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OceaniaHR is pleased to participate in the fifth session of the UN Human Rights Council Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review. It is in this historic session that the human rights situation in Oceania – the liquid continent – is being part of the global dialogue in this new body. 
We are pleased to participate and look forward to further creative collaboration to ensure the effective promotion and protection of human rights in the Pacific. 
Please contact Joshua Cooper at joshua@hawaii.edu for any followup information. 
Vanuatu: Realizing Human Rights; Teaching the World to be Happy Too 
1. 
Issue: Climate Change is an imminent issue facing the people of Vanuatu. The predicted sea level rise will impact significant segment of the population. 
Question: How does climate change impact the ability of Vanuatu to protect and promote human rights specifically the right to self-determination, the right to food and fresh water?
Recommendation: Vanuatu engage regional colleagues in securing space at international institutions such as the United Nations in Geneva to organize and hold major greenhouse gas emitting states responsible for any efforts of adaptation and mitigation Vanuatu must take in the future. 
2. Regional Human Rights Mechanism for Liquid Continent
Issue: The Pacific is one of the only regions in the world that doesn’t have a regional human rights mechanism for states to review their human rights records with regional neighbors. This could be an important process to build culture of peace and human rights in the region. 
Question: Will Vanuatu collaborate closely with fellow neighbors to initiate a process to create a regional human rights commission initially and potentially a court? 
Recommendation: The government of Vanuatu initiate or create a working group in the Pacific to formulate possible scenarios for a regional commission or court. Vanuatu to provide leadership for a regional human rights mechanism
3. Human Rights Treaty Ratification
Issue: The government of Vanuatu is a state party to only some of the core international human rights treaties. OceaniaHR recognizes the amount of resources it requires and is willing to assist in finding individuals and institutions to assist so Vanuatu could ratify and fulfill reporting requirements for the ICESCR, ICERD, CAT and ICRMW. 
Question: Would Vanuatu please provide a potential schedule of ratification of the core international human rights treaties? Also is Vanuatu interested in partnership with academic institutions to be able to meet its global obligations? 
Recommendation: The government of Vanuatu work in partnership with academics and civil society to organize model open consultation process with own citizens to ratify pertinent remaining human rights treaties such as ICESCR, ICERD, CAT and ICRMW. Also, to work with potential partners to assist in the entire ratification and reporting process of the core international human rights treaties before the next appearance as a state under review of the UPR. 
4. National Human Rights Institution 
Issue: There was an important gathering of Pacific Island States in Samoa between 27 - 30 April to review the potential for creating National Human Rights Institutions in the Pacific. Very few exist today yet can be important institution in Oceania. 
Question: Please share how a NHRI could advance human rights norms and strengthen the rule of law in Vanuatu? Also please share if there was any development to enhance capacity for creation of a credible and effective NHRI? 
Recommendation: Vanuatu share results from workshop and build on this Pacific milestone to provide a potential timeline and hurdles that could be overcome to create a NHRI. 
5. Standing Open Invitation to UN Special Rapporteurs
Issue: The OHCHR has sent questionnaires on thematic issues yet has received no responses within the deadlines by the special procedure mandate holders. Also, there is no visits or missions and no standing invitation issued. 
Question: Would Vanuatu be willing to issue a standing invitation to special procedures? Also, regarding questionnaires is it a matter of resources or priorities? 
Recommendation: Vanuatu issue a standing invitation to UN special rapporteurs.
Thank you for your consideration on these important issues in Oceania. 
