The latter benefited from a
special intake programme.

93. Since 1 October 2008, accommodation in resigefdcilities instead of closed
detention centres had been made available to &anili

94. Asylum-seekers were not systematically detaineBelgium: at border crossings,
only those aliens who did not meet entry requireih@rere taken into custody.

95. Human rights principles were covered in thecgddraining programmes provided

for judges and the forces of law and order, inalgdhe police and members of the Armed
Forces. The Communities had also taken steps badactuman rights education in school
curricula.

96. Human trafficking was broadly defined in theiminal Code to cover all acts of
trafficking in persons for the purposes of sexuqdl@tation, begging, organ trafficking or
forced criminal activity. The 2008 National Plan Aftion included various measures to
prevent trafficking and punish traffickers. The faation of children formed an integral part
of the fight against human trafficking. Belgium hsidned police cooperation agreements
on human trafficking and human smuggling with S$taté origin and States in which
trafficking took place.

97. Primary and secondary schooling was free, &edetwere no direct fees. The
Communities had taken steps to reduce indirectresgme(such as the cost of textbooks and
materials) and to provide financial assistances@oolchildren who needed it.

98. Despite budget constraints, the amount of iaffidevelopment assistance provided
by Belgium had reached a record high of 0.64 pet cEgross domestic product (GDP) in
2010, largely on account of its cancellation of tlebt of the Democratic Republic of the
Congo. That figure was projected to fall to 0.57 gent of GDP in 2011 given the smaller
amount of debts still to be cancelled.

99. Belgium was grateful to all the delegations tiad participated in the interactive
dialogue. The universal periodic review would unokedly serve as a valuable tool for the
development of future human rights policies. Thecpss was just beginning. Belgium
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would submit a progress report, in 2013, on thelémgntation of the recommendations
that it supported and would involve civil societythe follow-up to the review.

Conclusions and/or recommendations

100. The recommendations formulated during the interactve dialogue listed below
have been examined by Belgium and enjoy the suppoof Belgium:

100.1. Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention agaist Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Czech
Republic, United Kingdom, Norway, Spain, Brazil, Eciador);

100.2. Consider ratification of the Optional Protocols to the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights ash to the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment (Palestine);

100.3. Ratify the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (Spain, Brazjl, consider ratifying the
Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights as recommended by the CRC (South Afca);

100.4. Consider withdrawing its reservations to various irstruments to which
it is a party (South Africa);

100.5. Ratify Additional Protocol Ill to the Geneva Convertions of 12 August
1949 (Democratic Republic of Congo);

100.6. Accede to the Optional Protocols to the Conventioagainst Torture, to
the International Covenant on Economic, Social an€ultural Rights and to the
International Convention for the Protection of All Persons Enforced
Disappearance, as recommended by certain treaty bas (Ecuador);

100.7. Condemn any manifestation of racism, discrimination xenophobia and
Islamophobia in political statements and pursue itsefficient measures to
combat these phenomena in official and media sectand within the public at
large (Algeria);

100.8. Promote freedom of all religions, including by passg laws to give
Buddhism the status of a recognized religion (Thadnd);

100.9. Consider the establishment of a national human rigts institution in
compliance with the Paris Principles (India); estabish an independent national
human rights institution in compliance with the Pars Principles (United
Kingdom, Poland, Egypt, Afghanistan, Portugal, Austalia, Norway, Spain,
Democratic Republic of Congo, Palestine, Ecuador, jbouti, Russian
Federation); in order to further strengthen and inditutionalize the
government’s policies and strategies (Indonesia); oatinue considering the
establishment of a national human rights commissiotin compliance with the
Paris Principles (Chile); make effective the ParisPrinciples, notably those
relating to the establishment of a national human ights commission (Burkina
Faso); explore the possibility of consolidating thevork of existing institutions
and establishing a national human rights institution in conformity with the
Paris Principles (Malaysia);

100.10.Take into consideration the recommendations made byhe Belgian
Parliamentary Special Commission on “the treatmenbf sexual abuse and acts
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of paedophilia within a relation of authority, in particular in the Church”
aiming at better ensure the rights of the juvenilevictims of sexual offences and
in particular to increase the limitation period applicable to crimes of rape of or
sexual assaults on minors (France);

100.11. Redouble effort to achieve the appropriate implemetation of the

Convention of the Rights of the Child, in particula with regard to full exercise

of right to education, and the protection of minorsfrom sexual abuse and
exploitation and, above all, to put an end to detdion of foreign children in

closed detention centres, in accordance with the desion of Minister of

Migration Policy and Asylum (Ecuador);

100.12. Continue efforts to strengthen its international coperation to prevent
and punish acts involving the sale of children, chd prostitution, child
pornography and child sex tourism (Moldova);

100.13. Adopt and fully implement as soon as possible theational action plan
against domestic violence (Austria);

100.14. Continue its efforts in the area of women’s rightsand finalize the
national action plan to combat domestic violence (&hada);

100.15.Include homeless women and children, including unaompanied
children of foreign origin as priority beneficiaries into poverty reduction
strategy (Kyrgyzstan);

100.16. Fully implement all laws, policies and programmes Wich have been
adopted to strengthen gender equality and the riglstof women (Moldova);

100.17. Strengthen relevant measures in order to improve fiher gender
equality (Japan);

100.18. Accelerate efforts aimed at fully implementing thewide range of laws,
policies and programmes aimed at strengthening geed equality and women'’s
rights (Malaysia);

100.19. Continue its efforts relating to human rights educéion and training,
particularly for law enforcement agents (Morocco);

100.20.Increase human rights education and training for ptice officers
(Austria);

100.21. Fully implement in time the provisions contained inthe Master Plan
regarding penal establishments (Austria);

100.22. Ensure full integration of persons with disabilities into socio-economic
and political affairs, particularly equal access tojob opportunities, promoting

of their right to education, adequate resources forcare and support for
children with psychosocial disabilities in the famly and in the community, and
finally, to ensure their accessibility to public tansportation and buildings

(Thailand);

100.23. Continue and further step up efforts with regard to the promotion of
human rights education (Slovenia);

100.24. Continue its close cooperation with civil societyni the follow-up to the
UPR session (Austria);

100.25. Facilitate the active involvement of civil societystakeholders, including
human rights non-governmental organizations, in fdbw-up to the review
(Portugal);
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100.26.Clear the backlog in responses to thematic questioaires of the
Human Rights Council Special Procedures (Russian Eeration);

100.27.Pursue its efforts relating to human rights educatin and training in
order to make its internal mechanism to combat disémination effective and
more efficient (Burkina Faso);

100.28. Increase its efforts to eradicate any types of stebtypes against women
(Uzbekistan);

100.29. Take necessary measures to enable women to exercibeir rights
without harassment, coercion, and discrimination (Rlestine);

100.30. Take all appropriate action, including programmes & education and
training, in order to eliminate prejudice and discrimination based on sexual
orientation and gender identity (Norway);

100.31. Strengthen its measures to prevent and combat xenbpbia and racial
prejudice among politicians, public officials and he general public, in line with
the recommendation of the CERD (South Africa);

100.32.Increase the effectiveness in preventing any case$ xenophobia or
racial discrimination that have been demonstrated ¥ officials and increase its
activities to combat these scourges (Uzbekistan);

100.33. Take effective measures to curb racial hatred andeligious intolerance,
by strengthening its measures to prevent and combatenophobia and racial
prejudice among politicians, public officials and he general public
(Bangladesh);

100.34.Take further steps to prevent racially motivated volence through
awareness-raising activities and improve the emplaogent situation of
immigrants, as well as to combat violence in generaand strengthen the
prosecution of those who still engage in it (Japan)

100.35. Improve overall conditions in prisons and adopt reévant measures to
tackle the problems such as overcrowding (Czech Reblic);

100.36.Improve conditions in Belgium’'s prisons, including in relation to
overcrowding (Australia);

100.37.Remedy prison overcrowding and its repercussion orthe right to
health (Djibouti);

100.38. Continue promoting political and legislative develpments in this
regard regarding measures taken to reduce overcrowdg in prisons and to
implement the master plan, as this is a theme thaffects countries in several
regions in the world (Chile);

100.39. Allocate more resources from the national budget ahtake additional
measures to improve the situation in prisons and sas to ensure that the
deteriorated penitentiary situation is no longer bea problem in the country
(Ecuador);

100.40. Adopt efficient measures to reduce prison overcroding and enhance
hosting conditions of penitentiary facilities and kelters (Algeria);

100.41. Enhance its efforts to reduce prison overcrowdingnited States);

100.42. Take measures to reduce the amount of time that defidants spend in
pre-trial detention (United States);
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100.43. Take steps to improve the conditions in the closedentres for aliens
(Sweden);

100.44.Finalize the implementation of the “Master Plan for More Humane
Prison Facilities” and continue to take action to ddress the problem of
overcrowding in prisons and its consequences in ragls to the conditions of the
prisoners (Sweden);

100.45. Give priority to measures that reduce the backlog focourt cases and
that provide for adequate staffing in law courts (Netherlands);

100.46. Adapt procedural law to the requirements establishd in the Salduz
case, guaranteeing to detained persons access taayer from the moment of
the first interrogation (Spain);

100.47. Address the situation in its prisons and detentioriacilities particularly
in relation to their exposure to frequent strikes @ the prison guard personnel
(Slovakia);

100.48. Bring ODA up to the internationally committed 0.7 per cent of GDP to
Developing countries and 0.2 per cent to LDCs, spedly, to support in the
areas of poverty reduction, climate challenges angersons with disabilities
(Bangladesh);

100.49. Fully respect the economic and social rights of mignt workers and
their families and ensure their safety and securit{Bangladesh);

100.50. Promote equal access to education through inclusivpolicies in the
education system aimed at children from poor, forgin and minority families
(Mexico);

100.51. Strengthen the asylum procedures by, among othergnproving legal
assistance for asylum-seekers, expediting the pratees, and responding to
specific needs of asylum-seekers who are childremomen and the elderly
(Thailand);

100.52.Find long-term solutions to avoid situations whereasylum-seekers,
especially women and children, have to live in degding conditions (Norway);

100.53. Ensure sufficient safe and secure housing for asyiu seekers (United
Kingdom);

100.54. Continue to give special attention to the rights othildren and women
asylum seekers, in particular by providing shelter, and ensuring their
protection from violence (Indonesia);

100.55. Improve the living conditions in centres for asylumseekers and revise
existing system of dealing with individual complaits including the need to
ensure that legal advice services are available ithose centres (Czech
Republic);

100.56. Consider making the asylum procedure more transpanet including at
the appeals stage (Nigeria);

100.57. Implement with strict observation to the principle of non-refoulement,
the monitoring mechanism that is being developed tmonitor forcible removals
(Indonesia);

100.58.Continue to increase its capacities for integrationof migrants
(Slovakia);
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100.59. Find a positive solution to the institutional crisk, that Belgium has been
going through for several months, through a dialoga between the various
communities of the Belgian society (Djibouti).

101. The following recommendations enjoy the support oBelgium, which considers
that they are already implemented or in the procesef implementation:

101.1. Ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons
from Enforced Disappearance (Spain, Brazil, Argentia); become a party to the
International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance at an early stage (Japan);

101.2. Complete at the earliest the ratification process fothe International
Convention for the Protection of All Persons from mforced Disappearance and
fully recognize the competence of the Committee dBnforced Disappearances,
as provided for in articles 31 and 32 of the Convéion (France);

101.3. Introduce a provision permitting the dissolution of organizations
inciting racial hatred in domestic law (France);

101.4. Not relax its efforts to eradicate practices suchsincitement to hatred
and violence from certain far-rights groups, whereer they appear, including
on the Internet, where they are especially prevaldr{lIndonesia);

101.5. Take action to eliminate sale of children, child postitution and child
pornography (Bangladesh);

101.6. Provide adequate support to sexually exploited or taisk children
(Islamic Republic of Iran);

101.7. Develop a strategy to eradicate the process of dhitrafficking, child
prostitution, and child pornography in the processof the development of the
national plan of actions on combating trafficking n human beings (Belarus);

101.8. Effectively address through legislation and policie the sexual
exploitation of children, including child pornography (Egypt);

101.9. Allocate substantial resources and give special &tition to children of
the most vulnerable groups in the society (Afghanian);

101.10.Adopt comprehensive legislation concerning domesticviolence
(Poland);

101.11.In consultation and cooperation with relevant partrers, take
appropriate measures to implement the National Plarof Action for Children
(Hungary);

101.12. Approve and implement as soon as possible the Natial Action Plan
2010-2014 to combat domestic violence (Spain);

101.13. Seek the opinion of the concerned parties before ¢happroval of the
draft national action plan against domestic violene 2010-2014 (Hungary);

101.14.Implement the recommendation of the Human Rights Camittee to
discontinue public funding of political parties which propagate hate,
discrimination and violence (Russian Federation);

101.15. Ensure effective coordination at the federal, regioal and community
levels for the implementation of the Convention orthe Rights of the Child, the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discimination against Women,
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and the International Covenant on Economic, Socialand Cultural Rights
(Poland);

101.16.Tackle the issue, noted by the Human Rights Commie, that
complaints against police officers did not alwayseld to the imposition of
commensurate penalties (Turkey);

101.17.Pay particular attention to tackle the pay gap betveen men and women
through reinforced policy measures (Nigeria);

101.18. Protect gender identity and expression under anti-gcriminatory laws
and policies (Norway);

101.19. Strengthen its measures to prevent and combat xenbpbia and racial
prejudices amongst politicians, public officials ad the general public, as well as
to promote tolerance between all ethnic and nationagroups (Pakistan);

101.20. Monitor the incidence of and combat racism and xenghobia (Brazil);

101.21.Take necessary measures to prevent inquiries, arloétry detentions,
searches and questioning by judicial and police abbrities motivated by
physical appearance, skin colour and racial or ethic origins. Additionally,
impose severe sanctions on authorities that commiuch excesses and ill-
treatment (Ecuador);

101.22. Stop detention of minors in adult prisons (IslamidRepublic of Iran);

101.23. Take actions to ensure that no ill-treatment occurgluring expulsions,
inter alia by introducing an effective system for édging complaints of such
treatment (Sweden);

101.24. Ensure that legal advice services are available it the asylum-seeker
and irregular migrant closed detention centres (Urted Kingdom);

101.25. Eliminate the systematic detention at the border osylum-seekers and
migrants in an irregular situation and limit to exceptional cases the deprivation
of liberty of asylum-seekers during the period of lte determination of their
request for asylum (Mexico);

101.26. Ensure that no arms are traded with regions that dploy child soldiers
(Netherlands).

102. The following recommendations will be examined by &gium which will
provide responses in due time, but no later than # eighteenth session of the Human
Rights Council in September 2011

102.1. Withdraw its reservations to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (Czech Republic);

102.2. Withdraw its reservations and interpretative declamtions on the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racid Discrimination (Iran);

102.3. Harmonize national legislation with human rights treaties, and in
particular withdraw reservations to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (Ecuador);

102.4. Ratify the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages, the
leading instrument in this respect (Hungary);
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102.5. Elaborate a National Action Plan for the promotionand protection of
human rights that allows federal and non-federal istitutions that work in this
field to better coordinate policies and their implenentation (Ecuador);

102.6. Establish a national human rights institution fully compliant with the
Paris Principles by elaborating an action plan forthe protection and promotion
of human rights (Djibouti);

102.7. Accelerate the process of withdrawal of declaratios under article 2 of
the Convention on the Rights of the Child concernig non-discrimination
principle, which limits the enjoyment of the Convettion rights by children who
do not have Belgian nationality (Kyrgyzstan);

102.8. Renew its action plan against the sexual exploitatn of children for
commercial purposes (Canada);

102.9. Adopt clear and comprehensive legislation regarding domestic
violence, in full compliance with CEDAW recommendaibns (Brazil);

102.10. Develop a comprehensive and coordinated nationalrstegy to combat
all forms of violence against women and girls, asescommended in 2008 by the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination agahst Women (Kyrgyzstan);

102.11.Ratify, pursuant to the recommendation of the Comntiee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Council b Europe Framework
Convention for the Protection of National Minorities (Russian Federation);

102.12. Further step up efforts to extend the action plan gainst domestic
violence to cover all forms of violence against woem (Norway);

102.13.Circulate and implement the Bangkok Rules on the &atment of
women prisoners and non-custodial measures for womeoffenders as part of
its reform of the judicial system (Thailand).

The recommendations below did not enjoy the suppomf Belgium;

103.1. Ratify the International Convention on the Protecton of the Rights of
all Migrant Workers and Members of their Families (Argentina; Islamic
Republic of Iran; Egypt; Pakistan; Democratic Repulic of Congo; Palestine);

103.2. Adhere to international human rights instruments, which it is not yet a
party to, notably the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights
of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Familie s (Burkina Faso);

103.3. Reconsider its position relating to the ratification of the International
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Mgrant Workers and
Members of Their Families pursuing to recommendatia 1737 of 17 March
2006 of the Parliamentary Assembly of the CouncilfoEurope, which Belgium
is a member of (Algeria);

103.4. Consider acceding to the International Convention o the Protection of
the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (Nigeria);
Accede to the International Convention on the Rigta on the Protection of all
Migrant Workers and Members of their Families as anadditional fundamental
step for the protection of human rights (GuatemalaEcuador);

103.5. Afford sufficient legal safeguards so that complaits by foreigners do
not have negative consequences regarding their stay the country, in order to
implement penal provisions relative to acts of xemhobia and racial
discrimination and to investigate and effectively anction human rights
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violations committed against foreigners or personsbelonging to minorities
(Mexico);

103.6. Increase the effectiveness of measures taken to pemt manifestations
of racial hatred or intolerance, including in the satements of politicians, civil
officials or the press and promptly introduce legalban on the activities of any
political parties and organizations that propagate hatred and racial

discrimination (Belarus);

103.7. Establish a national mechanism to coordinate and iplement policies
and programmes to combat child exploitation (Canadg

103.8. Revise its penal code to ensure that its legislatian child pornography
covers representation of a child by whatever meangor primarily sexual
purposes (Pakistan);

103.9. Specify child trafficking as a separate crime in dminal legislation as
recommended by the Committee on the Rights of thehild (Belarus);

103.10. Take necessary measures to ensure that corporal pishment is
explicitly prohibited by law under all circumstances (Poland);

103.11. Provide human rights education and training about mn-discrimination
in particular to law enforcement officials and takeeffective measures to prevent
and prohibit racial profiling by the police (Egypt);

103.12. Take specific steps to strengthen the institutionfahe family, including
raising awareness among the youth of traditional uderstanding of the family
and its social values (Belarus);

103.13. Consider lifting the ban on headscarves in schoo({#alaysia);

103.14. Implement the recommendation of the Committee on th Elimination
of Racial Discrimination to declare illegal and prdiibit organizations which
promote and incite racial discrimination (Russian Federation);

103.15. Recognize that, though national Belgium's legislatin fully complies
with requirements to guarantee the absence of radialiscrimination, it is not
truly effective as complaints of discrimination bynon-citizens and persons of
foreign origin continue to be numerous, encouragehte adoption of necessary
measures to combat racial discrimination establisinig public polices that would
fight outbreaks of intolerance, discrimination and xenophobia. Additionally,
fully respect the human rights of foreigners indepedently of their migration
status (Ecuador)

103.16.Undertake a comprehensive set of measures to tackleacial
discrimination and combat more resolutely all formsand manifestations of
racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and religous intolerance against
foreigners and religious minorities, such as Muslira (Islamic Republic of Iran);

103.17.Tackle discrimination against the Muslim community and insults
against Islamic sanctities and allow all Muslims tgractise Islam in accordance
with their religious beliefs, without Government irterference or approval
(Islamic Republic of Iran);

103.18. Establish a specific mechanism to monitor IslamopHhza and adopt
effective measures to combat this evil phenomenomang political parties and
extreme right-wing organizations (Islamic Republicof Iran);
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103.19. Take additional steps, including legislative steps,to eradicate
discrimination against migrant workers, members oftheir families as well as
representatives of religious and national minoritis (Belarus);

103.20. End the excessive use of force by the police in m#ining order during
mass demonstrations as well as against foreignerslgect to deportation from
the country (Belarus);

103.21. Discontinue authorization for the excessive use dbrce by the law
enforcement, especially indiscriminate use of Tasgi(Islamic Republic of Iran);

103.22. Terminate the practice of holding persons sufferingrom mental iliness
in prisons and prison psychiatric wards (Iran);

103.23. End detention of asylum-seekers at borders and créa alternatives to
detention for asylum-seeking families (Iran).

104. All conclusions and/or recommendations contained ithe present report reflect
the position of the submitting State(s) and/or théstate under review. They should not
be construed as endorsed by the Working Group aswhole.
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