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The Indigenous Peoples delegations to the UPR are very much disappointed with the report of the Government of Bangladesh, including their responses to the questions and recommendations raised by States. In particular, the new government has made clear commitment    to implement the Chittagong Hill Tracts Peace Accord and respect the rights of indigenous peoples as part of their Election Manifesto. Yet this was not at all mentioned in their report and the reference to indigenous peoples is merely in one paragraph in their lengthy report. 

The indigenous peoples of the Chittagong Hill Tracts have been subjected to wide spread human rights violations for decades of military rule over the Chittagong Hill Tracts. These massive human rights violations include widespread displacement, forced assimilation, unlawful arrest and detention based on false charges, political killings among others, causing instability and conflicts. Because of this situation, the indigenous peoples engaged in a peace process resulting to the signing of The CHT Peace Accord in 1997 by the Bangladesh government with a commitment to implement it. But the implementation of the CHT Peace Accord still remains problematic, because of the continuing military rule in the CHT.
The full implementation of the CHT Peace Accord is very critical in the survival and development as well as the exercise of the individual and collective rights of the indigenous peoples of CHT. It is also necessary in the achievement of a long and lasting peace in CHT, and the resolution of numerous land disputes.  We have time and again demanded from the Bangladesh government to honor their commitment to the full and effective implementation of the CHT Peace Accord. The UPR of the government of Bangladesh would have been the good opportunity of the new government to have demonstrated its political will to implement the Peace Accord, yet failed to do so in spite of the verbal commitment it made during the stakeholders consultations prior to the UPR. 
On the other hand, We warmly welcome  the  States who have raised the concerns of indigenous peoples of Bangladesh and recommended the full and effective implementation of the CHT Accord as a matter of priority for the new government, such as the government of Norway, Australia, Denmark ,UK others.  These recommendations are very encouraging for us to continue to demand for the accountability and obligation of the government of Bangladesh to the indigenous peoples of the CHT.  We call on the government of Bangladesh to commit for the implementation of these recommendations during the Human Rights Council 11th session in June this year.  It will continue to be a great dis-service to indigenous peoples if the new government continues to ignore the CHT Peace Accord and in upholding the rights of indigenous peoples of Bangladesh which is contrary to their election Manifesto.
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