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OceaniaHR is pleased to participate in the fifth session of the UN Human Rights Council Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review. It is in this historic session that the human rights situation in Oceania – the liquid continent – is being part of the global dialogue in this new body. 
We are pleased to participate and look forward to further creative collaboration to ensure the effective promotion and protection of human rights in the Pacific. 
Please contact Joshua Cooper at joshua@hawaii.edu for any followup information. 
Rapa Nui (Chile): A Pacific Islanders Perspective on Human Rights 
1. Implementation of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Issue: The adoption of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in September 2007 was a milestone for indigenous peoples. The implementation is important to make a difference in the daily lives of indigenous peoples.
Question: What are some ways that Chile plans to implement the articles of the UN DRIP in Rapa Nui? Would Chile consider ratifying ILO Convention 169 and how will it implement the provisions of both international instruments? 
Recommendation: The government of Chile develop a plan involving the indigenous peoples of Rapa Nui in developing strategies to implement the articles enshrining rights in the UN DRIP
2. Strengthen Right of Self-Determination, Let People –not President-- Pick
Issue: There have been important steps toward self-determination through the Organic Law legislation. Governance shifted from Valparaiso to Santiago. However, the proposal for the governor to be elected not appointed didn’t. Also, the requirements for selection were quite weak with only two year residency remaining while language skill and ancestry were ignored. 
Question: Will Chile revisit its proposed organic law to include the proposals generated by the community workshops allowing the peoples of Rapa Nui to elect their governor instead of it being an appointment by the Chile president. 
Recommendation: The government of Chile amend its law to guarantee democratic principles in the 21st century allowing for direct election of the governor of Rapa Nui.
3. Inclusion of Rapa Nui and Involvement of Islanders in UN Human Rights Treaty Body Institutions
Issue: The government of Chile has displayed a positive trend in reporting to the UN Human Rights treaties. This dedication to democracy and human rights is noteworthy and must be extended to indigenous peoples of Rapa Nui to be included in the global reporting process. 
Question: Will Chile devote paragraphs or an annex to the human rights treaty bodies when submitting its report in upcoming sessions? 
Recommendation: The government of Chile include specific paragraphs in its reports to the treaty bodies as it relates to the human rights of indigenous peoples inhabiting Rapa Nui. Another opportunity is an annex to the reports focusing on the human rights of indigenous peoples in Rapa Nui. Chile actively seek contributions from the people of Rapa Nui.
4. Impacts of Tourism on Cultural Heritage
Issue: The parasitic relationship of tourism on the fragile ecosystem and culture of Rapa Nui is causing irreparable harm. Over 50,000 visitors per year are visiting the island suggesting a 25 percent increase recently. The case of Finland tourist breaking Moai ear received global attention. 
Question: Will Chile explore options with the residents of Rapa Nui to create a model of sustainable development that protects the cultural heritage. 
Recommendation: The government of Chile issue a study involving the citizens regarding the impacts of tourism on the cultural heritage of Rapa Nui. Also, Chile consult with citizens of Rapa Nui about future plans on islands related to development. 
5. Creating Culture of Human Rights Through Education
Issue: Human rights education is a vital component to mobilize society to address historical harms and prejudices throughout the Pacific. 
Question: Will Chile work with educators in Rapa Nui to develop a human rights curriculum that builds on the cultural foundation of the indigenous peoples of Rapa Nui?
Recommendation: Chile fulfill commitment to HRE programme through a curriculum that chisels positive learning centers for human rights education. 
Thank you for your consideration on these important issues in Oceania. 
