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OceaniaHR is pleased to participate in the third session of the UN Human Rights Council Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review. It is in this historic session that the human rights situation in Oceania – the liquid continent – is being part of the global dialogue in this new body. 
We are pleased to participate and look forward to further creative collaboration to ensure the effective promotion and protection of human rights in the Pacific. 
Please contact Joshua Cooper at joshua@hawaii.edu for any followup information. 
Tuvalu: Turning the Tide on Climate Change; Remaining Consistent in Promoting and Protecting Human Rights in the Pacific 
1. Climate Change Challenges Cultural Survival of Tuvalu 
Issue: Climate Change is already causing adverse impacts on the daily living in Tuvalu. In the future, it could lead to possible extinction and evacuation of Tuvalu. 
Question: What human rights will be violated under international law if the climate change conditions continue? 
Recommendation: Tuvalu actively engage in international human rights and environmental institutions to secure the basic rights of its citizens. One such example is a Pacific office at the UN in Geneva.
2. Regional Human Rights Mechanism for Liquid Continent
Issue: Oceania is one of the only regions to not have a human rights mechanism.
Question: Will Tuvalu focus its foreign policy priorities to champion a human rights commission or court for Oceania? 
Recommendation: The leadership of Tuvalu to encourage fellow Pacific states to participate in workshops to secure a regional human rights mechanism. 
3. Human Rights Treaty Ratification
Issue: Tuvalu has ratified a minority number of the international human rights instruments. 
Question: Will Tuvalu work with partner academic and civil society to prepare trainings to allow for ratification and preparation of reports of the core human rights treaty bodies? 
Recommendation: The government of Tuvalu coordinate in partnership with academics and civil society to organize model open consultation process with own citizens to ratify pertinent remaining human rights treaties. Also develop a framework to allow for maximum civil society participation. 
4. National Human Rights Institution
Issue: There is no human rights mechanism for citizens to raise issues to their government. A NHRI could serve to educate people and for people to engage together about human rights in society. 
Question: Will Tuvalu initiate efforts of creating an instrument suited to the island culture of an ombudsman initially to create an immediate instrument while working toward a full National Human Rights Institution including representatives of Tuvalu society. 
Recommendation: The government of Tuvalu commit to the creation of an ombudsman immediately and to engage with civil society in Tuvalu and the region of Oceania to create a NHRI. 
5. Standing Open Invitation to UN Special Rapporteurs
Issue: The lack of interaction between Tuvalu and UN Human Rights Council special procedures such as Special Rapporteurs. 
Question: Will Tuvalu provide possibility for special rapporteurs of various themes to visit Tuvalu? 
Recommendation: Tuvalu send a standing invitation for human rights visits of the Special Rapporteurs.
6. Human Rights Education & Empowerment For Everyone in Tuvalu
Issue: There is a high level of literacy in Tuvalu. However, human rights literacy is very low among the general public. 
Question: Can Tuvalu provide a potential roadmap to promote human rights education in schools and also popular education among the community through various forms of civil society such as the women’s associations and churches?
Recommendation: Tuvalu implement a national human rights education action plan to generate creative and culturally based human rights education curriculum to promote universal values of equality and human dignity. 
Thank you for your consideration on these important issues in Oceania. 
